The Fundamentalist Journal Volume 4, Number 10 by unknown
Liberty University
DigitalCommons@Liberty
University
1985 The Fundamentalist Journal
11-1985
The Fundamentalist Journal Volume 4, Number 10
Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/fun_85
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the The Fundamentalist Journal at DigitalCommons@Liberty University. It has been accepted
for inclusion in 1985 by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@Liberty University. For more information, please contact
scholarlycommunication@liberty.edu.
Recommended Citation
"The Fundamentalist Journal Volume 4, Number 10" (1985). 1985. Paper 9.
http://digitalcommons.liberty.edu/fun_85/9
ill f fIIEflt JeIlll NI.'Ttll Hllslt
t N LT
i , ,
i :1.,
.'1 , ,.
ii
1,,. cs D t{ (}h { o F  H ( 3
r 4 t s c n t g @
r) fu rd {Jli q r u H f r C )
t ! ( 3 < | l c 'q c t { F { ( )
! J < ) L n  & )
6 ) ( )  q 6
ru
v  < o
w { (
l\) lr'
s I/l ..(rt H
a r {
Ct\ rd {r
tr^. q
!!rtt 
"'
ffih
d| ryPll Tt-
\ " t s !
! ,
! ',, ,fu*
l l r ,  * r :  " : -
, t ,
$,
" ! ,
\
"t
, , |
"ffi.ffitq , '  r ' J  "e
\ ,
;fii?
m-,ffi
t
I
I
I
I
t
t
t
t
!
!
!
!
a
o
!
!
:
!
!
o
!
a
a
a
!
a
!
O
o
!
-
a
!
o
t
a
!
!
!
!
a
!
!
t
t
a
a
!
a
t
!
!
a
a
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
t
Entluninrmfor this clasic, all aooss tlu sptrum
r r -
If Uou tuottder uhu Congress caues in I'' iotheCommuni1ts,redd this book :!
This is the book that dissects liberalism deep down to its rotten core as no
book ever has. Thanks to Burnham's insights, we finally see that strange
amalgam of selfrighteousness, guilt, arrogance, double standard, good intention,
selective indignation, selective compassion and tuzzy logic that forms-the mind
and psychology of the liberal. A hint of the riches:
. Why the liberal cannot rule.
o Why liberalism is the ideology of suicide.
. Why liberalism clashes with Christianity.
. The common ancestors of liberalism and Communism.
. Why liberals neer at patriotism.
o Very precisely: how liberalism lies at the root of race riots, murderous taxes,
national surrender and the crime explosion - and why liberals are helpless to
do anything about their own follies.
o The inner drives that impel iberals to war on the Right - while giving the Left
an ever-sGgentle tap on the wrist, at worst.
o EXTRAI Burnham's fascinating "39 Articles of Liberalism," an intriguing text
that you, or anyone, can take to determine your "ideological quotient." You'll be
astonished at how accurately it pinpoints anyone's political slant.
lf you haven't yet immersed yourself in this classic, prepare for one of the mind-
opening experiences of your life.
Why do so many religious people follow the siren song of liberalism? James Burnham throws light on
corners once dark.
"Despite the fact that James Burnham's Suicide of the llest hu
not been given the attention it merits, it will find its way and
make history. lt is brilliantly written, clearly reasoned, and
remarkably restrained, given the subject matter: the sickness of
Western civilization and its causes."-lrene C.orballv Kuhn.
Chrbtian Economics
"Expounds with corrosive clarity the right-wing case . . . I am
sure that the gravest mistake we can commit is to underrate the
importance of his attack on liberal thinking and liberalism in
government."-R. H. S. Crossman, Parlison Review
How the Glub Works
Every 4 week (13 tim€s a year) you get a fiee copy ol the Club Bulletin, whichofiers you
the l'eaturd Selection plus a gmd choice ofAltematrs - a.ll ol interest to conservatives.
t il you want the l'eaturod Selction, do nothing. lt will come automatically. * lf you
don't want the l,'eaturd S*lection or you do want an A.ltemate, indicate your wishs on the
handy rnrd enclosed with your Bulletin and retum it by the deadline date. * The majority
ol Club books will be ollbrd at Z}50-trro discouns, plus a charge fbr shipping and handling.
* As soon as you buy and pay lbr 3 book at rqular Club prics, your membenhip may
be endd at any time, either by you or by the Club. * ll you ever eceive a !-ca[rred Sbla-
tion without having had l0 days to daide ifyou want it, you nay retum it at Club expense
for full credit. * Gmd servia. No computers! * The Club will olibr regular Supr-
bargins, mostJy at'li.l{)alo discounts plus shipping and handling. Suprbargains do NOT
count toward fullilling your Club obligation, but do enable you to buy line books at give-
away prica. * Only one memhnhip per household.
"ll' any book may rouse the friends of order; justice and
freedom to intelligent action against the grim enemies of civili-
zation, Mr. Burnham has given us just such an instrument."
-Russell Kirk
"James Burnham has written a book about Liberalism for
which the world has been aching. lt is worth more to the West
than the year's gross national product, more tharr all our planes
and bombs - with all of these, we have still been losing out in
the world. But this book is not only a pathologist's report. It
gives the key fbr the recovery ol the West.". . ' . -Wil l iam F.
Bucklev. Jr.
;oG*ot-*Tii;oo-;tGl
15 Oakland Avenue . Harrison, NY 10528
Please accept my qrembership in the Club and send me, tiee and
postpaid, James Burnham's seminal study of the liberal mind,
the $18.95 Suicide of the lVefl . I agree 6 buy 3 additional books
at regular Club prices over the next l8 months. I also agree to
the Club rules spelled out in this coupon. FJ _ 2e
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Address
An .q 6 th. Modq .d oddry
JamesBURNHAM
REGNERY B(X)KS
$18.95 in stores
- yours FREE!
State-Zip
Fundamentalist
NCVEMBER I9B5
Our Pilgrim Fothers embroced on
unknown wilderness rother thon
lose their freedom of religion, To
those who survived thot first bitter
winter of feor, loneliness, hunger,
ond diseos+ond to those who did
not-we owe our eternol grotitude
for setting our Christion heritoge in
o firm foundotion.
F E AT U R E S
'1tr Chutch Flnoncerv Fronk Schmitt
'1fl l lmmy ls Sll l l  Slnglng ...
'v But Now He Knows All the
Words-Michoel R Smith
t] Accepllng the
- ' Excepllonol
Angelo Elwell Hunt
24 9", Pllgrlm Hcrltoge:
-- How Religion Shoped History
Ed Hindson
CA "Ol Pllmoth Plonloflon"av Williom Brodford
!fl Monloge, Dlvorce &
-" Remorloge-Divorce
in the Old Testoment
Edword Dobson
30 The Book of Acls
DEPARTMENTS
6 You Sold lt
Acts tells of the fkst followers of
Christ os they relentlessly conied
the gospelto the uttermost ports of
the eorth, Throughout the oges,
men ond women of God hove
borne the responsibility of per-
petuotir€ His church.Wthout Pent+
cost there would be no TfnnksgMng,
Mony of todoy's heroes ore od-
mired for the wrong reosons, But
Tom Londry keeps his priorities in
perspective, Combinirp ochieve-
ment with grodly commitment ond
spirituol insiTht, he is o hero in the
highest sense of the word,
55 ln Revlew
f,,1 Profile-Chonge in the
't Chottonoogo Commond
Roy'nond J Cotogge
ro
12
14
Jery Folwell Comments
The Apostolic Messoge
Todoy
Fundomentol lsm lodoy
Criticism-Edword Dobson
Perspective-The Moinline ls
Becoming the Sideline
Ed Nindson
Proflle
Tom Londry-All-Around Hero
Mike Fluent
Blogrophy
George Whitef ield-Gospel
Rover
Billy Vick Bortlett
Ihunder In lhe Pulplt
The Method of Groce
George Whitefield
64
42
45
48
68
65 Mlnlslry Updote
A7 lreosures from lhe Textv' Richord D Potrerson
Gllmpses of Greqlness
The Lost Doys of Moses
Horold L. Willminoton
AO NewsY ' Court Soys No Religion in the
' Morketploce-Morti n Mowyer
7() News Bilels
7 A After Allr - A Response to AIDS
Trumon Dollor
59 Fomlly Llvlns
63 Poller's CloyForgiveness
Judy Hommersmork
Foce fhe Focls
And the Moon ls Mode of
Green Cheese!-Col Thomos
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5l Preochlng & Postoilng
/ ' \ a
lbday there are
at least twenty-five dif-
are e\en some unexoecle0wony about the ink showing throu$
Also. you can choose be$reen that
classic literay masterpiece, th  KingJames
Version, orthe trusted word-for-word ffansla-
tion in the NewAmerican Standard.Vtrichever
you prefer, you'll still get he same legant
layout and design. By Emst Reichl, America's
fbremost Bible altisan.
And you can select from a variety of
sizes and colors. In prices to suit any budget.
From sturdy hardbaclc tosuper-fiexible leathers
that won't crease orbreak ifthe cover is folded.
Naturally tanned to avoid the rapid deteriora-
tion that comes wrth chemicallv treatetl
covers. And t0 retain the genuine f el and
smell of handcrafted l ather
So tlie nert time you visit your
Chri$ian booktore, ake ihe time to examine
all the other study Bibles.
Then open a Ryrie. And see for your-
self why when it comes to snrdy Bibles, ihe
$nie is the sandard bywhich all others are
irrcarutrti. 16l mOODV PRESS
\atrTHr NA\./F voL CAN TtrJST
THERruE$tnvHsrE
At your Christian bookstore or write Dept.
MBW 820 N. LaSalle Dr., Chicago, IL 60610
ferent study Bibles available. How can pu be
sure the one you buy is the best one for you?
Many of them have a great deal in
common. Weli-respected ffanslations, outlines,
cros-references, concordances, maps - all the
esentials for any good snrdy Bible. But a Seat
study Blble should offer you more.
Au ExNRE IJBRARYIN
THE PTTMOFYOTR HAND.
God used forty authors and more
than 1,500 )€ars t0 record His purpose and
plan for etemity And it deserves the deepest,
most thorough srudy we can give ir.lhais why
Dr. Charles Rpie invested nventy vears of his
life in intensive r search to create the finest
study helps of our generation. You'll find
more study notes conveniently located iu$
below the text of every page. Ri$t where you
need them.
The cros-references are carefullv
placed in spacious margins nexl to each verse
so you can refer to them easily
Atopical index covers everything
from anger to worship. And there's a complete
concordance wrth easy-to-find key word refer-
ences. And articles and esap that cover all the
major docffines within taditional Christianity
Including hemillennial, Amillennial, nd
Fostmillennial vievn. A well as the tribulation.
ffe?sures: a harmony of the Gospels, timelines,
charm, aps, a table of wei$s and measures,
and all the latest archaeoloqical discoveries.
T}rn RIGHT Sruny
BISLE FORYoU
But all those "exffas" are still only
part of what makes a geat srudy Bible. Tlie
real test is how it reacls to you. And that)s
where the grie stands alone.
Because Dr. Ryrie is more than iu$
an intemationally acclaimed scholar. He's also
a widely-published author, and bible teacher.
And thou$ you expect his study notes to be
precise, you'll be pleasantly surprised at how
practical nd down{o-earth t ey are. You'll
find they read os if they were wriffen just for
you. By an old and tru$ed friend.
DESTcHIEDTO LAST
AUTENUE.
A geat study Bible should take the .
wear and tear of daily use without coming
aparl. at the seams. So Moody Press goes t0
geat lengtlx to use only the finest materials.
The binding is so sturdy you can
suppoft the entire Bible by just one page.
Antique white paper and open mar-
gins make ach page inviting to read. And if
you decide to mark pur Bible, you need not
I
YOU SAID II
Shimei's Dust
I'm tired of all these guys who are
hung up on numbers. That's all they
ever talk about. "How many are you
running?" I'd like to say, "I'mrunning
800, but I'm only catching 200l" They
make me sick. Don't they realize that
God cares about people. Individuals!
That's what I'm into. I'll take the faith-
ful few over the multitudinous many
any day.
These zealous types never let up.
I've had some pretty rough treatment
from a few of them myself. I've been
hounded by visitation teams, called on
the phone, and bombarded with mail.
I've sat through appeals to "believe,"
"repent," "stand up," "get right,"
"come forward," "hold on," until I felt
like I'd been through a religious wash-
ing machine.
Where do these preachers get all
this stuff anyway? Why can't they just
leave well enough alone? I'm for the
simple New Testament church de-
scribed in the Book of Acts: a few dis-
ciples fellowshipping together. That's
what it's all about. Simple Christianitv
with no frills-that's what we need."
What do you mean there are num-
bers in Acts? Where? You've got to be
kiddingl 3,000; 5,000; "multitudes;"
"many;" "much people." Who put that
in there? Luke? He was a physician.
What did he know? Those intellectual
types will mess up every time, Who-
ever heard of a medical doctor being
interested in church growth?
Shimei
Let's get our act together. .
Isn't it odd that while on one hand
we preach the need for revival, such as
Del Fehsenfeld's "Has America Re-
cently Experienced National Revival?"
(September), we read of books on the
other hand like Dave Hunt's The Seduc-
tion of Christianity, which says there
must be great apostasy before the re-
turn of Christ.
There has always been apostasy in
the church. Martin Luther started the
great Reformation because of apostasy.
Charles Wesley knew of apostasy dur-
ing his period of revival-as did Charles
Finney later in America.
Francis Schaeffer pointed out that
there is no Christian consensus in
our society today, and this makes the
preaching of God's Word more diffi-
cult. Remember how the apostles were
out in the boat when a storm came uD.
The more they rowed the further b-e-
hind they got, until the Lord came and
brought an end to the storm. This is
where we are today in society. Either
the Lord must come for His church
in the Rapture, or the Holy Spirit
must move powerfully on society and
bring order out of the chaos in the
world today.
Either we sit around and do noth-
ing, waiting for further apostasy, or we
get our act together, roll up our sleeves,
and start putting out the effort needed
to bring about revival. If the Lord
comes for us in the meantime. so much
the betterl
Brian Gregg
Terrace, British Columbia
Canada
Too shallow. . .
Since "Making the Most of the Re-
sources God Gives Us" (September)
was the article illustrated on the front
cover, I expected an indepth study of
money use as it pertains to Christians.
While some of the advice was useful,
I was disappointed in the general shal-
lowness of the article.
If money is to be used wisely, we
must have the understanding of what
wise use is according to Scripture.
With financial problems being one of
the top causes for divorce today, I
hope you will consider having another
article written based more on Scrip-
ture and sound money management
principles.
Mrs. Larry Webb
Gravslake. Illinois
When youare hrulyserious about
Bible study, YOU WIII WANT. . .
This new exhoustiue study booh on Christologt.. . 
Ouer 200 pages, 13 chopters written by
Dr. Gene A. Youngblood, a Southern Baptist Pastor
Complete coDeroge on the
Doctrine of the Impeccabilig of Christ
(Could Jaus Sin?). AIso.. .
r The Doctrine of Sin
r The Doctrine of Temptation
t The Virgin Birth
r The Sinles Blood
r The Deity of Christ
o Much More. . .
tlarve* ffififtes Evangdsic Assoc
P.0. Box 10874
Jackonville, FL 32207
Phone: (904j zaz-iizg
$10.00 each plus $1.00 handling
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Biblical balance. ..
Thanks for bringing some biblical
balance into the South Africa debate.
After reading the TIME cover piece
yesterday, I read the Tutu interview in
USA TODAY this morning. Dear friend,
your critics' condemnation simply con-
firms your courageous, spiritual stand.
We are with you in prayer and per-
sonal support.
Wayne Detzler
Assistant Professor of Missions
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
Deerfield, Illinois
Tell it l ike tt is. ..
It is refreshing to see you "tell it
like it is" with respect to the South
African situation.
George P. O'Neil
Sewickly, Pennsylvania
I thought you might be interested
to know that there are pastors who
wholeheartedly agree with Dr. Falwell
on the South Africa issue. I appreciate
the work you are doing inthe lournal.
The timely articles and touching edito-
rials are refreshing and encouraging to
me. Keep up the good work.
David E. Strother, Pastor
Bible Baptist Church
Turlock, California
Positive effect. . .
I would like to thank you for your
willingness and courage to stand up
and speak the truth in regard to the
very complicated issues that we, as a
country, face in developing foreign
policy to South Africa. In my judg-
ment, Dr. Falwell's trip and comments
thereafter had a positive effecr on our
efforts to bring about constructive
change in South Africa.
Please be assured of my continued
prayers for your ministry.
Thomas G. Parker, Ph.D.
Director of Counseling Services
Dallas Theological Seminary
Dallas, Texas
qffi
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Please return fo; You Communlcations. lnc.
Sl.ls 
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OTABIIOBOSSdnv
Highlighten #
fur c'olor that won't bleed through
even thethinnest paper
I Shaped like a pencilfor easy
h and I ing and sh arpen i ng.
I Available in fluorescentyellow, red, orange,
green and blue.
! Specla/sharpener
available at 50A
I Never dries out.
I Retailprice
P.O. Box 2193, Peachtree City, G430269
the printed word
like His
is everlosting
Spoken words orc loo soon
lorgolten, but prinled messogesI endure throug h generollons.
Your thoughfs, words, ond ideos
ore speclol gitts from God ond
you feel fhe need to shore fhose
with the Chrisfion community.
Time ond tolenl moy l imii your
obility lo converl your messoge fo written form. Now, there is
fime ond lolenl ovoiloble fo help bridge the gop belween the
spoken ond written word. You Communicotions offers o
progrom fhot developes your sermons ond notes into
monuscripf orm ond oids in distribufion. Let us know
how we con help you by relurning the coupon
below. The opportunity is yours . . . now!
-vFsrTaE',;-terEEe'n-nvfi 
,fi nj7og,fr .-
Please send my tree inlormation!
L ,f: Box 392 64802 alln. Ron Koehn
November'1985 7
Most significant trend. . .
I read with interest your articles on
home education (September). This may
be the most significant trend in educa-
tion in our nation today.
Whi le Fundamental ist  Journal
listed three suppliers of curriculum
for home educators, there are three
others with which I am familiar that
are probably as popular as those listed.
They are Rod and Staff Publications,
Bob Jones University Press, and Basic
Education. (For further information,
write Fundamentalist l ournal, Lynch-
burg, Virginia 24514.) Keep up the
good work publishing with the "right"
olas.
Steve Mossman
Dallas, Texas
Little wonder. . .
I found "Marxism on the Campus"
(July/August) quite ironic. It should be
pointed out that the public education
system is itself a Marxist institution,
being one of the l0 fundamentals enun-
ciated in Marx's Communist Manifesto.
Little wonder then that state univer-
sities should be the breeding grounds
of Marxists. Would we not be more
obedient Christians if we worked to
dismantle the Marxist institutions
rather than "reform" them?
John Ronning
Collegeville, Pennsylvania
Editor's Note:
Last month we published an article
by Calvin T. Eaves, Sr., concerning his
personal bout with cencer and his
choice of treatment. Since thenwehave
received both positive and negative
comments on the manner in which he
decided to treat his condition. We point
out that the article was written from a
layman's perspective. Other medical
evidence indicates that some ideas were
incorrect or misleading. For a complete
article on the subject, write to the
Fundamentalist Journal, Lynchburg,
Virginia 24514.
Constructive engagement. . .
As a South African, I take an excep-
tion to Ed Hindson's article on South
Africa (July/August).
He claims the policy of constructive
engagement is best. There is nothing
intrinsically wrong with constructive
engagement. The problem is that the
other party with whom the Reagan ad-
ministration is trying to be engaged re-
fuses to be engaged. The whole world
eagerly waited for changes to be an-
nounced by Mr. Botha and was disap-
nointed. Unless the United States
government forces South Africa to be
seriously engaged in a constructive
dialogue over our political problems,
this policy will continue to be a failure.
Vuyani Ntintili
Dallas, Texas
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Professional/ Industrial Video-
Ar Lclst! An lndustricll One-Piece
Video Cclmcorder fhclr Uses
SfAilDARD YHS Casselles.
The VHS Reporter combines both recording and playback
- allon convenient standard VHS tapes
in a single compact unit!
Check these outstanding fectures:
u  S i n g l e  b a t t e r y  p a c k
D Sens i t i ve  1 /2"  h igh-band Newv icon tube
t r  L o w  l i g h t ,  o n l y  1 O  l u x
a  1  1 / 2 "  E l e c t r o n i c  v i e w f i n d e r
0  R e c o r d i n g  C h e c k
E  A u t o m a t i c  w h i t e  b a l a n c e  a d j u s t m e n t
t r  S t i l l  and  speed-search
t r  6X Power  zoom lens ,  f  1  .4
t r  L i g h t w e i g h t , 5 . 5  l b s .  ( w i t h o u t  b a t t e r y  p a c k )
on the ACIIOO.
...or for full line cctalog of quclity Audio
& Yldeo equipment coll or wrife.
$1.O0 fo r  pos tage per  ca ta log  wou ld  be  apprec ia ted .
vHs
Coll lcy Cole for prices
SPeciolt
Copyette | &l
$2gg.oo
P L U S  l O O  F R E E
C-6O CASSETTES
AG-100
f E t E X'.',lo,#,1 l"'$:*lL::
N o w  y o u  c a r . r  b u i l d  a  H i g h  S p e e d  t a p e  d u p l i c a t i n g
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The Apostolic
Message Today
-s the Bible's manual for church
planting and growth, the Book
of Acts presents the first
chapter in 2,000 years of church history.
It tells the thrilling and dynamic story
of the birth and growth of the early
church and its expansion into Europe.
The exciting accounts in this great book
portray the collective accomplishments
of the early church body and the stories
of great men and women of God as they
served Him individually.
Often we read of one person who
spoke with a single voice for the cause
of Christ. Peter's sermon on the Day of
Pentecost and Stephen's defense before
the Sanhedrin stand out as moments of
courase and conviction when one man
took Jn the established religion of the
day, even if it meant paying with his life.
Paul's message on Mars Hill in
Athens illustrates the power of a single
voice cracking the religious confusion of
the time. Standing in front of the pagan
temples of Greece, he announced that
the "[.ord of heaven and earth, dwelleth
not in temples made with hands" (Acts
17:24). He then called them to repen-
tance and true faith in Christ. During
Paul's controversial ministry in Corinth,
God reassured him: "Be not afraid, but
speak, and hold not thy peace: For I am
with thee, and no man shall set on thee
to hurt thee" (Acts 18:9-10).
These men were giants for God. They
withstood imprisonment, ridicule,
persecution, stoning, shipwreck, and
martyrdom to preach Christ and plant
churches. And down through the ages
their message has not changed. We still
preach the same message today.
A message of conviction. The early
apostles thundered the gospel with
authority and conviction. They did
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Art, portrays the
accomplishments of the
early church and the
stories of great men
and women of God
as they served Him.
rlot compromise their messages. They
preached the sinfulness of mankind, the
lost condition of the unsaved, and the
fearful reality of the judgment of God.
They announced salvation for all through
the shed blood of Christ, the Lamb of
God.
A message ofhope. They preached a
message of hope, not mere condemna-
tion, to people in need of help and in
need of a Saviour. They viewed sin as
a spiritual problem that God alone could
solve. To the apostles, psychological nd
genetic determinism were totally foreign
concepts. The glory of the Cross ban-
ished all excuses. Thus, the apostles con-
vinced the early Christians of the life-
changing impact of the gospel message.
A message of encouragement. When
Mark failed, and Paul was reluctant to
trust him again, Barnabas stepped in
and restored Mark to a full and active
ministry. Learning his lesson, Paul later
went out of his way to encourage the
Ephesian elders. These early believers
soon learned the importance of edifying
one another. They found no room for
critical spirits and jealous infighting.
The urgency of winning their world for
Christ consumed them.
A message of concern. When Paul set
sail for Rome in chains, he warned the
captain of the impending storm. Ignor-
ing that warning, the captain deter-
mined to sail, and all nearly lost their
Iives at sea. Even then Paul's concern for
the safety of his companions spoke more
loudly than the storm with its crashing
waves.
On another occasion Paul's concern
was for the Philippian jailer: "Do thyself
no harm." Again, he reasoned with his
countrymen in the synagogues and
pleaded with the Gentiles in the market-
place. He raised young Eutychus back
to life. He risked his own life to return
to Jerusalem to urge Felix, Festus, and
Agrippa to trust in Christ. Here was a
man who cared about people.
A message of confidence. Faced with
rejection and persecution, the apostles
spoke their convictions bravely and with
confidence in God. They cared nothing
about popularity. Cowardice and timid'-
ity had no place in their ministries.
They brought the message of God to a
wicked society-to try to keep it from
breaking up on the high seas of im-
morality and indifference.
Now the responsibility of carrying
the apostolic message of conviction,
hope, encouragement, concern, and con-
fidence is ours. America's salvation rests
on the willingness of today's church to
speak up for God. We can give our chil-
dren a better world in which to live only
if we speak courageously to our
society-and change itl I
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Criticism
by Edward Dobson
(A ometimes I wish I could print a
\ ru-p,rng or rne lerrers i g., ,n
\J the mail. I have been called
everything from a courageous Chris-
tian to a compromising cultist. I have
been accused of neo-Evangelicalism,
Liberalism, Humanism, and even So-
cialism. I have had curses placed upon
me, my home, and family-to the third
and fourth generation. One person
even questioned whether or not I had
been saved. B. R. Lakin often said that
there is a way to avoid such attacks.
Believe nothing, say nothing, do noth-
ing. Since I have not chosen this cow-
ardly course of action, criticism is part
of my lot.
Valid Criticism
God often uses the valid criticism
of others to correct our thinking and
course of action. While accepting such
criticism is difficult for us as human
beings, it is necessary for our spiritual
benefit. In our sincere attemDts to
relate our Christianity to the complex
problems of contemporary society, rve
often make mistakes. We mav sav the
wrong thing, or the right thing ai the
wrong time, or the wrong thing at the
right time. May God help us never to
be too proud to apologize.
I am afraid that as Fundamentalists
we find that saying we made a mistake
is most difficult. We find justifying and
rationalizing our failures much easier-
it reinforces our image (or self-image)
of infallibility. B. R. Lakin had a pro-
found influence upon my thinking. He
often told me that we Fundamentalists
build our fences too high. As a result
we isolate ourselves from others, and
because we cannot admit our mistakes,
we eventually build ourselves into self-
imposed isolation.
Invalid Criticism
We can expect unfair and invalid
criticism from those who oppose us. A
New York newspaper stated that
Jerry Falwell is an outspoken supporter
of racist organizations uch as the Ku
Klux Klan. Such erroneous reporting
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GA oftenuses valid
criticism to correct our
thinking and course
of action, but invalid
attacks from other
Fundamentalists are
unnecessary and unfair,
is despicable and disgusting. While we
expect groups that are bent on destroy-
ing Fundamentalism to care little about
a balanced presentation of the facts,
we hope for better treatment from the
"unbiased" media.
Most difficult to understand is in-
valid criticism from within the Funda-
mentalist movement. Recently, we were
accused of joining the National Council
of Churches. Now, any rational human
being who knows us would laugh at
such an accusation. Jerry Falwell
would no more ioin the National Coun-
cil of Churchesihan he would join the
Communist party. Yet this erroneous
statement was made by a fellow Funda-
mentalist, an editor of a nationally
distributed newspaper. How did he ar-
rive at such a ludicrous conclusion?
The NCC publishes a yearbook of all
churches and religious organizations.
Liberty Baptist Fellowship appears in
that book, as do other Fundamentalist
groups such as the General Association
of Regular Baptists, the Grace Breth-
ren, the Freewill Baptists, and the
Associated Gospel Churches, which is
related to Bob Jones University. The
book also includes a listing of all ac-
credited Bible colleges and theological
seminaries. Of course, the editor made
no mention of these groups or of the
fact that the yearbook includes all
religious denominations and has noth-
ing to do with being associated with
the National Council of Churches.
Why was the accusation made?
Perhaps because of a lack of journal-
istic background the editor did not
know any better, Perhaps he failed to
check his sources. Perhaps he thought
this information could be used some-
how to his advantage. Whatever the
case, he lacked journalistic integrity
by not reporting the facts or check-
ing with Jerry Falwell to see if this
were true. On both accounts he violated
biblical directives and the standards of
honesty and fairness. But then, this is
not the first time he has done this. He,
like other self-proclaimed keepers of
the faith, seems to delight in manipu-
lating information toward some hidden
agenda.
Invalid attacks from other Funda-
mentalists are unnecessary and unfair.
I have not mentioned the name of the
editor or his publication because some
are unaware of the situation and I
would not want them to prejudge this
man's character. I believe he loves
God, and I hope that in the future he
will refrain from the same tactics that
we endure from the Left. I think he
made a mistake, and if he is a sincere
Christian I have every confidence that
he will print a front-page retraction
and apology in his periodical.
No End in Sight
Criticism. We will live with it until
the Coming of Christ. However, we
must be careful that the criticisms
we make are indeed the truth spoken
in love. In this editorial I have been
critical of other Fundamentalists, but
I hope I have spoken the truth in love
and that I have not impugned the
character of others or misrepresented
the truth. We must maintain integ-
rity, honesty, and fairness. To do less
is to be less than Christian and re-
duces the Fundamentalist movement
to petty infighting and unnecessary
wars. We must never forget that the
real battle is against Satan and his
-
Iworld system.
PROVEN CURRICULUM
The Curriculum has been developed and proven by
Dr, H. L. Willmington, Vice President, Liberty Baptist
Schools; Director, Intemational Bible Center; and Dean,
Liberty Home Bible Institute. The Curriculum uses
the Historical Method to study the twelve main
Chronological Stages of Bible History from Genesis
through Revelation and the Theological Method to
study the 12 Basic Doctrinal Themes.
TURN,KEY PACKAGE
The International Bible Center provides a proven, field-
tested program on starting a Local Church Bible
Institute in your church. The total package includes
Director's Seminar, complete Director's manual with
all information needed to start a L,ocal Church Bible
Irstitute, lrsson Plans, and textbook ordering procedures.
LOCAL CHURCH
The I-ocal Church Bible Irstitute is a ministry of the Local
Church. The pastor is the President of the l-ocal Institute
and as such sets policies for the l.ocal Church Bible
Institute that are compatible with the Local Church.
ADMINISTRATION
The Local Church Bible Institute as a Local Church
Ministry is designed to be taught at your church by your
own Church Staff or experienced Lay Staff. The Irutitute
is designed to meet one night a week for three hours.
Tuition is established by the Local Church.
IT WORKS
Our first class graduated June 30 with 18 students. This
fall, nearly 100 churches in 26 states and 6 foreign coun-
tries will be teaching the lVord of God to over 2-,000 stu-
dents in their own Local Church Bible Institute Program.
THE NEED
Today there is a tremendous need for Christians to study
God's \ilord in a systematic program that only a Bible
Insticute format can provide. By God's grace the Inrer-
national Bible Center will help 1,000 churches to start
l-ocal Church Bible Institutes during the next three years.
TO START
To ffnd out how to start or to discuss if a local Church
Bible Institute is for your church, please complete the
RESPONSE CARD provided.
To register for Director's Seminar please complete
RESPONSE CARD opposite page 58.
JAI\UARY 6.9, 1986
MARCH 31,APRIL 2, 1986
These three-day DIRECTOR'S SEMINARS will explain in detail how to start a LOCAL
CHURCH BIBLE INSTITUTE. Recommended for Pastors and/or Bible Institute Directors.
Seminar fee is $50. The Seminar will be conducted at Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA.
HOTELA/tOTEL
For reservations at reduced rates, please call our toll-free
number, 1-800446-5000, extension 2291. CALL EARLY!
INTERNATIONAL BIBLE CENTER
Box 20000
Lynchburg, Virginia 24506
Phone (804) 237 -5961
The Mainline Is
Becoming the Sideline
-hese days the major Liberal
denominations are customarily
referred to as "mainline" Prot-
estantism. Fundamentalists, Evangeli-
cals, and Conservatives in general are
painted as ecclesiastical "rednecks"
who are out of the mainstream of
American religion. However, several
recent studies reveal that Conser-
vatives are growing and Liberals
declining at such a rate that the
mainline is in dangerbf becoming the
sidelinel
During the decade of the 1970s the
United Methodists lost nearly a million
and the Episcopal church lost nearly
a half mil l ion. In the last 20 years
mainline denominations have experi-
enced a combined membershio decline
of nearly 5 mill ion people. Dein Kelly,
a church growth expert with the Na-
tional Council of Churches, admitted
at a recent conference sponsored by
the Center on Religion and Society that
he could not name a sinsle church at-
-
L r, only a matter
of time until the
Conservative clergy
hold the majority
of America's pulpits,
tached to the NCC that was exoerienc-
ing growth of any kind.
Enrollments at Liberal seminaries are
also down drastically. A recent survey
of "What Students Are Shunning," in the
September 4, 1985, Chronicle ol Higher
Education (p.32), reveals that only 0.2
percent of all students choose to study
for the ministry in the first place. While
Conservative seminaries like Dallas,
Grace, Liberry, Temple, Trinityand West-
minster have been experiencing record
enrollments, the mainline seminaries
have seriously declined. That means the
percentage of Conservatives ntering the
ministry is continually increasing. In
other words, it is only a matter of time
until the Conservative clergy hold the
majority of America's pulpits.
ln its September 2, 1985, issue, TIME
magazine heralded the growth of Fun-
damentalism with a cover feature and
two editorials on the impact of Conser-
vative Christianity in America. Noting
that Fundamentalists "have not been so
well financed, visible, organized, and ef-
fective" since the 1920s, the editorials
acknowledged that Fundamentalism is
"bursting beyond the church walls into
the wider society."
The TIME articles pointed to the exis-
tence of 1,000 Christian radio stations
(one in nine nationwide), 10,000 Chris-
tian schools, at least 13 million viewers
of religious television, and unparalleled
church growth among Conservatives. In
an era of theological indifference and
ethical relativism, more obviously than
ever, Funddmentalism is becoming the
predominant voice of religion irithis
country.
The facts cannot be ignored. Liberal-
ism is in reverse and shows no signs of
changing gears. In the meantime Fun-
damentalism has been in overdrive put-
ting its dynamic force into the political
and social arena, Committed to the
absolute authority of Scripture and
undaunted by criticism and public
opinion, the resurgence of Fundamen-
talism into the mainstream of American
Iife could well change the course of
history by the end of this century. I
American Lutheran Church 190,064
Christian. Church (Disciples) 299,0.71_
irii:?1fi'.'&l'f*4*:f*u i!i:i!iil;;{G# 9f.I.+'il^il's 143,264243,885
1,052,186
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United Church of Christ
United Methodist Church
United Presbyterian Church in USA 
'744',772
Statistics adopted from Yearbook of American and Canadian Churches 1984
by Ed Hindson
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CHURCH FINANCE
by Frank Schmitt
Fundamentalist Journal asfted
Frank Schmitt of Liberty University
to study church finances. Question-
naires sent to a random sampling
of 300 churches on our mailing list,
and to other sources ol informa-
Iion on church finances, provided
interesting and helpful informa-
tion on how churches utilize their
financial resources.
hristians are usually interested
in how their church oDerates.
Whether a family of n-ew con-
verts experiencing their first pastoral
visit or mature Christians attendins a
church budget meeting, people ask ihe
same questions. "What happens to my
money after I put it in the offering?"
"Who decides how it will be spent?"
"How does our church budget com-
pare to the budgets of other churches?"
Today's church budget is very dif-
ferent from that of New Testament
churches. First-century churches did
not build and maintain buildings, oper-
ate printing presses, buy time and space
in the media, buy materials for educa-
tional programs, or operate church
offices. Supporting the pastors and
taking care of widows, orphans, and
others in need probably constituted
the bulk of their expenses.
Now, each church budget is unique.
No two ministries serve identical com-
munities. Needs and priorities vary ac-
cording to the specialized programs
required to serve church families and
reach the unsaved in each church situ-
ation. Nevertheless, a comparison of
the different churches responding to
the questionnaire and how they use
their financial resources is helpful.
SI Church Budget Planning
Most churches use budgets for
financial planning and control. Sixty-
five percent use the calendar year as
their fiscal or budget year. July through
June or October through September
are common alternatives.
The hardest part of planning a
church budget is estimating the in-
come. Some churches averase the an-
nual percentage of increase in income
for the past three to five years and
multiply that average times the cur-
rent year's income to estimate the next
year's income. Some determine the
average gift per Sunday school student
for the current year and multiply that
by the expected average Sunday school
attendance for the next year to esti-
mate future income. The average weekly
gift per Sunday school student is $15.44.
f r at christians were
to tithe through their
churches, pastors might
find themselves in a
situation like Moses,
when the people
had to be stopped
from giving,
Some churches determine the tithe
potential of the membership, or 10
percent of the income of all member
families. Most churches can expect to
receive about one-third of this tithe
potential. If all Christians were to tithe
through their churches, pastors might
find themselves in a situation like
Moses did in Exodus 36:5-7, when the
people had to be stopped from giving.
This is an unlikely budget plan for
today.
A budget primarily allocates the
income of the church to its various
programs and ministries. Generally
speaking, church expenses fall into the
following categories: missions, staff,
programs, and buildings. A typical
percentage allocation for evaluating an
individual church budget is l0 percent
for missions, 30 percent for staff, 30
percent for programs, and 30 percent
for building. Churches responding to
the questionnaire were close to those
percentages, budgeting 16 percent for
missions, 41 percent for staff, and 43
percent for programs and facilities.
$ INtissions Giving
Every church gives to missions.
Many churches today take the Great
Commission seriously. These churches
do not give the leftovers to missions.
They make it a high priority. Missions
giving averages 15.8 percent of total in-
come. The churches use three different
systems of missionary giving: to spe-
cific people or programs, designated
giving-with nothing coming from the
regular budget, and Faith Promise giv-
ing. One church practicing the Faith
Promise plan gives an amount equal to
almost one-half of its total budget to
missions. In some churches, missionary
giving is not to specific people or pro-
grams, but through a denomination
program. The Cooperative Program of
the Southern Baptist Convention is
an example.
Over 90 percent of all missions giv-
ing, or 14.3 percent of total income, ivas
specifically allocated either to foreign
or to home missions. A few individual
churches give more to home missions
than to foreign missions, but the aver-
age to foreign missions is twice that
given to home missions.
Financial assistance to needy fami-
Iies is in 65 percent of the church
budgets. Most of these also receive
special designated offerings for needy
families during the year. The combined
total of budgeted and special offerings
for needy families represents only a
little more than I percent of total in-
come, or about 8 percent of the funds
allocated to missions.
Forty percent of the churches di-
rectly support Christian colleges. Many
of the gifts to Christian colleges are
from individuals. Even thoush a smaller
number of churches t.tppoit Christian
colleges than give to needy families,
the dollar amount is almost the same.
Rescue missions and Save-A-Baby min-
istries receive support from about 5
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percent of the churches. About I per-
cent of the missions dollar poes to
other mission causes.
Sf Staff support
Generally, church staff members
are not very well compensated. There
are exceptions, but many pastors and
church workers are underoaid.
The church"t s,rrueyed spend 4l
percent of total income for the support
of their staff. Seventv nercent have
paid staf f  in  addi t ion- tothe pastora l
staff. The pastoral staff receive 32 per-
cent of total income, or over three-
fourths of the staff dollars. Other staff
members receive 9 percent of total in-
come, or just under one-fourth of the
staff dollars.
Income allocated for staff support
varies widely. Small churches allocate
from 20 to 80 percent of their income
to staff support. Churches with more
than 250 members, 35 percent of those
surveyed, range from 28 to 50 percent
for staff support. The average is 43 per-
cent of total income. The largest church
allocates 49 percent of income for staff
support.
$Ichurch Programs
The bus ministry is the most expen-
sive church program. Only 30 percent
of the churches have a bus ministrv.
but  more is  spent  on i t  than any other
program-nearly four times the amount
spent on Sunday school. One church
spends nearly 13 times more on buses
than on Sunday school. Considered a
missions type ministry, these bus min-
istries receive more of the budset than
home missions do.
Second in total dollar allocation
only to the bus ministry, the Sunday
school appeared in more of the budgets
than any other program. Sunday schools
in some smaller churches maintain their
own budgets, separate from the church
budget. These churches allocate almost
2 percent of total income for the Sunday
school-$10.78 a year for each pupil.
The next highest budget allocation
goes for the youth program, almost I
percent of the total budget, or about
58 percent of the Sunday school budget.
Far more churches have youth budgets
than budgets for ministries to children
or adults.
Just under the youth budget in total
dollars is the music budget, about 45
percent of the Sunday school budget.
Almost as much is budgeted for pro-
motion of special days.
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The survey did not request infor-
mation on church office, printing, and
mailing expenses, but these are also
important parts of the church program
budget.
SIChurch Buildings
Although New Testament churches
did not have special buildings, some-
time about the fourth centurv. churches
started using special buildings for meet-
ings. Since then a good percentage of the
tithes and offerings of God's people has
been spent on buildings. Debt retire-
ment is a significant part of the budgets
of the churches surveyed. An average
of 8.5 percent of their total income
goes to debt retirement, but 55 percent
of the churches have no budget for
debt retirement. The 45 percent of the
churches budgeting for debt retire-
ment allocate 14 percent of their in-
come for this purpose.
Although none were found in this
study, some churches allow their debt
retirement o reach 40 or 50 percent of
their income. These churches have real
problems maintaining a proper finan-
cial position.
Sixty-five percent of the churches
are financing a building fund. Many
churches retiring a debt also raise
money for additional buildings. This
is a sign of a growth-oriented church.
Building funds are being financed
through the budget and through special
designated offerings. The churches
allocate 6.6 percent of their budgeted
income to a building fund and donors
designate another 3 percent of the total
income for the building fund, for a
combined total of nearlv 10 oercent of
the total income. Added to the 8.5 oer-
cent of income for debt retirementjthe
churches are allocating nearly 20 per-
cent of their income for construction.
Annual Budget Allocations
The "typical" church responding to the questionnaire was 53 years old,
had272 members, averaged 144 in Sunday school attendance and 169 in
Sunday morning church. The annual budget income of $103,860 was
allocated in the following way: percentage
Account Dollars of Budset
Foreign missions
Home missions
Assistance to needy families
Christian colleses
Save-A-Baby
Rescue missions
Pastor's support
Other staff support
Bus ministry
Sunday school
Youth ministry
Music ministry
Promotion of special days
Christian day school
Debt retirement
Buildine fund
AII other accounts
TOTAL
In addition to the budget, the average church gave special designated
offerings for the following causes:
Foreign missions
Home missions
Assistance to needy families
Christian colleges
Save-A-Baby
Christian day school
Special speakers/musicians
Building fund
Other designated
Total designated
Grand total of income
::rt.:.:.::::ir..:::,ir::,r::i::::1,1u:tt]1lii:.:ul ::..-.,.1u:iu.tlii::l::i:t1tt:ti':t :t,::r:lrt-]1:ti
$ 10,250 9.80/o
4,707 4.50/o
726 .7 o/o
366 .4o/o
270 .30/o
11,2 .1o/o
32,982 31.70/o
9,274 8.90/o
2,194 2.10/o
1,549 1.50/o
891 .90/o
703 .7o/o
536 .50/o
380 .4o/o
8,868 9.50/o
6,884 6.60/o
23,172 22.40/o
$103,860 100.0%
$ 7 ,814
1 , 1 8 0
286
761
.  1 3
1,792
585
?  ) ) qr r - - r
1,634
$ 17,294
_$_121Jt1_
ii::tl..:,1:,,l,rf l.ili. ,u,..::.::i:,.t,.,,,,:
After the buildings are constructed
they have to be lighted, heated, cooled,
cleaned, maintained, and insured. Al-
though the survey did not gather this
information, these building costs prob-
ably amount to l0 percent or more of
the total income of a church. Church
buildings easily require one-fourth of
every dollar donated to the church, and
in many instances even more.
SI Designated Special Offerings
Special designated gifts are not for
the general fund or church budget, but
for a wide variety of purposes. In the
study group, 30 percent of the churches
do not report any special or designated
giving.
The churches that did report desig-
nated offerings received 16.6 percent
of the total amount given toward the
budgets of all the churches. The lowest
amount was 2 percent of the budget of
one church, but another actually re-
ceived an amount equal to 46 percent of
their budget income in special gifts. This
is the church with the very high Faith
Promise Plan for giving to missions.
SI Diversity and Responsibility
Churches receive and snend a lot of
money. Labor expenses, as with many
organizations, is the biggest expense
item. The cost of buildings is the second
highest expense. The programs or min-
istries of the church, which require the
staff and buildings, account for the
third highest expense category. Mis-
sions represents the final priority in
the typical church, according to the
dollars spent.
This study is limited to averages
and a small representative sample. Not
many babies are born weighing the
average birth weight. Not many men
are the average height. Not many fam-
ilies earn the average income. Not
many churches allocate their financial
resources as the average church does.
An average gives something to use in
comparison. Perhaps this will help pas-
tors and church Ieaders compare their
church finances with others and realize
they are not as different as they thought,
or reaffirm why their priorities in
church finance are different. Either
way, may the church's stewardship of
God's money improve.
I Frank Schmitt is chairman of the
department of educational ministries,
Liberty University. He holds an Ed.D.
from New Orleans Baptist Theolosical
Seminary, New Orleins, Louisiaia.
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immy Brown died May 19,
1984, in the south central
Pennsylvania town of South
Mountain. He was a special 18-year-old.
He ioved everybody, but most of all he
loved God. What is so unusual about an
1S-year-old boy who loved God?
Timmy attended South Mountain
Bible Church, where he was always
found sitting on the front row, his head
cocked skwvard and his muscular hands
either holding a hgnnal or pounding the
air as he tried to lead music. Althoush
he seldom sang all the lyrics and oft6n
held his book upside down, Timmy's en-
thusiasm always prompted comments
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Tr. often picked
people out and ordered,
"Yott go to church!"
A;d they did,
from visitors. He simply loved music
and insisted that his mother, Sally, play
Christmas carols throughout he year.
After the benediction Timmy was the
l
first person to meet the pastor, and they
walked arm-in-arm down the center
aisle toward the front door. Timmy
called young and old by their first
names as he greeted them with his raspy
voice. His father, Barry, said Tim often
picked people out and ordered, "You go
to church!" And they did. Who was
going to argue with a Down's syndrome
child?
When he was born, the physicians
neglected to tell the family how to feed
Tim. They wanted Sally and Barry to
institutionalize their baby. But Timmy
lived at home and developed a ministry.
"He gave everything he had to the [ord,"
h
. 9
o
q
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He loved to sing. His favorite song
was "To God Be the Glory." His mother
said, "He loved the chorus, 'Praise the
[ord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear
His voice.' I heard'praise the L,ord'hun-
dreds of times a day as he sang it over
and over again."
Not many people in thatsmall church
will forget Tim's first Communion. It
was his 17th birthday, and the church
family had celebrated earlier that morn-
ing by giving him a card shower. Now
it was evening, and candles lit the sanc-
tuary as everyone received Communion.
All except two deacons and Timmy had
partaken of the [,ord's Supper. The
pastorspotted the young man and asked,
"Would Timmy like to receive
Communion?"
While the congregation waited in
silence, Timmy's parents conveyed the
question to him. Timmy nodded yes.
After Tim and the deacons had fin-
ished eating the bread and drinking the
cup, the pastor invited the congrega-
tion to hold hands in a circle around the
sanctuary and sing "Blest Be the Tie
That Binds." The tears beean to flow
from every eye as the coilejtive church
body thought of Tim, an innocent whose
death was imminent and whose life was
filled with praise to God.
In October 1983 Timmy saw a har-
vest moon overlooking a copper field.
He told his father that he would be
going there in summer. "I'm going up
there to be with God and Jesus," he said.
Timmy spent his remaining months in-
sisting he would be moving to a new
house-a blue one.
"When I read in Revelation that the
foundations in heaven contain sap-
phires," Sally remarked, "I truly be-
lieved that the Lord was speaking to this
very special child and allowed Tim to
prepare us for what was to come."
Two weeks before his fatal heart at-
tack, Timmy began to sing "Lord, I'm
Coming Home" nearly nonstop. He was
stricken in the dining room at the very
spot where he held his daily services.
His tombstone says simply, "Praise
the Lord" and features Christ hugging
a boy with a Moe haircut like Tim's. By
the world's standards, Timmy's life was
handicapped and incomplete, but by
God's standard, the only measure of
eternal value, his life was rich and
complete. He was in constant commu-
nion with God.
I Michael R. Smith is a freeJance
writer and news reporter in Fayetteville,
Pennsylvania.
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Sally said. "We had something so special
for 18 years, something most people
never experience. Tim Ioved the Lord
and put Him first in his life."
Despite his condition, aggravated by
an enlarged heart which crowded his
lungs and supplied too much blood to
his body, Timmy spent every day hold-
ing church services in his dining room.
Using a lectern built by his pastor,
Timmy gave announcements, had a two
hour hymn sing, and concluded with a
message. Only he and the Lord could
understand the sermon outline. Often he
repeated the service in the afternoon or
evenins.
How to Find
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contact Intercristo.
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Fulfilling theGreot Comrnission Includes Specicl Ministries to Specicl People
by Angela Elwell Hunt
here are people around us we
choose to ignore. Unless we
are,personal ly acquainted
through family or unavoidable associa-
tion, we skirt around their lives and try
to pretend they do not exist. We com-
plain about the abundance of reserved
parking spaces we would like to use;
we joke about the extra-wide doors in
public restrooms. School children
tease each other when the wide yellow
bus from the training school passes
them-"Hey, Joe, you missed your
bus l "
. 
B.yt the mentally and physically
handicapped are pait of us.'They love
and cry; have ambition and feai, and
their souls need a Saviour. Ten percent
of the population of the United- States
have some sort of disability, but only
five percent of churches make any
accommodation for them.
"I think that the believer in Jesus
Christ is to minister to all the world-
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n percent of the
population ltave some
sort of disability, but only
five percent of'churchei
make any accommdation
for them.
Evelyn West Ayrault,
a clinical psychologist
who grew up with cere-
bral palsy, has written
Ten
Commandments
for those who work with
a handicapped person:
1. Adjust to him as
he is, with love and
respect.
2. Give him a feeling
of securitv-both
physical and emotional.
3. Help him to do
the best he can in learn-
ing to live with his
handicap.
4. Encourage him to
be dependent on
himself and to assume
as much responsi-
bility as he is able.
5. Protect him from
fear and frustration
where possible.
6. Never push him to
do more than he is
physically or mentally
capable of doing.
7. Realize that his
wishes, opinions, and
ideas are evidence of
growth.
8. Show an interest
in his activities, how-
ever small they may be.
9. Praise him for
what he accomplishes.
10. Encourage him
to adjust to himself as
he is rather than as he
wishes he could be.
disabled as well as able people," says
Dan Carder, pastor of special ministries
for Grace Community Church in Sun
Valley, California. "The Great Commis-
sion is for every person. We view the
handicapped as people with problems,
but first and foremost, we view them
as people who need salvation. They
give us opportunities for service and
growth."
Grace Community is a large, inde-
pendent church with over 400 people
involved in programs for the physically
disabled, mentally retarded, blind, and
deaf. Carder's program includes camp
ing and athletics, a weekly activity for
the mentally retarded, and transporta-
tion services for those who need
special assistance. The church also has
trained braille transcribers preparing
tracts, instructional material, sermon
outlines, and other information for the
blind.
Joni Eareckson Tada, perhaps the
most well-known quadriplegic today,
attends Grace Community Church with
her husband, Ken. Together they work
intwo other ministries forthe disabled-
Joni and Friends and the People Plus
program.
Joni and Friends is desisned to in-
form churches of the need fJr ministrv
to the disabled through seminars and
educational programs. People Plus is a
more specific, handson approach to the
different types of disabilities, attendant
care, and dealing with the handicapped.
One of the largest Sunday school
classes at the First Baptist Church of
New Philadelphia, Ohio, is the Good
Shepherd Class, taught by Neil Beal, a
layman. This class is for the mentally
disabled, and the 1,500 members of the
church have supported it for years.
"Each Sunday we have between 60
and 70 adult students and seven
workers," reports Beal. "We used to
have many activities during the week,
but the class just grew to be too large."
Good Shepherd students come from fos-
ter homes, private homes, and "group
homes" in Ohio. (The concept of group
homes is new in many states. Self-
sufficient residents are being released
from state mental institutions and
placed in private homes under supervi-
sion. There are usuallv three to four
residents per home.)
During the two-andone-half hour
Sunday school class, Beal keeps his
students busy. They participate in a
craft time, see a Christian film, have
fellowship with snacks and informal
talk, and lots of breaks. Beal teaches a
Bible lesson; the students learn memory
verses; and they sing songs until the ser-
vice is over. The class is very orderly,
and Beal says he has never had an un-
manageable situation arise.
Does Beal encourage them to make a
profession of faith? Yes, but on an indi
vidual basis. "If I gave a public invitation
at the end of every lesson, every hand
would be up every week. We have coun-
selors who determine the level of each
student and deal with them individually.
If they really understand the gospel, we
encourage them to be baptized and join
the church."
June Wilson is superintendent of the
special education department for River-
dale Baptist Church in Upper Marlboro,
Maryland. This 2,000-member church
has been involved in programs for the
mentally retarded for 15 years and also
has an unusual ministry to the deaf.
Buses from the church travel 25 miles
each Sunday to Gallaudet College and
the neighboring high school to bring
deaf students to the church.
Riverdale Baptist Church used to
bus 160 people from a nearby state men-
tal institution to church, but the
church's new location does not have
facilities for such a large crowd. Now
they hold a monthly service at the in-
stitution and offer a special Sunday
school class for about 20 mentally
retarded churchgoers.
June Wilson's Sunday school pro-
gram is similar to Neil Beal's. However,
since her group is smaller, she is able
to plan activities for her class. They have
visited museums, attended professional
basketball and hockey games, held par-
ties, and gone bowling. They often have
luncheons after Sunday school,
Dave Taylor directs the special edu-
cation department at Thomas Road Bap
tist Church in Lynchburg, Virginia.
There is a large facility for the mentally
retarded in Lynchburg; between 100-150
of its residents attend a special Sunday
school class on the grounds of Liberty
University. A smaller class for com-
munity residents meets at the church.
Taylor says that 90 percent of the
teaching is done at the primary level,
and the actual class program is similar
to any children's Sunday school class.
"But problems do arise. We have one
34-year-old man who is on the mental
level of a 7-year-old. But you can't teach
him like a 7-year-old because he knows
he's older than that."
Why don't more churches have active
programs for the handicapped? Taylor
says, "I suppose most people are ig-
norant of the need, or perhaps they just
don't know how, or they are afraid."
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"Once a girl here became upset be-
cause she saw a retarded young man.
She went running for help, and related
that she'd seen a demon-possessed man
drooling from the mouth."
That sort of fear must be overcome if
we are to help people. The Association
for Retarded Citizens estimates that 1
out of l0 American families includes a
retarded individual. That is six million
Americans-a figure so staggering that
the church cannot continue to ienore it.
"f rupp*, mwt pple
arc ignorant d the nd,
or pertaps they Just dont
Inow how, or they are
afraid,"
There are aids to help those who
work with the handicapped, Braille and
"talking" books and magazines are
distributed through libraries to the
blind and physically handicapped.
Printed matter for the blind or those
who cannot read due to a physical im-
pairment may be mailed free of charge.
Consult your local postmaster. The
Clearinghouse on the Handicapped (330
C Street S.W., Washington, DC 20202)
responds to inquiries and serves as a
resource to organizations that supply
information to, and about, handicapped
individuals. The President's Committee
on Mental Retardation @epartment of
Healthand Human Services, Room 4025,
Washington, DC 20201) coordinates
mental retardation programs in agen-
cies and organizations. It an'swers
questions from the public, maintains
data bases, and publishes reports. Their
Drectory of Services to the Handicapped
and, Directory of Funding Possibilities
are free upon request.
Jesus blessed the children, cornment-
ing on the beauty of their simple faith,
and then He warned that any who of-
fend them would be better off if a
millstone were tied around his neck, and
he were drowned in the depths of the
sea. The mentally handicapped are like
those little children, and we are not to
offend them.
The physically handicapped are just
like you and me-in need of the gospel
and responsible for sharing it. We must
do everything we can to recognize, not
ignore, their need. I
l , t , l i
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"The battle is raging all around, "
Chuck Colson writes. The gospel
is mocked. Moral absolutes are
denied. Evilis rampant and even
welcomed. The battle touches
every one of us and leaves millions
perishing spiritually and physically.
And in the midst of the struggle,
Chuck Colson asks: Who Speaks
for God? Who will truly confess
Christ? Who will stand against he
$6.95
Who Speaks for God?
by Chailes Colson
At your favorite bookstore or write:
ffi**:-mli
world? Who will obey God's holy
Word?
If Loving God helped change
your heart, Who Speaks for
God? could change your life. A
book that challenges and inspires
courage to live in obedience to our
Lord and Savior.
Thank God for Chuck
Colson's clarity of vision!
J. L Packer
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How Reli$on
Shaped
History
by Ed Hindson
Fto- the time the Pilgrims arrived
fi at Plymouth, Nlassichusetts, in
I November 1620, American reli-
gion was shaped by English Puritan
and Separatist beliefs. Having sepa-
rated from the established Church of
England, the first Pilgrims left their
homeland for Holland as early as 1593
in search of liberty. These fugitives
from religious persecution eventually
settle{ in two communities in Amster-
dam. The London group was pastored
by Francis Johnson and the Gains-
borough group was pastored by John
Smyth.
In 1597 Johnson and three others
actually joined an expedition to Canada
to establish a colony for the exiles on
the Island of Ranae. However. thev met
with rough weather, went aground on
the rocks off the coast of Newfound-
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L,l, Abraham of o/d,
builder and maker is God.
land and were pillaged by French pi-
rates. Defeated and beleaguered, they
were forced to return to Europe, but
their dream of freedom never died.
The Amsterdam church eventually
srew to 300 under Johnson. He was
The principle of self-governing
autonomy was deeply entrenched
in the Pilgrim mind. Robinson was
strongly convinced that the true Chris-
tian Church should be composed of
Christian men, indwelt by the Holy
Spirit, and capable-undei His illumi
nation-of self-government. He be-
Iieved that no other power, civil or
ecclesiastical, had the right to super-
sede that divine calling.
As the Thirty Years'War began to
break out in Europe, the Pilgrims made
the historic decision to sell all their
possessions and set sail for America.
Bringing little more than the clothes on
their backs, and clutchine their be-
loved Geneva Bibles, they iet sail for
England, After some delay they even-
tually embarked from Plymouth on the
Mayflower on September 6, 1620, with
a cargo of 102 passengers, 200 books,
and Elder William Brewster's printing
D T C S S .
- 
Halfway across the Atlantic the
huge crossbeam supporting the main
mast c,racked uring a violent storm.
At the point of desperation, the Pil-
grims remembered the great iron screw
of Brewster's printing press and used
it to raise the beam back to its proper
position. Spared by the providence of
God, the grateful Pilgrims continued
their two-month journey across the
they had iourneyed
to a land of promise
seeking a citt wrtose
assisted by Henry Ainsworth, four rul-
ing elders, three deacons, and a widow
who served as deaconess. In the mean-
time Smyth's church, which was more
Congregational in government, was
growing as well. In 1608, stil l another
group came from Scrooby, England, Ied
by Richard Clyfton and John Robinson.
They eventually settled at Leyden, Hol-
land, in 1609. There Robinson became
their pastor and was able to purchase a
house, which served as a meeting place
for the Pilgrims, who valued "peace
and spiritual comfort above any other
riches."
ocean and sighted the shores of Cape
Cod in the early morning of Novem-
ber 9, 1620.
Following their Scrooby Church
Covenant, the Pilgrims wrote the May-
flower Compact while sti l l  aboard
ship. It was a revolutionary document
for its day, acknowledging no nobil ity
and giving each member of the com-
munity equal status. Thus, the begin-
nings of modern democracy were laid
by those who covenanted together "for
the glory of God and the advancement
of the Christian faith." Their settle-
ment, originally known as New Ply-
mouth, would become the seedbed of
the American democratic soirit.
The  P i l g r ims '  a r r i va l  i n  t he  New
World was not without oroblems.
Wi l l iam Bradford 's  wi fe,  Dorothy,  fe l l
overboard and drowned while the
Mayflower was anchored some 25
miles from its ult imate destination. At
the time of the tragedy Bradford was
exploring the shore to select the spot
for their settlement. When he returned
to the ship he discovered that his wife
had been dead several days. Before the
first winter passed, 47 people had died,
includins 28 of their 48 male adults.
With their nearest European neigh-
bors 500 miles to the south in Virginia,
remaining members of the little Pilgrim
band literally clung to the frozen wil-
derness for their very survival.
During that f irst year, their gover-
nor, John Carver, and his wife, Kather-
ine, both died and were laid to rest side
by side in a grave overlooking the sea.
The custom of the day was for another
governor to be appointed by the king.
But the Colonists, giving birth to the
American spirit of free elections, chose
their own governor-William Bradford.
ln  the spr ing,  to  thei r  surpr ise,  an
Indian named Samoset walked into
their settlement speaking broken En-
glish. He told them that he had learned
their language from English fishermen
he had met along the coast. He informed
them that the Indian name for the
place was Patuxet ("l i tt le bay") and
that the orevious inhabitants had died
lour  years ear l ier  f rom a myster ious
plague. He also explained that their
nearest neighbors were the Wampa-
noags some 50 miles to the west and
ruled over by Chief Massasoit.
Samoset eventually arranged a
meeting between Massasoit and the
Pilgrims. A peace treaty and friendly
relations ensued. In October 1621
Governor Bradford declared a day of
public thanksgiving, modeled after the
Feast of Tabernacles, and invited
Massasoit to attend. He arrived with
90 Indians bearing deer and wild tur-
keys to add to the Pilgrims' garden-
grown vegetables. A joyous meal and
games followed Elder Brewster's hum-
ble prayer of thanks. An American
tradi t ion-Thanksgiv ing Day-was
Degun.
With their settlement at New Ply-
mouth the Pilgrims laid the foundation
of a new society in what was truly a
new world. Like Abraham of old, they
had journeyed to a land of promise
seeking a city whose builder and maker
is God. On these shores they estab-
Iished the principles that would make
America great for years to come. Yet
today, some three and a half centuries
Iater, we, l ike they, are sti l l  pilgrims
passing through a temporal land, look-
ing by faith for our eternal and heav-
enlv home. En route, we have much for
which to be thankful, not the least of
which are our Pilgrim Fathers.
I Ed Hindson, senior editor, is pro-
fessor of religion at Liberty University,
Lynchburg, Virginia. He holds the
D.Litt. et Phil. from the University of
South Africa.
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"Of Plimoth
Plantation"
by William Bradford
t is well knowne unto the godly and
iudicious, since the first breakinsjudicious,   t o
out of the light of the gospel in
which wasl a great hope and inward
zeal they had of laying some good foun-
dation, or at least to make some wav
thereunto, for the propagating and ad-
vancing lofl the gospel of the kingdom
of Christ in those remote parts of the
world.
The place they had thoughts on was
some of those vast and unpeopled
countries of America, which aie fiuit-
ful and fit for habitation, being devoid
of all civil inhabitants, where tlere are
only savage and brutish men, which
range up and downe, little otherwise
than the wild beasts of the same. For
there they should be liable to famine
and nakedness and wante, in a manner.
of all things. The change of aire, diet,
and drinking of water, would infect
their bodies with sore sicknesses, and
grievous diseases. And surely it could
not be thought but the very hearing of
these things could not but move 
-the
very bowels of men to grate within
them, and make the weake to quake
and tremble.
- 
It was answered, that all great and
honourable actions are accompanied
with great difficulties, and must be
both enterprised and overcome with
answerable courages. But their condi-
tion was not ordinary; and therefore
they might expect the blessing of God
in their proceeding. Yea, though they
should lose their l-ives in this'action.
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yet might they have comforte in the
same, and their endeavors would be
honourable.
And first after their humble prayers
unto God for his direction and aisis-
tance and general conference held here
aboute, they consulted what particular
place to pitch upon and prepare for.
But at length the conclusion was to live
as a distinct body by themselves, under
the- general government of Virginia;
and by their friends to sue to hii ma-jesty that he would be pleased to grant
them freedome of Religion; and that
this might be obtained. But it proved
a harder piece of worke than thev
tooke it for; for though -arry meani
were. used to bring it aboute, yet it
could not be effected. yet thus fai they
prevailed, in sounding his majesty,i
mind, that he would connive aithem,
and not molest them, provided thev
carried them by his pubiick authority,
under his seale, they found it would
not be. And this was ill the chief of the
Virginia company or any other of their
best friends could do in the case.
But this made a dampe in the busi-
ness, and caused some distraction, for
many were afraid that if they should
unsettle themselves and put off their
estales, and go upon these hopes, it
might prove dangerous, and but a
sandy foundation. [But] seeing there-
fore the course was probable, they
must rest herein on God's providence,
as they had done in other things.
And when the time beins come that
they must depart, they wEre accom-
panied with most of their brethren out
of the city, unto a towne sundry miles
off called Delfes-Haven, where the ship
lay ready to receive them. So they leftb
that go6dly and pleasant city iruhich
had been their resting place-near l2
years; but they knew they were pil-
grims (Heb. 1l), and looked not much
on those things, but lifttedl up their
eyes to the heavens, their dearest
country, and quieted their spirits.
[Before they had gone far, the lesser
ship began to leak. Stopping at Dart-
mouth, they mended her and the ships
again,embarked on their journey. After
traveling less than 100 leagues, the
ship began to leak again,l Upon which
it was resolved to dismiss her and part
of the company, and proceed with the
other ship. And thus, like Gideon's
army, this small number was divided,
as if the Lord by this worke of his
providence thought these few too
many for the great work he had to do.
After they had enjoyed fair winds
and weathei for a seaion, they were
encountered many times witli cross
winds, and met 
-with 
many fierce
storms, with which the ship was
shroudly shaken. So they committed
themselves to the will bf God. and
our Honourable Nation of Ensland(which was the first of nations riho-
the Lord adorned therewith, after that
grosse darkness of popery which had
covered and overspread the Christian
world), what wars and oppositions
ever since, Satan hath raised. main-
tained, and continued aeainst the
Saints, from time to time, ii one sorte
or other. Sometimes by bloodv death
and cruel torments; other whiles im-
prisonments, banishments, and other
hard.tsages; as being loath his kingdom
should go downe, the truth prevail, and
the churches of God revert to their an-
ciOnt purity, and recover their prima-
tive order, liberty, and beauty.
But after these things they [theSaints in Englandl could not long con-
tinue in any peaceable condition, but
were hunted and persecuted on every
side, so as their former afflictions wer!
but as flea-bitings in comparison of
these which now came upon them. For
some were taken and clapt up in prison,
others had their houJes bes.t and
watched night and day, and hardly
escaped their hands; and the mosi
were faine to fly and leave their houses
and habitations, and the means of their
livelihood. Yet these and many other
sharper things which afterward befell
them, were no other than they looked
for, and therefore were the better pre-
pared to bear them by the assistance of
God's grace and spirite. yet seeing
themselves thus molested, and that
there was no hope of their continuance
there, by a joint consent hey resolved
to go into the Low-Countries, where
they heard was freedom of Religion for
all men. They resolved to get over into
Holland as they could, which was in
the year 1607 and 1608.
iAfter spending ll to 12 years in
Holland, the Pilgrims decidedio leave,
for many reasons, not the least of
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resolved to proceed. After long beating
at sea they fell with that land which is
called Cape Cod; the which being made
and certainly knowne to be it, they
were not a l itt le joyful. After some
deliberation, thev tacked about and
resolved to stande for the southward
(the wind and weather being faire) to
find some place aboute Hudson's river
for their habitation. But after they had
sailed that course aboute halfe the day,
they fell amongst dangerous shoals
and roaring breakers, and they were so
far entangled therewith as they con-
ceived themselves in great danger; and
the wind shrinking upon them withall,
they resolved to bear up again for the
Cape, and thought themselves happy to
get out of those dangers before night
overtook them, as by God's providence
they did.
Being thus arrived in a good harbor
and brought safe to land, they fell upon
their knees and blessed the God of
heaven, who had brought them over
the vast and furious ocean, and de-
livered them from all the nerils and
miseries thereof, again to sei their feer
on the firme and stable earth, their
proper elemente. Being thus passed
the vast ocean, and a sea of troubles
before in their preparation (as may be
remembered by those which wente
before), they had now no friends to
welcome them, nor  inns to enter ta ine
or refresh their weatherbeaten bodies.
fr", /r/t, that soodly
and pleasant city: they
lenew they u/ere pilgrims
and /oo/eed not much on
those tftings, but lft up
their eyes to tle heaaens
and quieted their spirits,
no houses or much less towns to renair
to, to seeke for succor. lt is recorded
in Scripture (Acts 28) as a mercy to the
apostle and his shipwrecked company,
that the barbarians showed them no
small kindness in refreshing them, but
these savage barbarians, when they
met with them were readier to fill their
sides full of arrows than otherwise.
And for the season it was winter, and
they that know the winters of that
country know them to be sharp and
violent, and subiect to cruel and fierce
storms, dangerous to travel to known
places, much more to search an un-
known coast. Besides, what could they
see but a hideous and desolate wilder-
ness, full of wild beasts and wild men?
And what multitudes there mipht be of
them they knew not .
What could now sustain them but
the spirit of God and his grace? May
not and ought not the children of these
fathers rightly say: "Our fathers were
Englishmen which came over this great
ocean, and were ready to perish in this
wilderness (Deu.26:5,7); but they cried
unto the Lord, and he heard their
voice, and looked on their adversity. Let
them therefore praise the Lord, be-
cause he is good, and his mercies en-
dure forever (Ps.107:l-2,4-5,8). Yea, let
them which have been redeemed of the
Lord, shew how he hath delivered
them from the hand of the oppressor.
When they wandered in the desert
wilderness out of the way, and found
no city to dwell in, both hungry and
thirsty, their soul was overwhelmed in
them. Let them confess before the Lord
his loving kindness, and his wonderful
works before the sons of men."
I Adapted from History ol Plimoth
Plantation by Will iam Bradford, O
1899 (from the original manuscript).
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Divorce in the Old Testornent
by Edward Dobson
"\ryij{T":"iiryfj
plucked off the hair of my head and of
mv beard, and sat down astonied,"' 
Who was so confounded that he lit-
erally began to pull his hair out? Ezra.
What was the problem that led to his
amazed condition? Mixed marriages.
After the southern kingdom of
Judah had spent 70 years in Babylonian
captivity, approximately 50,000 Jews
returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the
temple. A second group of Jews re-
turned about 80 years later under the
leadership of Ezra.
After only four months in Jeru-
salem, Ezra was shaken by the prob-
lems caused by many Jewish PeoPIe
marrying the heathen from tribes
around the city. Mixed marriages were
forbidden by Mosaic law. Intermar-
riage ultimately led to adopting heathen
worshin and would lead the children of
Israel into idolatry. But perhaps the
major reason for the prohibition is
found in Ezra 9:2-"For they have
taken of their daughters for them-
selves, and for their sons: so that the
holy seed have mingled themselves
with the people of those lands." The
"holy seed" is a reference to the line
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of the Messiah, established when God
promised Abraham that through his
ieed all the nations of the earth would
be blessed. That was possible because
through the seed of Abraham ulti-
mately came the Messiah, and the
Messiah provided salvation not only to
the Jews, but also to the Gentiles.
But when the Jewish remnants re-
turned to Jerusalem and began to inter-
marry with heathen nations, their
national identity was jeopardized, and
the line of the Messiah was in danger
of extinction. Ezra understood this
critical situation, and this led to a
plan to resolve the problem. In Ezra 10
we read that the people repented and
decided to right their wrong. Revival
had come.
When people speak of revival todaY,
they say that if God sends revival the
divorce rate will go down. But in Ezra's
day the Jews had revival and the di-
vorce rate went up!
InEzra 10:3 the people agreed to
"make a covenant with our God to Put
away all the wives, and such as are
born of them, according to the counsel
of mv lord, and of those that tremble
at th-e commandment of our God; and
let it be done according to the law."
The phrase "put away" does not
imply a legal separation. The Hebrew
verb is the same verb used in Deuter-
onomy 24.2 where it clearly refers to
divorce.
Did the people divorce their wives
merely on the whim of Ezra, or did
God command it? The small "1" in
"lord" in Ezra 10:3 leads some to sug-
gest that the speaker, Shechaniah, is
respectfully calling Ezra "lord," but
thai would be illogical. Shechaniah
would use this word only in reference
to a sovereign king. I believe Shecha-
niah is saying, "This is not according
to the word of Ezra, but according to
the Word of God Himself, the King of
Kings, and Lord of Lords."
Ezra told the people to sever their re-
lationships with the heathen women and
children. This was a difficult task, and a
three-month investigation was launched
to see that everything was done accord-
ing to the laws of divorcement.
What were the results? They discov-
ered that l7 priests, l0 Levitei, and 86
laymen had intermarried with the na-
tions around them. They wrote out 113
bills of divorcement.
What principle can we learn from
this? First, we know they divorced
their wives at the command of God.
Many Liberals argue that this passage
teaches that there is deep-seated rac-
ism in the Jewish community. These
people believe that the Jews were so
prejudiced that this drastic action was
taken unnecessarily.
On the other hand, others use this
passage to justify or rationalize some-
one else's situation. Some use it to jus-
tify divorce if someone has married out
of the will of God. Some apply it to a
saved/unsaved combination, saying that
you have every right to divorce an un-
believer and remarrv a believer. Some
even argue that the real problem in Ezra
was incompatibility. They were from
two different cultures, religions, and
backgrounds; therefore divorce is al-
lowable on the basis of incompatibilitv.
I do not believe this passagi is proof
for any of these argumenls. What
does it teach? Simply this. These were
special one-time circumstances. The
messianic line was in jeopardy of ex-
tinction and God commanded severe.
drastic action. If some claim this pas-
sage as justification for divorce, I
would like to remind them that the
Messiah has already come.
But we do learn that in at least one
situation God did somethins more than
concede to divorce. In this instance He
even commanded divorce. In spite of
this, He states in Jeremiah 3 that His
ultimate desire is that even in divorce
His love would be demonstrated so
reconciliation will occur.
Jeremiah 3 tells the storv of how
God divorced Israel becauie Israel
committed spiritual adultery. But in
verse 12, God pleaded with Israel to
return. He said, "You committed spir-
itual adultery. I wrote you a bill of
divorce. I put you away. I sent you into
captivity. But I still love you, and I
want to restore you to fellowship once
again."
This spiritual analogy was enacted
in the story of Hosea, God commanded
Hosea to do a strange thing-take a
wife of "whoredoms," a prostitute.
Apparently she had some tipe of spir-
itual or conversion experience, ind
Hosea and Gomer were married. Gomer
came to this relationship with hope for
a new beginning and a totally new life,
Hosea brought to that relationship the
integrity of God's prophet. A son was
born to the couple, and God com-
manded that he be called Jezreel,
which means "judgment."
The firstborn son is a reminder of
God's judgment on the children of
Israel. I am sure that when Jezreel was
born Hosea thought, "Here is the key
to building a great relationship. I know
my wife has had a dark past, but some-
how this little baby will bring love,
closeness, unity, and consisteniy into
our family." soon a second child was
born, Loruhamah, which means "un-
pitied." A third child soon followed,
and God said, "Call his name Loammi"
which means "not my people."
Here we have the first indication of
the problems of Gomer. The words
"not my people" imply that perhaps
this chiid, or even ali of Hosea's chil-
dren, are not his children at all, but the
results of the adulterous relationshins
of Gomer.
Later Hosea learns that none of
these children are his and the marriase
begins to fall apart. Gomer leaves. S[e
goes from one lover to another. Hosea's
embarrassment is incomprehensible
as he seeks to call a nation to repen-
tance. People say, "Why don't you
straighten out your own home before
telling me what to do?" His reputation
is hurt. His ministry suffers. He is
alone at home, tryine to be a mother
and father to thrie ihildren who are
not even his. Here is a man who had
every reason to divorce his wife. But
he does not.
Gomer is soon livine with a man
who cannot provide for hler, and Hosea
finds a way to sneak money to her. She
does not know the money comes from
Hosea, and the prophet watches in
dismay as his money is taken and of-
fered to Baal. Was he lacking in com-
mon sense? Love does not make sense.
Hosea loved Gomer, andhe was deter-
mined not, to give up on her. Finally
Gomer ends up with a lover who triei
to sell her at the slave market.
From what we understand of slavery
in the OId Testament, she was stripped
naked and stood before agazingcrbwd.
Many p_eople wanted to see Gomer get
what she deserved. She had embir-
rassed the prophet. She had made a
mockery of the family. She had hurt
Hosea's reputation.
The crowd was stunned when Hoseajoined them. Then someone murmured,
"This is his moment of triumph and
glory. He is going to see his adulterous
wife sold into slavery." The biddins
began-S pieces of silver, l0 piecesl
Then a strong voice from the back of
the crowd said, "Fifteen pieces." It was
Hosea.
The crowd thought, "He is going to
buy her back in ultimate humil'iation."
Th-e price rose. Finally the prophet
cried out, "Fifteen pieces of silvefand
a bushel and a half of barley." He had
bought back his wife.
Why? To punish her? No. Hosea
said, "Thou shalt abide for me many
days; thou shalt not play the harloi,
and thou shalt not be for another man:
so will I also be for thee." Here is a
story of unconditional ove. Here we
find that true love does not give up.
This is also the story of God, who loves
us in spite of our sin.
Whenever I am talking to people
considering divorce, I always say,
"Have you tried as Hosea did to do all
you can with the love of God to recon-
cile your situation?"
What can we learn from the study
of divorce in the Old Testament? God
permitted divorce in the Old Testa-
ment, and He instituted guidelines for
controlling it. He permitted remar-
riage within His guidelines. He desires
reconciliation. I
I
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Faith in Action
by Richard D. Patterson
pivotal book in the New Testa-
ment Canon, Acts carries the
inspired historical record of
the origin of the Christian church and
the communication of the eospel dur-
ing the first century e.n. Acts gives a
vivid portrait of the church's founding
and early organization, its trials as it
testified to its Jewish predecessors,
and its emerging struggles with a hos-
tile gentile world. The book exudes
with continuous excitement. Luke
penned it as a second volume to his
gospel. It is the gospel in action. The
salvation that was provided by Christ in
His Crucifixion and Resurrection is pro
claimed boldly and carried to the world.
The book is a rich source of Chris-
t ian theology-including Christ 's
Ascension, present session in heaven,
and the promise of His coming again.
Luke recounts the passing away of the
old economy and the beginning of the
new. The church is inaugurated on the
Day of Pentecost.
The Old Testament Pentecost was
one of three maior annual feasts for
the Jewish nation, the other two being
Passover and the Feast of Tabernacles
(Exod. 23:14-19\. Each feast held
special  theological  s igni f icance.
Passover reminded the people of their
redemption. Pentecost symbolized the
thankfulness of the people for the
firstfruits of the grain harvest and the
anticipation of the coming harvest. The
Feast of Tabernacles marked the cli-
max of the religious year, when thank-
ful people gathered to extol the God
who had supplied all their needs.
Like the Old Testament Pentecost,
the New Testament Pentecost stands
as a distinct event and represents the
Peter in the House of Cornelius
time when Christ will gather His har-
vest from all the nations of earth and
rule in power and glory. The coming
of the Holy Spirit not only fulfills the
promise but anticipates the believer's
full redemption (l Cor. l:20-22; 5:5;
Eph. 1:13-14).
Other doctrinal themes are the
coming of the new "Age of the Spirit,"
Christ's substitutionary death, and the
reality of His Resurrection.
Acts makes a key contribution to
the scriptural teaching concerning the
church (ecclesiology): its origin, nature
and ordinances. its formation and
',,:i
I
.,
,
rffi
funct ions, and i ts message and
methodology.
The following articles on Acts take an
in-depth view of several aspects of this
crucial book, with contributions from
Robert L. Thomas, Daniel R. Mitchell,
Ronald Russell. and Woodrow M. Kroll.
I Richard D. Patterson, special series
editor, is chairman of the Department
of Biblical Studies, Liberty University,
Lynchburg, Virginia. He holds a Ph.D.
from the University of California, Los
Angeles.
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Peter and
the Power
of Pentecost
by Daniel R. Mitchell
ith his heart in his throat
and his life in his hands,
Peter ascended the temple
steps to announce, "Ye men of Israel,
hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth. . "
This Jesus. Only a few weeks before,
Jesus had taken up this rolling stone of
a man and promised tht t he would play
a crucial role in layins the foundaiion
of the church (Matt. 1618). yet so much
had happened that ages seemed to have
passed since Jesus uttered those words.
Indeed, even as Peter stood before that
Rrq stands before
a jrering crowd, to lay
the crime of the centuries
at its feet.
hostile crowd on the Dav of Pentecost.
he was probably not aw-are of his role
in the fulfillment of Jesus' prophecy.
Perhaps what was really echoing in the
chambers of his mind was his thrice
denial of Jesus in the crucial hour
before His Crucifixion. He mieht have
been muttering to himself, "iy God's
grace I shall not deny Him again!"
But this man was empowered by
more than mere grit. Luke reminds us
that Peter's authority came through the
baptism and filling of the Holy Spirit.
He was not braced with new wine. but
by the promised Paraclete whose arrival
they were to await before attempting to
carry out their commission. He had
come and now they were ready. The
event caught the immediate attention of
the city, but was destined to change the
world.
The Jews who had gathered at
Jerusalem from all over the empire
understandably wondered, "What
meaneth this?" (Acts 2:12). Peter's ser-
mon is a response to this question.
Imagine the excitement of Peter and
his companions as they tried to explain
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what was happening to them. They
hardly knew, themselves! They werb
much like the blind man who, aiter ex-
periencing Jesus' power, responded to
a similar question with: "One thine I
know, thatf whereas I was blind, no'i' I
see." Peter may not have understood
everything but, oh, he knew Jesus and
something about the events that had iust
transpired in Jerusalem
He knew now that Calvary was not a
calamity, but part of a wondrous, eter-
nal plan conceived in the heart of God
for the salvation of the world. Jesus of
Nazareth had been attested to with the
miglly works and wonders and signs
God did through Him. But now God liad
raised Him up, signaling the end of sin
and death and demonstratine to all the
house of Israel, that this sime Jesus
whom they had crucified is both Lord
and Christ.
Peter, who had cowered in the
shadows-who was known to have
drawn a sword, in panic, against an
unarmed man-now stands in the lieht
of day, defenseless before a jeeri-ng
crowd, to lay the crime of the centuries
at its feet.
Part of the Jewish celebration of
Pentecost was to brine in the sheaves of
harvest to God. Wha-t a harvest Peter
had that day as 3,000 souls were saved.
What a sacrifice of praise to God it must
have been.
But for all Peter might have already
known, he also learned somethine that
day. He learned the power of the g6spel.
Peter's words cut deep until the crowd
cried out in despair, "What must we
do?" This power was evident in Paul's
ministry too, and later he wrote, "I am
not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for
it is the power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth."
The dynamic of the gospel message
was never more powerfully evident as
on that inaugural day of the church. But
there is a warning to be heeded here,
Iest we be tempted in the interest of
sophistry or practicality to change this
message. If our churches today want the
power of Pentecost, they must be
faithful to the proclamation of
Pentecost. This same Jesus remains both
Lord and Christ. None other name
under heaven has been given whereby
we must be saved. He alone is able to
save all.who come to God by Him.
I Daniel R. Mitchell, associate editor.
is chairman of the Department of Theo-
logical Studies at Liberty University,
Lynchburg, Virginia. He holds a Th.D.
from Dallas Theological Seminary,
Dallas. Texas.
The Apostles Preoching the Gospel
A Birds-Eye
View of Acts
by Robert L. Thomas
he fifth book in the New Testa-
ment has been called "The
Acts of the Apostles." Some
call it "The Acts of the Holy Spirit."
Both are accurate, but so is the title
"The Continuing Acts of Jesus Christ,"
because the book describes a continua-
tion, after the Son's Ascension, of the
ministry He began during His days on
earth (Acts l:l; cf. 3:6-7,16). The con-
tinuation, however, is implemented by
the Holy Spirit whom He sent (Acts
2:33) through the apostles He ap-
pointed (Acts 1:8,13; 9:5-6,15-17).
Acts is the second book of a two-
volume work addressed to Theophilus
Ga moved from
a particular group
of people to deal directly
with all men, regardless
of national or racial
background,
(Luke 1:3; Acts 1:l), apparently a Greek
of noble standing who wanted a reli-
able account of Christand Christianity.
Luke provided it.
Since Acts is a continuation of the
Gospel of Luke, the prologue of Luke
(Luke l:l-4) also introduces Acts. In
that prologue the expressed purpose of
providing Theophilus with needed in-
formation applies to Acts too. The
opening scene of Acts I resumes an
account of Jesus'Ascension from Luke
24. Included in the scene are the Lord's
parting words, which serve as the
theme for volume two of this two-part
work: "Ye shall receive power, after
that the Holy Ghost is come upon you:
and ye shall be witnesses unto me both
in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part
of the earth" (Acts l:8).
The purpose of Acts is to describe
the numerical growth and westward
expansion of Christianity, beginning
with Jerusalem and ending with Rome,
through approximately the first 30
years of church history. Several tran-
sitions accompanied it.
There was a historlcal transition.
Biblical history until the beginning
of Acts (,c.o. 30) had focused on the
earthly life of Christ. At this point the
focus ihifted to the church, which be-
gan on the Day of Pentecost-about
seven weeks after Christ's Resurrec-
tion (Acts 2:l ff.). Jesus predicted the
beginning of the church through the
baptizing work of the Holy Spirit (Acts
l :4-5; cf .1 Cor.  12:13) and Peter later
reflected on that "beginning" as he
described a similar happening in the
house of Cornelius (Acts l1:15-16).
From Acts 2 forward the church is the
central subiect. This is still the work
of Jesus, but a new phase of it,
Another transition in Acts was
religious in nature. When the book
begins, Judaism is primary, but when
it ends, Christianity has replaced it.
This change accompanies geographical
movement. At the beginning, the ac-
count limits itself to Jerusalem where
Judaism prevailed, but the book subse-
quently takes the reader through other
parts of the Roman empire. Judaism
is not unknown in these other places,
but it had to be replaced by Chris-
tianity, with its more universal appeal.
Luke endeavored to show Theoohilus
that Christianitv, like Judaism. was a
religio licitq thai is, it functioned within
the boundaries of Roman law. It re-
spected civil authority, except on those
rare occasions when compliance would
have required disobedience to God (e.g.
Acts 5:29). Wth a person of Theophilus's
background,legality must have been an
important issue.
A dispensational transltion is also
reflected in Acts. From Moses'time until
the Day of Pentecost God dealt with
Israel through the Mosaic Law. This
would continue no longer, however.
From the birth of the church onward
His principal mode of operation would
center in the grace of God (cf. John l:17;
Acts 20:24). This change was hard for the
earliest Christians to accept because of
their Jewish background in the Mosaic
Law. In fact, they accepted it only
slowly, very slowly (Acts l0:lGl6; ll:l-3;
l5:5, etc.).
The implications of this change in
divine.dealings became the source of
much friction among first-century
Christians (e.g., Acts l5:2;21:20-24; Gal.
2:ll-14). The pain involved in the process
was gradually overcome as dominant
membership inthe body became Gentile.
God also changed the oblecfs of His
dealings. He moved from a particular
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group of people, the Jews, to deal di-
rectly with all men, regardless of na-
tional or racial background. In this tran-
sition the gospel was given to the Jews
first (Acts 2:39;3:26;1,3:46; cf. Rom. 1:16)
and then to the Gentiles (e.g., Acts 14:27).
This transition is reflected in the two
apostles who dominate Acts, Peter and
Paul. The first 12 chapters are built
around Peter, the apostle to the Jews
(Gal. 2:7-8). The last 16 chapters feature
Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles (Rom.
l5:15-19; Gal. 2:7-8).
Luke emphasizes that Peter and Paul
were not competing with each other.
They were fully cooperative in building
the same body that Christ foresaw (Matt.
16:18), a unified body composed not just
of Jews, but of Samaritans and Gentiles
as wel l  (Acts 2:41,47; 4:4; 8:12, 14-17
10:4445; cf. John 10:16). As Christianity
became worldwide, the Gentile element
inevitably became more numerous.
^Feter and Paul were
building a unified body
of fews, Samaritans,
and Gentiles,
A final transition was one related to
God's program. Attention was re-
directed from His messianic kingdom
program for Israel to a new program to
"take out of them [the Gentiles] a peo-
ple for his name" (Acts 15:14). The
nature of the church is that it is a
"called out" people. They are not born
of a special physical lineage as God's
people the Jews are. God cho-se this new
direction, before returning to implement
the kingdom promised to the Jewish
people in the OId Testament (Acts
l :6-7,11; 3:19-21).
Meanwhile, the church devotes itself
to evangelizing the whole world (Acts
l:8; cf. Matt. 28:18-20). In his coverage
of the church's first 30 vears. Luke takes
the expansion as far west as Rome (Acts
28:14). Since then, of course, world
evangelization has come much closer to
compreuon.
Because of these five transitions and
other complexities, a student of Acts
must observe special caution. What was
done or said within this period may have
been conditioned by a transitional con-
sideration which, after the transitional
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period, is no Ionger normative in Chris-
tian doctrine and practice.
An example of ihis lies in the mir-
acles, signs, and wonders described
throughout he book, but particularly in
the earlier parts. Through these, God
verified for Theophilus and his contem-
poraries that He was the source of the
changes being implemented. These mi-
raculous activities resembled unusual
acts of Moses and Aaron when they
delivered Israel from Egyptian captivity.
They were also like those wrought
through Elijah and Elisha when these
servants of God needed credentials to
distinguish them from apostate proph-
ets. Yet such feats do not characterize
all biblical history. Similarly, every part
of Acts does not necessarily portray
church life after the transitional period.
In developing his theme of expan-
sion, Luke names 95 people, 62 of whom
are not mentioned anlv,rhere lse in the
New Testament, Twenty-seven of them
are unbelievers. He also calls attention
to 32 countries, 54 cities, and nine
Mediterranean islands. These statistics
indicate the numerous and widespread
contacts of these action-packed vears.
This development is organized into three
stages (cf. Acts 1:8).
Consolidation of the home base in
Jerusalem (Acts 1:1-7:60). The inception
Authorship and
Date of Writing
Early church tradition unan-
imously names the author of
Acts as Luke the physician and
traveling companion of Paul, a
person mentioned only three
times in the New Testament (Col.
4:14; 2 Tim. 4:11; Philem. 24).
Though Luke's name is not men-
tioned in the book, the tradi-
tional authorship is confirmed
indirectly by several passages
where the writer. changes from
the third person to the first
person plural, indicating his
presence with Paul in various
situations (16:10-17; 20:5-21:18;
27:l-28:16\. These "we" sections
are a key to assigning author-
ship. When Paul's known asso-
ciates, such as Barnabas, Titus,
Luke, and Timothy, are con-
sidered as possible writers, Luke
is the only one who fits the
criteria dictated by the times and
locations of these "we" portions.
Peter ond John ot the Beoutiful Gote
of the church, its growth, and its vic-
tories over local opposition are in-
cluded in this part. A habit of Luke is
to insert frequent srunmary statements.
These usually include some reference
to numerical growth. "Then they that
gladly received his word were baptized:
and the same day there were added un-
to them about three thousand souls"
(Acts 2:41). By the time this part of the
book ends, Christianity in Jerusalem
was a substantial force with which the
authorities had to reckon.
Broadening the base into Judaea and
Samaria and as far as Antioch, Syria
(8: 1-1 2:25). The persecution spearheaded
by Saul of Tarsus forced Christians to
begin leaving Jerusalem (8:1-4). They
took their testimony about the risen
Jesus with them. Luke summarizes,
"But the word of God grew and multi-
plied" (Acts 12:24; cf. also 9:31; ll:21).
By the end of this period (about A.D.44),
a strong new base of operations for
future expansion had been established.
That base was Antioch, Syria.
Expansion to Rome (13:1-28:31).
From the Gentile church in Antioch was
launched a further offensive that even-
tually reached west to the world's
Ieading city, Rome, which in Luke's
mind probably epitomized "the utter-
most part of the earth" (cf. 1:8). These
chapters are built around Paul's mis-
sionary journeys (13:l-21:26), his arrest
and trial (21:27-26:32), and his voyage to-
ward and arrival in Rome (27:l-28:31\.
Once again, multiplication characterized
the expansion: "So the churches were
being strengthened in the faith and were
increasing in number daily" (16:5; cf.
also l7:4; l8:8; 19:20). To the very end,
even while he was under house arrest
in Rome, Paul "was welcoming all who
came to him" and was preaching and
teaching without hindrance (28:30-3 l).
Twenty to 30 percent of the book is
composed of 24 speeches. Eight are
given by Peter and 9 by Paul. AII had a
common core: the promises of God in
the Old Testament have been fulfilled
and Messiah has come; He is Jesus of
Nazareth who did good and performed
mighty works, was crucified, raised, and
exalted, and who will come again;
therefore, all who hear should repent.
Therefore, "neither is there salva-
tion in any other; for there is none other
name under heaven given among men,
whereby we must be saved" (Acts 4:12).
I Robert L. Thomas is professor of
New Testament language and literature,
Talbot School of Theology, Biola Univer-
sity, La Mirada, California.
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What Makes
the Church
Unique?
by Woodrow Michael Kroll
I t has the perfect Head. It has the
I perfect Architect. It has the best
I Foundation. It has the Promise of
perpetuity. What is it? It is the church
of Jesus Christ. As Head of the church
(Col. 1:18), the Lord Jesus is building
His body in such a way that the very
gates of hell shall not prevail against
it (Matt. 16:18).
What makes the church so unique?
What sets it above and apart from all
other bodies? The infant days of the
church described in Acts give clues to
the uniqueness of the church.
A Glorlous Task (Acts 1:8). Even
before its inception, the Lord invested
His interest in the church. And why
not; it is His church.
Having proven Himself to be the
resurrected Christ by many indisput-
able acts (Acts 1:3), Jesus was free to
return to the Father. His last recorded
words before ascending into heaven
were, "Ye shall be witnesses unto me"
(Acts l:8).
What may have appeared to others
as an idle farewell became to the church
a consuming passion. To witness the
saving power of the risen Christ to the
world was a glorious task that would
engage their lives, a cause to cham-
pion, a flag to follow (Acts 2:32; 3:15;
5:32; 10:39; l3:31; 22:15; etc.).
Being a witness to Jesus Christ
was simply telling men everywhere
what He has done in their lives. When
accosted by the rulers, elders, and
scribes-and commanded never again
to speak or teach in the name of Jesus-
Peter and John answered, "For we can-
nbt but speak the things which we have
seen and heard" (Acts. 4:20).
This glorious task, to tell what Jesus
Christ has done for you personally, has
been passed from generation to gener-
ation through the church. No other
entity has been given this charge. If it
fails to be accomplished, no other en-
tity will be responsible. Today we are
His witnesses. The glorious task is our
responsibility, but the power is still
His (Acts l:8).
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A Guarded Entrance (Acts 2:41). As
we witness to what Jesus Christ has
done for us, we would naturally expect
others to flock to the Saviour. But the
hardness of man's heart does not per-
mit this. On the other hand, some may
seek the benefits of salvation without
meeting the conditions (John 1:11-12).
The church is a unique body in
that, while open to all, the entrance is
guarded by the dual requirements of
faith and baptism.
Just as faith is the prerequisite to
personal salvation (Eph. 2:8), so too is
it required for membership in the local
body of believers, the local church.
The other requirement for member-
ship in the local church is baptism.
Those saved at Pentecost were added
to the Jerusalem church only after an
intervening step-the step of obedi
ence. Baptism, symbolic of the death,
burial, and Resurrection of our Lord,
was performed in token of their re-
pentance, salvation, and desire to be
fully identified with the risen Saviour.
Today it is easier to join some
churches than some lodges. In our
desire to be successful in accomplish-
ing the first unique feature of the
church, sometimes we fail to maintain
the integrity of the second. A diluted
church is a defeated church.
A Genulne Agenda (Acts 2:42-47).
The uniqueness of the church is again
evident in the purpose for which be-
lievers gathered together.
These believers assembled them-
selves, first, for continuity in learning.
Their thirst for knowledge of the
Saviour was only initiated at salvation,
not quenched. As newborn babes they
desired to know more (l Peter 2:2).
Thev had been rooted in the soil of
faitfi, now they must be built up and
established in that faith (Col. 2:6-7).
Then, they gathered for fellowship.
The fellowship the church enjoyed was
expressed in a number of practical
ways. Two are mentioned in verse 42.
The "breaking of bread" indicates
something more than ordinary eating.
It denotes the observance of the Lord's
Supper and was a response to the
Lord's command of Matthew 26:26-29.
Thus, water baptism and the obser-
vance of the Lord's Supper became
central to the life of the local church.
Prayer was also a part of fellow-
ship. It was both systematic and spon-
taneous. There were appointed seasons
for united prayer, seasons of great
power, so much so that the presence
of God was manifested in an over-
whelming display of power (Acts 4:31).
Then there were occasions when the
Poul of Eohesus
church spontaneously gathered to
assault the throne of God in response
to impending danger, as the gathering
of believers at the house of Mary when
Peter was imprisoned (Acts 12:12).
The Christians of Jerusalem also
met to care for the needs of each other.
The mutual welfare of all believers was
a significant component of their agenda.
Their attitude toward possessions had
drastically changed as a result of salva-
tion. Now the teaching of Christ re-
corded in Matthew 6:19-21 and 6:33
became a reality to such an extent that
each believer regarded his private pos-
sessions as being at the community's
disposal. Those who possessed much
cared for those who possessed little.
This Spirit-filled community ex-
hibited a remarkable unity. We should
not, however, mistake this "common-
ism" for Communism. Wealthier believ-
ers made provision for poorer believers
in the Jerusalem church. not under the
dictate of government, but under the
influence of the Spirit and as evidence
of His fruit.
Finally, the early church gathered
for praise. They learned, fellowshipped,
and provided from house to house, but
they did not neglect the vocal expres-
sion of a happy heart. Those early
gatherings must have sounded like
a reading of the psalms of David.
Whether in public, meeting within the
temple precincts to worship and wit-
ness, or in the privacy of believers'
homes, praise was a continual sweet
offering to God from their lips. The
hardships and frustrations of living
under the Roman eagle paled into in-
significance when compared to the
blessedness of their new life in Christ.
A Growing Outreach (Acts 2:47).
"And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved" (Acts
2:47). Talk about uniqueness! What
other entity has a membership com-
posed of the blood-bought? What other
body can claim that its members have
all been added by the direct action of
a single person?
When the slorious task of witnessins
is faithfully ixecuted there is inevil
table growth. The growth is not always
as phenomenal as that of the early
church, but a committed membership
that reaches out to an unsaved world
never lacks the blessing of God.
The growing outreach of the church
is graphically portrayed in Luke's ac-
count of the development of the first-
century church. Acts records this
outreach in terms of concentric ircies.
As rings emanate from a stone tossed
Acts Records Growth
of the Early Church
The Eleven-l:l3
120-l :15
3,00o-2:41
As many as were saved-2:47
5,000-4:4
Multitudqs) - 4:32; 5:14; 6:1,2,5,7 ; 9:31
Great Number-ll:2|
Much People-ll:24
Great Multitude-14:1: 17:4
into a placid pond, so too the message
of salvation spreads outward from the
Lord Jesus to the whole world.
While other movements in history
have experienced rapid growth, non;
have experienced it for the same rea-
sons as the church.
A Gifted leadership (Acts 14:23).
The church is a living, growing organ-
ism, not just an organization, but the
church did not lack organization, espe-
cially after its initial formative years.
Acts is a book of transition, and with
the growth and maturity of the church
came the necessity for more organiza-
tion and administration. Even this
aspect of the church is unique.
Acts 2:41-47 depicts believers living
and working harmoniously. The apostles
were the only recognized leaders, but
apostles were never church officers.
They were God's gift to the church at
large, not to individual congregations.
How then did the early church
govern itself? The answer ii through
gifted leadership. Recognizing and
exercising one's spiritual gift in the
body of Christ became central to the
functioning of the body (Rom. 12:3-13).
But this system was not to last. The
equal exercise of spiritual gifts led to
excesses. In some local churches dis-
sension spread as rapidly as the gospel.
The gifts of God's grace went wild and
charismata became pneumatika. No-
where is this more evident than at Cor-
inth where the Christians allowed their
gift-oriented society to degenerate into
a licentious confusion akin to Hellenis-
t ic enthusiasm (1 Cor.  3:1-3; 12: l -11).
Obviously, organization was necessary
to establish order. The God who is not
the author of confusion.brousht the
fledgling church to order throrlgh the
apostle Paul.
The ordaining of elders, men who
had aged spiritually, was the common
practice of Paul's church-planting min-
istry (Acts 14:23). Such order already
existed in the Jerusalem church (Acts
l l :30 15:2,22; 16:4; 2l :17-18).  iheir
selection was based on their spiritual
gifts and spiritual qualifications. Only
godly men were called upon to lead the
local church.
What makes the church of Jesus
Christ a unique body? The uniqueness
of the church is totally dependent upon
the uniqueness of Christ and our rela-
tionship to Him. If He is not the cri-
terion for our entrance, the center of
our worship, the cause for our outreach,
if He is not the Head of the church, the
Builder of the body, the Promise of its
perpetuity, then the church is not
unique at all.
As we are engaged by the Master
and faithfully cling to the agenda of the
early church, we have every right to ex-
pect the Spirit of Christ to bring energy
and vitality to the church today, even
as He did to the early church.
I Woodrow Michael Kroll is president
of Practical Bible Training School,
Bible School Park, New York. He holds
the Th.D. from Geneva-St. Albans
Theological Seminary.
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The
Encounter
with the
Roman World
by Ronald Russell
queezed between the rich her-
itage of Jewish believers and
the pagan culture of the Roman
Empire, the new church of Jesus Christ
was seeking to bring "new light" to the
world. Knowledge of the historical set-
ting of the Hellenistic Roman world
gives a fuller view of the church in its
formation. Faithful followers in the first
HA was called
to bring the gospel
to the great expanses
of the Roman world,
century A.D. contended with horrible
persecution, ordered by caesars like
Caligula, Nero, andDomitian. Yet, Chris-
tians witnessed within the ranks of the
powerful, and established households
of faith. The early martyrs gave clear
evidence that the gates of hell would
not prevail against Christ's church.
Evidence of Luke's interest in the
Hellenistic world is seen at the outset
in his polite dedication of his writing
to Theophilus. This was a conscious
adaption by Luke to the literary con-
ventions of the Hellenistic Roman
world.
Further, the geographical emphasis
in both Luke and Acts eives evidence
of the evangelist's 
"oice.n 
for the
Roman world. The acts of Jesus move
from Galilee to Jerusalem in the third
gospel and culminate in a fulfillment
statement in which Jesus says to the
disciples: "Thus it is written, and thus.
it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise
from the dead the third day: and that
repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalemi
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(Luke 24:46-47). Acts continues the
theme of fulfillment and the spread of
the gospel from Jerusalem to Rome.
This emphasis yields several interest-
ing distinctions of the early church.
A New Direction for Mlssions
Luke's interaction with the Helle-
nistic Roman world certainly directs
our attention to social issues, most
notably, the change in mission method
from a rural ministry in Palestine to
urban focus in Rome. The missionarv
disciples of Jesus left their earthly aci-
vantages and became itinerants, re-
nouncing home, family, provisions,
and money; and depending upon the
supply of God expressed through the
hospitality of their fellow-countrymen.
The scope of their mission was simple;
they moved from village to village,
plucking grain when hungry, having no
place to lay their heads, and minister-
ing primarily to Jews in the mild
climate near the Sea of Galilee.
The mission to the Gentiles intro-
duced changes. Paul, extending the
work of the Hellenistic Jewish Chris-
tian missionaries, was called to bring
the gospel to the great expanses of thE
Roman world. Barnabas and Paul,with
Silas later joining Paul, evangelized
almost exclusively in the significant
cities of the Roman empire where
economic prosperity was felt, pagan
religions abounded, and Hellenistic
culture influenced the wav of life.
In the first mission campaign Luke
gives Pisidian Antioch in the province
of Galatia the most coverage. This was
the most important city in southern
Galatia. On the second missionary
journey Paul, more independent of
Antioch, made Corinth, the capital of
the senatorial province of Achaia, his
headquarters for at least a year and a
half. Corinth, on a narrow isthmus
with the port cities of Lechaeon and
Cenchrea on either side, was an im.
portant commercial and governmental
center. Its inhabitants had great oppor-
tunity because it had recently been
reestablished as a Roman iolony
(44 B.c.)and lacked long-standing tradi-
tions. Paul also ministered in Philippi,
a leading Macedonian commercial
center; in Thessalonica, capital of
Macedonia, the largest and most pros-
perous city of the province; and in
Athens, the intellectual and cultural
center of the world. On the third mis-
sion campaign Paul revisited cities
earlier reached with the gospel and
made Ephesus his headquarters, stay-
ing at least two years. This city was the
governmental center of the province of
Asia and was well-known by tourists
for its famous temple of Artemis and
its great temple bank.
Within his mission to urban cen-
ters, Paul did not renounce everything
and could not depend upon Jewish
hospitality for food and shelter. In this
setting, great distances were involved,
more time expended, and different
peoples and cultures encountered. All
this required more finances for paying
for provisions, for duties to travel the
Roman roads, for passage by ship, and
Chrrri*, witnessed
within the ranks of the
powerful, and established
households of faith,
for supporting his more independent
mission work. As a "leather-worker,"
Paul cut and sewed leather at his
workbench, laboring from sunrise to
sunset making tents for soldiers and
civilian travelers. The role of the
artisan, with a mobile trade, was
associated in certain Greco-Roman
traditions with religious and philo-
sophical teaching. Paul's manner of
support and location of his preaching
often follows accepted Hellenistic
Roman patterns. The "hall of Tyran-
nus" may have been a guild hall.
Paul's ministry in the urban centers
had as an objective the reaching of the
"household." The household was the
basic societal unit in the Hellenistic
Roman world, which was composed of
the husband (who had wide power and
influence), wife, children, servants, and
dependent clients. The household also
beiame the center of the believers'
worship, and those who assembled
there were a cross section of society
representing those of a higher social
nosition as well as those of a lower
nosition. This brotherhood of believers
irom diverse backgrounds and social
levels was very different from the
normal Hellenistic "associations" and
"clubs" which were socially and
economically homogeneous.
Hellenistic Influence
Religion is a prominent feature in
Luke's description of Paul's encounter
with the Roman world. In Lystra, when
Paul healed a cripple, the local in-
habitants exclaimed, "The gods have
come down to us in the likeness of men
(Acts 14:11). They called Barnabas
"Jupiter" (the supreme god)and Paul
"Mercurius" (the spokesman for the
gods), and the priest of Jupiter wanted
to offer sacrifice to them. Accordins to
legend, Jupiter and Mercuriur cu-E to
Phrygia as mortals seeking lodging.
However, the locals refused the dis-
guised gods who then destroyed their
homes. The crowds from Lystra could
have thought these gods had returned
and desired to honor them rather than
experience their wrath.
The Greeks and Romans also wor-
shiped powers and forces in nature
and recognized men with unique abil-
ities as "divine men." This practice
even influenced how the Jews por-
trayed their religious heroes.
As Jewish apologists adapted state-
ments of pagan writers to help ac-
complish their purposes, so does Paul
when he quotes Cleanthes, a third-
century B.c. Stoic, saying "In him we
Iive, and move, and have our being" and
Aratus, a fourth-century B.C. Greek
poet saying, "For we are also his off-
spring" (Acts 17:28). These statements
are made to underscore the "living"
context in which the "unknown God"
and man must be understood in con-
trast to the "deadness" of the pagans'
idols.
A somewhat ouzzlinefeature asso-
ciated with the disturbaice in Ephesus
on Paul's third missionary journey
may also be explained by tradition in
Hellenistic Jewish literature. Deme-
trius, a silversmith, claimed that Paul's
preaching had defamed the reputation
of Artemis (a fertility goddess) and had
damaged the artisans' tourist business.
Luke responds to this charge by show-
ing that the Asiarchs, who were from
the most wealthy and honored families
Erg martyrs gave
evidence that the gates
of hell would not prevail
against Christ's church,
in Asia and were responsible for pro-
moting the cult of the emperor and
Roman interests, were friends of Paul.
For Luke, these friends did not find
Paul to be a threat to civic stability.
Luke also points out the appeal of the
chief officer of the municipal assembly:
"These men. . . are neither robbers of
churches, nor yet blasphemers of your
goddess" (Acts 19:37). This statement
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reveals the artisans' anti-Jewish senti
ment, and pagans often accused Jews
of robbing temples and blaspheming
their gods. Josephus, the Jewish
historian, countered a similar charge
by saying that Moses had "forbiddJn
us to deride or blaspheme the sods
recognized by others, out of respecl for
the very word "God" (Contra Apionem
II 237)-he reflects Exodus 22:28
("Thou shalt not revile the gods")
which is translated in the Septuagint
as "you shall not insult gods." Yet in
the next lines (239-249) he critizes these
gods and refers to pagans who do like-
wise. Luke records a similar defense
of Christians by a pagan official even
though the Pauline gospel is critical of
idolatry.
Political Influence
Within the changing administra-
tions of Roman government, Luke ac-
curately records the titles of Roman of-
ficials. Two kinds of provincial govern-
ments existed: the imperial province,
controlled by the emperor through his
legate, and the senatorial province,
governed by a proconsul. Because
Cyprus was an imperial province until
22s.c., and afterward a senatorial one,
Luke accurately describes Serigus
Paulus as a proconsul, Achaia also was
a senatorial province after e.n.44-as
was the province of Asia, and Luke
terms Gallio a proconsul. The procon-
sulship of this official is helpful in
establishing a chronology for the
Pauline mission because an inscription
found at Delphi mentioned Gallio as
proconsul oi Achaia at the time
Claudius was acclaimed as emperor.
Since proconsuls normally served one-
year terms that began on July l, l ikely
Gallio served from A.D.51 to 52. Luke
not only mentions the proconsuls of
senatorial provinces, but also the fact
that in Macedonia, an imperial prov-
ince, Philippi, as a Roman colony, had
"magistrates" and was "the city of that
part of Macedonia" (Acts 16:12)which
was divided into four districts.
been caused by messianic ontroversy
within the Jewish community. Aquila
and Priscilla were Jewish artisans who
had faith in Jesus as Messiah and were
forced to leave Rome.
The accuracy of Luke's portrait of
life in the Hellenistic Roman world is
substantiated by other historical rec-
ords. The most significant aspect of the
Book of Acts is that it gives a detailed
account of the people and circum-
stances God used to build his church.
I Ronald Russell is associate pro-
fessor of biblical studies at The Mas-
ter's College, Newhall, California. He
is a Th.D. candidate in the Toronto
School of Theology.
Resources on the Book of Acts
Luke also reflects political affairs We must not make the tragic
when he mentions the banishment of spiritual mistake of "teaching
Aquila and Priscilla from Rome. theexperienceoftheapostlesbut
Suetonius, the Roman historian who rather experience the teaching of
chronicles the reign of Claudius, pro- the apostles." The experience of
vides more background on the edict of the apostles is in transitional
Claudius when he writes: "Since the Acts.Theteachingof theapostles
Jews constantly made disturbances at is in the settled and completed
the instigation of Chrestus, he epistles that follow Acts (p,157).
lClaudiusl expelled them from Rome"
(Claudius 25.4). "Chrestus" may not be Recently Word Books has put out
the name of a local agitator, but more several commentaries on Acts. The ma-
likely a misspelling of Christ (Christos). jor thrust of Bruce Larson's Wind and
So the disturbances could well have
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by James A. Freerksen.
"Of making'many books there is no
end" (Eccl. 12:12). Fortunately, suchis
the case also with commentaries on the
Book of Acts. Recently Richard N.
Longenecker wrote "Acts" in The Ex-
positor's Bible Commentary, Vol. 9
(Zondervan, 1981, 573pp., $19.95). It is
a scholarly commentary that updates
the classic work by F. F. Bruce by
interacting with contemporary scholar-
ship. Though it shares Vol. 9 with
Merrill Tenney's commentary on John,
this work contains a complete exposi-
tion of the text, a thorough introduc-
tion, and an extensive outline. Along
this same line is I. Howard Marshall's
The Acts ol the Apostles in the 20-
volume Tyndale New Testament Com-
mentaries (Eerdmans, 1980, 427pp.,
$7.95). Part of the Tyndale Commen-
taries, it is exegetical and intended for
the layman as well as the pastor,
though at times it is rather contro-
versial in refuting Liberal contem-
porary scholarship.
By contrast, Roy L. Laurin's Acts.'
Life in Action, which has just been
reprinted (Kregel, 1985, 407pp., $10.95),
provides a good devotional, practical
approach. Though he has not suffi-
ciently treated all important doctrinal
and textual issues, he does provide
many valuable insights. For example:
Fire (1984, l68pp., $8.95) is to make
Acts and its commission a reality
among twentieth-century Christians.
The book is not exegetical but does
provide an abundance of usable illus-
trations. His unusual approach to the
Book of Acts provides helpful insight
at times. More valuable ftut also more
expensive) is Lloyd J. Ogilvie's work on
Acts in the Word Communicator's
Commentary (1983, 369pp., $15.95).
Several older commentaries hould
also be mentioned. F. F. Bruce has
written two books on Acts: one dealing
extensively with the Greek text, and
one based upon the English text. The
second, Commentary on the Book of
.Acfs (Eerdmans, 1954, 555pp., $16.95),
arises out of the wealth of historical
and textual material contained in the
first. His extensive footnotes, as well
as his exposition, are rich with material,
yet the book is not beyond the level of
most students. It is part of The New
Intemational Commentary on the New
Testament. Richard B. Rackham's lhe
Acts of the Apostles, recently reprinted
by Baker Book House, was first pub-
lished in 1901 and has become some-
what of a classic. A commentary by
HomerA. Kent, Jr., Jerusalem to Rome
@aker, 1972,202pp., $5.95), is brief but
packed with historical and geographi-
cal material and good exposition. Kent
has presented in a simple, concise
manner the important aspects of Acts.
Each of these commentaries is dis-
tinct from the ot}ers, and only personal
use will reveal its value to the individ-
ual. But a goodcommentary shows the
author's development of his theme, ex-
plains the meaning of each passage,
then shows if the message is normative,
and if so, how it should be applied in
our lives.
I James A. Freerksen is professor of
biblical studies at Liberty University,
Lynchburg, Virginia.
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Tom Landry-All-Around Hero
"Ltn is a matter
of priorities, When
Christ is first, you look
at things differently."
Fundomentolist Journol
yourself what's most
important in your life.
If football is your life,
by Mike Fluent
he scene was familiar.
The Dallas Cowboys had
just made a crowd-pleasing
third-down conversion to continue
their drive to the goal line. The execu-
tion rivaled Swiss clockwork. On the
field the players greeted each other
with whirlwinds of slaps and hand-
shakes. But on the sidelines Coach
Tom Landry remained unaffected by
the crucial play and the surge of emo-
tion. In fact, he missed the play. He had
been scrutinizing the defense's re-
actions to that play. And now, having
probed for tactical errors, he was
already three calls ahead in the next
series of downs.
Thomas Wade Landry is football's
anomaly. Something just does not fit.
For starters, he endures. While other
teams change coaches as often as uni-
forms, the 6l-year-old Landry is enjoy-
ing his 26th year at the helm of the
Cowboys. He has never been head
coach anywhere else, and the Cowboys
have never had another head coach.
For another thing, he lives without
showmanship. His sideline composure
contrasts with some of the same's
more fractious personalities. Aid just
when football begins to resemble pri-
meval chaos. Landrv is there as the
personification of oid.., wrapped in
his mantle of intense yet peaceful
concentration.
Coaching in the NFL is not for
shrinking violets. But even the best of
the coaches seem to succumb to the
brutal physical and emotional stress of
the game. Except Tom Landry. "Life is
a matter of priorities," he explains.
"When Christ is first, you look at
things differently."
And then there is his faith. He does
not push it on others, but when the
head coach is a born-asain Christian
the team feels the impict.
"A couple of years ago," remembers
now-retired middle linebacker Bob
Breunig, "Coach Landry suspected the
team was a bit intimidated and not as
self-confident. So he read to the olavers
2 Timothy l:7. 'For God hath not giuen
us the spirit of fear; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind.'He's also
used the parable of the talents. He
simply wants to bring out the best in
his olavers."
fhai tr. does. Tom Landry started
this season as the second winninsest
coach in professional football hisiory
(243-14l-6), behind George Halas. And
the Dallas Cowboys have a string of
winning records that makes them the
envy of the league. As a result, coach
and players have gone to the playoffs
17 of the last 19 years and have played
in five Super Bowls, winning two and
barely losing the others.
Championship teams run in Tom
Landry's heritage. The World War II
flier from Mission, Texas, earned All-
Southwest Conference football honors
as a junior at the University of Texas.
His Texas longhorns defeated Alabama
in the 1948 Sugar Bowl and the next
year beat Georgia in the Orange Bowl.
With the NFL's New York Giants
Landry excelled as a top punter and an
All-Pro defensive back. And the 1956
Giants were professional football's
"Yu have to ask
the criticisms and
pressures will tear
you up,"
world champions. But something was
missing.
"I always figured that to be suc-
cessful you had to be the best in your
business," says Coach Landry. "And
when you were the best, you found
fulfillment. But I discovered that no
matter how successful you were, you
still found emntiness.
"In 1956 we were the world cham-
pions. We were at the top. But there
was emptiness. In 1958 we played the
Baltimore Colts in what many consider
the greatest game ever. It was the first
sudden-death overtime in a champion-
ship game. But the emptiness was still
there."
In the spring of 1959 a friend, steel
salesman Frank Phillips, invited Tom
Landry to a prayer breaKast at Dallas's
Melrose Hotel. "It was the first time
I really opened the Bible," remembers
Landry. "I discovered from studying
that churchgoing was not Christianity."
With his subsequent decision for
Christ, he sensed God leading him into
another field. "I was getting ready to
leave football at the time of my conver-
sion. I never intended to be a coach. I
was preparing for business and manage-
ment. That's what I studied in collese."
But Tom Landry realized that God
was leading him into coaching an ex-
pansion team in Dallas, Texas. That
was 1960, and for the next four years
Tom Landry would put his faith to the
test.
The Cowboys debuted at 0-11-1!
Hardly an auspicious beginning. "By
1964 we had never won more than four
games in a year. Yet Clint Murchison
(the Cowboys' former owner) offered
me a l0-year contract! You have to
realize that most expansion coaches
never last-especiallywith that record.
So I knew God wanted me to stav. Mv
faith carried me through those years.
I learned that when you get down it's
so easy to pray and ask for strength.
And for me there were no nagging
doubts or emptiness Iike before." The
next year things turned around in
Dallas and today the Cowboys are
perennial contenders for the title.
Through the years Coach Landry
has earned more than titles. "It was a
great privilege to play under him,"
says Bob Breunig. "I'm grateful to him
for his intensity, his leadership, and his
lifestyle. He his a certain peace under
all that concentration. There's a iovful
side to him that you see when yol're
with him on a daily basis."
"He's warm, cordial, and sincere,"
says Cowboys chapel coordinator John
Weber. "He cares for his plavers. He's
concerned for their splritual well-
being. That's something to consider
when you realize football doesn't exist
for spiritual reasons."
That spiritual concern prompts
Tom Landry to be outspoken on drugs,
alcoholism, and other issues. His read-
ing includes a wide variety of subject
matter, and his conversation shifts
easily from the Pauline Epistles to the
writings of Saint Augustine to a modern
treatise on Secular Humanism. He
speaks frequently during the off-season
and is active with the Fellowship of
Christian Athletes and other ministries.
He approaches any task with that
trademark of concentration. "You
train yourself to concentrate. I remem-
ber Ben Hogan playing l8 holes of golf
and never losing his concentration."
That total absorption usually brings
success. On the sidelines his mind is
like a well-ordered librarv, and he
selects plays much like a trained librar-
ian chooses books.
He is the same way in the club-
house. "He's very organized and does a
I
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understands your concern.
That's why he wrote
this nou boolc.
If the world around you seems
to keep squeezing you into its mold,
Right Thinking will help you break
free. Hull brings to each chapter a
powerful new challenge to the way
you think abo ut obedience. Or temp-
tation. Or one of seven other essen-
tials to the life that pleases God.
Now at a Christian bookstore
nearyou. $4.95
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HELPING CHzuSTLANS GROW
tremendous amount of work," savs John
Weber. "I went into his office rlcently
and saw three or four piles o[ materia[
on his desk. Each stack was about two
"f'* grate[al
to him for his
intensity, his
Ieadership, and
his lifestyle."
-Bob Breunig
family man. Tom and Alicia have three
grown children and two grandchildren.
He neither lives nor dies football. "You
have to ask yourself what's most im-
portant in your life. If football is your
Iife, I think the criticisms and pres-
sures will tear you up. Again, it 's a
matter of priorities."
Retiring is not a priority. "The
challenges keep me going. I know it
will be time to retire when I don't have
the urge to go on. Our business is so
demanding that you have to have that
drive."
Landry's continuing as head coach
of the Dallas Cowboys benefits millions
of fans. It means they'll stil l see great
plays even if Tom Landry doesn't.
feet high. It was a tremendous amount
of work-but it was orsanized."
Tom Landry leaves tiose stacks at I Mike Fluent is a free-lance writer
work. Off the field he is the proud in Dallas, Texas.
BIOGRAPHY
George Whitefield-Gospel Rover
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by Bi l ly Vick Bart leu
y 1725 the American Colonies
were a morass of oolitical fer-
ment, economic bondage, spir-
itual decline, and ecclesiastical deca-
dence. Historians point to the frontier
dynamic, replete with brutalizing
wars, lewd entertainments, a mobile
population, and a dearth of churches
in newly settled areas, as the cause of
the extreme immorality evidenced in
that era. The time was ripe for a
countermove, and in 1726 the preach-
ing of Theodore Frelinghuysen to his
Dutch Reformed congregations ignited
the fires of revival. The Great Awaken-
ing spread rapidly through the Col-
onies under the impassioned preaching
of Jonathan Edwards, the Tennents,
Samuel Davies, Shubal Stearns, and
others. But the most prolific purveyor
of truth was an it inerate evanselist
from the Mother Country.
George Whitefield was born in
Gloucester, England, December 16,
1714,to Thomas and Elizabeth White.
field in what an American would call
a saloon. His father, the innkeeper,
Tn, Lord had chosen
a man with unique Srfts
for the launching
of a unique ministry,
died when the boy was 2, leaving his
mother and older brothers to carry on
the business. When Georse was l5 he
persuaded his mother totiet him quit
school and work in the inn as a janitor
and sometime bartender. Curiouslv.
even when working in the inn, he enJi-
sioned himself serving the church, an
inspiration that moved him to compose
sermons on the job. One evening his
mother entertained an Oxford Collese
servator (working student) who told of
the relative ease of working one's way
through college. This inspired Elizabeth
to encourage her often wayward son to
try for an appointment. George agreed
to finish grammar school and give it a
try.
Young Whitefield entered Pem-
broke College at Oxford just shy of his
l8th birthday. The next year he met
John and Charles Wesley, upperclass-
men at the institution, who had formed
a pietistic cell known as "The Holy
Club" or "Methodists," because of
their commitment to a reg.ula or
method of l i fe. In reality, they-were in
a confused state trying to work out
their salvation, and they transferred
their confusion to Whitefield. Once ex-
posed to the club, he entered a period
of soul-struggle and physical anct men-
tal f lagellation, alleviated only by
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spurning meritorious works and rely-
ing on the doctrine of free grace. This
year marks the 250th anniversary of
the sure knowledge of salvation he
achieved in 1735. Shortly before death,
Whitefield wrote, "I know the place.
Whenever I go to Oxford, I cannot help
running to the spot where Jesus Christ
revealed Himself to me and gave me
the New Birth."
The rigors of his extreme struggle,
however, coupled with a new spiritual
regimen of prayer, fasting, and Bible
study irreparably damaged his health.
Ironically, his broken physical state
occasioned the launching of his min-
istry. George left Oxford in May of
1735 for a period of restoration at his
home in Gloucester. He did not get
much rest but rather began a lifelong
practice of pushing his physical Iimits.
Compelled to share his new faith and
biblical insights, he organized study
groups, and daily visited the poor, sick,
and incarcerated. His routine called
for eight hours study, eight hours
visiting and personal work, and eight
hours to eat and sleep.
Whitefield's flurried activity soon
came to the attention of the area
bishop, Dr. Benson, who broke a long-
standing age-limit regulation and on
June 30, I 736, ordained the 2 l-year-old
to the office of deacon. Whitefield had
planned to graduate, compile a backlog
of 100 sermons, and apply for ordina-
tion. However, without application and
with only one sermon, he entered his
home church at Gloucester. Although
many were enraptured by his forceful
oratory, he also had detractors, one of
which complained to Bishop Benson
that he "drove 15 people mad." Later
that year Whitefield returned to Ox-
ford and received his bachelor of arts
degree.
Whitefield's boyish, graceful ap-
pearance gave little indication of his
prodigious gifts. Well proportioned
(until the last few years) and a little
above average in height, he was fair-
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Dru*o by his
reputation, charmed
by his personality,
spellbound by ltis oratory,
and conuicted
by the Spirit working
through him, hundreds
of thousands responded
to his nearly 18,0A
messages that all headed
straight for the Cross,
complected, and had sparkling dark
blue eyes. One eye was slightly crossed,
and he appeared to squint when scan-
ning his vast audiences. Apparently
this added to his unique charisma.
His sonorous, piercing voice could
charm audiences of over 50,000 with-
out strain or bellowing. David Garrick,
the noted eighteenth-century actor,
once said he would give 100 guineas if
he could say, "Oh!" as Whitefield did.
The Lord had chosen a man with
unique gifts for the launching of a
unique ministry.
Whitefield's ministry was varied
and productive, from his first assign-
ment at the Tower of London Chapel
to slave and Indian encampments in
the New World. His friendi expected
him to capitalize on his success by tak-
ing a parish church somewhere and
settling into a staid, safe ministry. His
few months in London, however, were
as close as he would ever come to Der-
manence or normalcy. Events dictited
that the world would be his parish.
The "Gospel Rover," as he often
termed himself, traveled extensively.
Besides junkets to Ireland, Scotland,
and Wales, he made 13 voyages across
the Atlantic between 1738 and 1769.
During these crossings, his health was
in its usual terrible state; the ships
were small and cramped; the voyages
Iong (five to six months); and the perils
at sea considerable. Whitefield ob-
served inhis loumals, "I lead a pilgrim
life; God give me a pilgrim heart."
Drawn by his reputation, charmed by
his personality, spellbound by his
oratory, and convicted by the Spirit
working through him, hundreds of
thousands responded to his nearly
18,000 messages that all headed
straight for the Cross.
When Whitefield returned to Eneland
after a relatively uneventful first tiip to
the Colonies, he found that his fame had
faded and his previous railings about a
New Birth and the need of resenerate
ministers had caused him to 6e black-
listed. Undaunted, he concocted the
"mad notion" of preaching in the fields.
The first experiment attracted about 200
hearers, but the idea soon took hold and
crowds exceeding 10,000 gathered when-
ever it was announced that Whitefield
was to preach. About this time he also
pioneered the practice of extempora-
neous public prayer. His critics were
aghast.
As the years wore on, his popularity
became his shield. At the height of the
meetings at his favorite preaching site,
a recreational complex called the Moor-
fields outside London, 60,000 to 80,000
enthusiasts clamored to hear him.
Whitefield labored 24 years in England,
and his contribution there to morals. or-
thodoxy, and the salvation of souls is
incalculable.
For all of Whitefield's success in
England, his deepest niche in church
history was carved in the Colonies,
where he spent approximately nine
years of his life. He counted among his
Colonial friends the editor of rhe Penn-
sylvania Gazette, Benjamin Franklin,
who described the evangelist's effect on
Philadelphia s follows: "It was wonder-
ful to see the change soon made in the
manners of inhabitants. From beins
thoughtless and indifferent aboul
religion, it seemed as if all the world
was growing religious; so that one could
i i l  t l
Harvard College as it was in Whitefield's time
not walk through the town in an eve-
ning without hearing psalms sung in dif-
ferent families in every street." After
captivating New York, Whitefieldturned
south and established Bethesda, an or-
phanage near Savannah, Georgia.
In 1840 he determined to invade
New England and add his influence to
the revival in progress. It was like pour-
ing gasoline on a prairie fire as
everywhere he went new heights of fer-
vor were experienced.
When he advanced on Boston, a dis-
senting minister cried, "I am sorry to
see YOU here." Whitefield replied, "So
is the Devil." The three-week meetins
revolutionized aristocratic Bostonl
Thousands were saved, including 20
ministers, and 20,000 gathered at the
last service.
Everywhere Whitefield traveled,
crowds begged him to speak. Besides
advertised field meetings and numerous
impromptu sessions, he also addressed
the students and facultv of Harvard. On
four occasions he supplied the North-
ampton pulpit of Jonathan Edwards.
When he left, escorted to the ship in the
personal carriage of Governor Belcher
of Massachusetts, the governor em-
braced him warmly and begged him to
return. Reportedly this brief visit
sparked a new wave of revival fervor
that lasted l8 months.
George Whitefield returned twice
more to New England, stirring the in-
habitants on each occasion and, perhaps
more than historians recognize, prepar-
ing the cradle of democracy for the con-
flict with England only a few years
hence. He wrote to John Wesley, "If you
ask what I am doing, I answer, 'ranging
and hunting in the American woods
after poor sinners.' " This English mis-
sionary to America was uncontestably
the Awakening's most prolific spiritual
hunter. In a few short years he and his
Bible-carrying cohorts added 150 new
churches and claimed 40,000 converts-
at a time when there were onlv 250.000
inhabitants in the entire region.
Habits changed, taverns were emp-
tied, family life was strengthened, and
the community's resolve to worship God
and live free from the political and ec-
clesiastical shackles of Ensland inten-
sified. Churches and preachirs forged a
philosophy that found at least partial
expression in the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Constitution of the
United States.
Whitefield's last trek to New England
proved to be his last on earth. On
September 29,1770, the failing preacher
impulsively scheduled an open-air ser-
vice in Massachusetts. When a friend ob-
served his wobbly condition and tried to
dissuade him, the preacher prayed,
"Lord Jesus, I am weary in Thy work
but not of Thy work. Ifi have not yet
finished my course, let me go and speak
for Thee once more in the fields. . . ,
come home, and die." He delivered a
twohour message, traveled to Newbury-
port, and died at the home of Rev.
Jonathan Parsons at 6 a.m., September
30. By request, his body was placed in
a brick vault beneath the pulpit of the
Newburyport church.
One of the great voices of church
history was gone; but his influence
lingered. Some consider Whitefield the
forerunner of modern evangelism, origi-
nating the gospel tabernacle, mass out-
door rallies, loose denominational ties,
and blunt, picturesque, extemporaneous
oratory. Following the example of the
great "Gospel Rover," many would soon
migrate westward into logging camps,
mining towns, and cattle crossings,
spreading the gospel from sea to shin-
ing sea.
I Billy Vick Bartlett is chairman of the
Department of History, Baptist Bible
College, Springfield, Missouri.
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THUNDER INTHE PULPIT
The Method of Grace
Tnr, is what I design
at present, that I may
deliver my soul, that I
may be free from the
blood of all those
to whom I preach-
that I may not fail
to declare the whole
counsel of God,
you what you must undergo, and what
must be wrought in you before you can
speak peace to your hearts.
First, then, before you can speak
peace to your hearts, you must be
made to see, made to feel, made to
weep over, made to bewail, your actual
transgressions against the law of God.
According to the covenant of works,
"The soul that sinneth, it shall die":
cursed is that man, be he what he may,
be he who he mav. that continueth not
in all things that are written in the
Book of the Law to do them. We are not
only to do some things, but we are to
do all things, and we are to continue
so to do; so that the least deviation
from the moral law, according to the
covenant of works, whether in thought,
word. or deed. deserves eternal death
at the hand of God. And if one evil
thought, if one evil word, if one evil ac-
tion, deserves eternal damnation, how
many hells, my friends, do every one
of us deserve, whose whole l ives have
been one continued rebellion apainst
by George Whitefield
Preached in the High-Church yard
of Glasgow, Scotland, on Sunday morn-
ing, September 13, 1741.
They have healed also the hurt of
the daughter of my people slightly, say-
ing, Peace, peace; when there is no
peace (Jer.6il4).
he prophet gives a thundering
message, that they might be
terrif ied and have some convic-
tions and inclinations to renent. But
it seems that the false prophets, the
false priests, went about stif l ing peo-
ple's convictions, and when they were
hurt or a l itt le terrif ied, thev were for
daubing over  the wound,  te i l ing them
that Jeremiah was but an enthusiastic
preacher, that there could be no such
thing as war among them, and saying
to people, peace, peace, be sti l l , when
the prophet told them there was no
peace. The words, then, refer primarily
unto outward things but I verily be-
lieve have also a further reference to
the soul, and are to be referred to those
false teachers, who when people were
under conviction of sin, when people
were beginning to look toward heaven,
were for stif l ing their convictions and
tell ing them they were good enough
before. And, indeed, people generally
love to have it so; our hearts are ex-
ceedingly deceitful, and desperately
wicked; none but the eternal God
knows how treacherous they are.
We are all desirous of peace; peace
is an unspeakable blessingi how can we
live without peace? And, therefore,
people from time to time must be
taught how far they must go, and what
must be wrought in them, before they
can speak peace to their hearts. This
is what I design at present, that I may
deliver my soul, that I may be free
from the blood of all those to whom I
preach-that I may not fail to declare
the whole counsel of God. I shall, from
the words of the text, endeavor to show
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God! Before ever, therefore, you can
speak peace to your hearts, you must
be brought to see, brought to believe,
what a dreadful thing it is to depart
from the living God. And now, my dear
friends, examine your hearts, for I
hope you came hither with a design to
have your souls made better. Give me
leave to ask you, in the presence of
God, whether you know the time, and
if you do not know exactly the time do
you know there was a time, when God
wrote bitter things against you, when
the arrows of the Almighty were within
you? Was ever the remembrance of
your sins grievous to you? Was the
burden of your sins intolerable to your
thoughts? Did you ever see that God's
wrath might justly fall upon you, on
account of your actual transgressions
against God? Were you ever in all your
life sorry for your sins? Could you ever
say, My sins are gone over my head as
a burden too heavy for me to bear? Did
you ever experience any such thing as
this? Did ever any such thing as ihis
pass between God and your soul? If
not, for Jesus Christ's rui,e, do not call
yourselves Christians. You may speak
peace to your hearts, but there is no
peace. May the Lord awaken you, may
the Lord convert you, may the Lord
give you peace before you go home!
Further, before you can speak to
your hearts, you must not only be
troubled for the sins of vour l i fe, the
sins of  your  nature,  bui  l ikewise for
the sins of your best duties and per-
formances. When a poor soul is some-
what awakened by ihe terrors of the
Lord, then the poor creature, being
born under the coven.ant of works, flies
directly to a covenant of works again.
And as Adam and Eve hid themselves
among the trees of the garden, and
sewed fig leaves together to cover their
nakedness, so the poor sinner, when
awakened, flies to his duties and to his
performances to hide himself from
God, and goes to patch up a righteous-
ness of his own. Says he, "I wil l be
mighty good now. I will reform. I will
do all I can. Then certainly Jesus Christ
will have mercy on me." But before you
can speak peace to your heart, you
must be brought to see that God may
damn you for the best prayer you ever
put up; you must be brought to see that
all your duties-all your righteousness,
as the prophet elegantly expresses it,
are so far from recommending you to
God, are so far from being any motive
and inducement o God to have mercy
on your poor soul, that He will see
them to be filthy rags. God hates them,
and cannot away with them, if you
bring them to Him in order to recom-
mend you to his favor. My dear friends,
what is there in our performances to
recommend us unto God?
"Come," says Jesus, "unto me, all
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and
I will give you rest." This speaks en-
couragement to all that are weary and
heavy laden; but the promise of rest is
made to them only upon their coming
and believing, and taking Him to be
their God and their all. Before we can
ever have oeace with God, we must be
justified 6y faith through our Lord
Jesus Christ, we must be enabled to
apply Christ to our hearts, we must
have Christ brought home to our souls,
so as His righteousness may be made
our righteousness, o as His merits
may be imputed to our souls. My dear
friends, were you ever married to Jesus
Christ? Did Jesus Christ ever give
Himself to you? Did you ever draw
Brfo* we can
ever have peace with
God, we must be
justified by faith through
our Lord fesus Christ,
close with Christ by a lively faith, so
as to feel Christ in your hearts, so as
to hear Him speaking peace to your
souls? Did peace ever flow in upon
your hearts like a river? Did you ever
feel that peace that Christ spoke to His
disciples? I pray God He may come and
speak peace to you. These things you
must experience. I am not talking of
the invisible realities of another world,
of inward religion, of the work of God
upon a poor sinner's heart. I am now
talking of a matter of great impor-
tance, my dear hearers. You are all
concerned in it, your souls are con-
cerned in it, your eternal salvation is
concerned in it. You may be all at
peace, but perhaps the Devil has lulled
you asleep into a carnal lethargy and
security, and will endeavor to keep you
there, till he gets you to hell. There
you will be awakened; but it will be
dreadful to be awakened and find your-
selves so fearfully mistaken, when the
great gulf is fixed, when you will be
calling to all eternity for a drop of
water to cool your tongue, and shall
not obtain it.
There is a great multitude of souls
here. How shortly must you all die and
go to judgment! Even before night, or
tomorrow's night, some of you may be
laid out for this churchyard. And how
will vou do if vou be not at peace with
Codlif the Lord Jesus Christ has not
spoken peace to your heart? If God
speak not peace to you here, you will
be damned forever. I must not flatter
you, my dear friends, I will deal sin-
cerely with your souls. Some of you
may think I carry things too far. But,
indeed, when you come to judgment,
you will find what I say is true. I
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Holiness
ond the
Shepherd's
Tosk
by lohn MacArthur
I am deeply distressed
by the contemporary fads
and flippancy that
underscore the shallow-
ness of much American
Christ iani ty.  Nothing is
more disturbing than our
failure to recognize the
central truth about God-
that He is holy, holy, holy
(Isa. 6:3).
The words of Exodus
15:11 echo in my heart :
"Who is like unto thee, O
Lord . . .g lo r ious  in
holiness, fearful in praises,
doing wonders?" Are you
a holy minister? As
representatives of our holy
God we must be holy.
A Los Angeles Times
headline reads, "New
Creed of Business: Jesus
Sells." Tragically, our
Lord has been reduced to
a utilitarian genie, and
hucksters and salesmen
have become the chief
spokesmen for our faith.
This greatly alarms me.
As teachers of His Word,
we must be the prophetic
voice of our God and af-
firm the holiness of His
name. We must demand
that any effort in the name
of our Lord manifest the
integrity of His nature.
The hour's challenge for
Christ's church is this: "Let
us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God"
(2 Cor.7:1). And it all be-
gins with us-the shep-
herds (Isa. 24:2; Hos. 4:9).
As was the priest Aaron,
we must be marked by the
words, "Holv to the Lord!"
The men most used by God
always have "Holy to the
Lord" (cf. Ex. 39:30) deeply
engraved in their thinking.
The cleverness of our
methods, the technique of
our ministry, or the wit of
our serrnons does not put
power in our lives. The awe
of God produces holiness.
Here are several sugges-
tions that will provide a
"second wind" when you
are ready to drop out of
the race for holiness.
Cleanse your mind and
soul with God's Word.
Ponder long over great
passages about God's
holiness. Some timeless
chapters include Job 3842,
Psalm 99, Isaiah 4046, and
Revelation 4-5. Be like
David. "Thy word have I
hid in mine heart, that I
might not sin against thee"
(Ps .  119:11) .
"Pray without ceasing"
(1 Thess.5:17).  George
Sweeting suggests that
prayer is God's cure for
caving in. The greatest
saints have been those most
aware of their sin and
potential for collapse.
Nehemiah (1:6), Ezra
(9:6), and Daniel (9:5) each
confessed his sins in the
fear of God and received
strength for the tasks
ahead.
Immerse yourself in
some excellent reading
about God's holiness. I am
concerned that if Dastors
read at all, they rirely read
great literature, absorbing
the oassion for holiness
found in the great Puritan
writers.
Turn off the television
and spend more time with
great works such as Tfte
Existence and Attributes of
God by Stephen Charnock,
The Knowledge of the Holy
and The Pursuit of Godby
A. W. Tozer, Holiness by
Bishop Ryle, and The Pur-
suit of Holiness by Jerry
Bridges.
Robert Murray
McCheyne's words to a
newly ordained missionary
are good advice to us:
"How diligently the cavalry
officer keeps his sabre
clean and sharp; every stain
he rubs off with the
greatest care. Remember
you are God's sword-His
instrument; I trust a chosen
vessel unto Him to bear
His name.
"In great measure, ac-
cording to the purity and
perfections of the instru-
ment, will be the success. It
is not great talents God
blesses o much as great
likeness to Jesus. A holy
ministry is an awful
weapon in the hand of God."
Sermon
Outline
Developing an Appetite for
the Word-Hebrews 5:12-14
I.  Diet (5:12)
I I .  Discipl ine (5:13-14)
III. Discernment (5:14)
Counseling
Emotionol
Infidelity
by Andre Bustanoby
In recent years more
and more couples have been
experiencing emotional in-
fidelity. A spouse has not
been guilty of committing
adultery, but a friendship
with a member of the op-
posite sex has created a
breach in the marriage. This
other person seems more
important than the spouse
and apparently meets an
emotional need not met in
the marriage. Is there
anything wrong with this,
particularly if there is no
physical contact?
The counselor's first task
is to test the relationship to
see if it reallv is iust friend-
ship. The foliowing ques-
tions are helpful in eval-
uating the situation.
What is the friendship
about? True friendship oc-
curs when two people dis-
cover each other while in
the oursuit of a common in-
tereit. Their focus, however,
remains on the common in-
terest, out of which comes
an appreciation of one
friend for the other in ac-
complishing desired, and
often mutual, goals.
Does the friendship ex-
press appreciation or need?
Friendship is based on ap-
preciation, not on need.
Friends do not need each
other, though life would be
continued on page 52
Churches in Clearwater,
Florida, are fighting an ordi-
nance requiring them to
obtain a license for fund-
raising. Two states want
clergymen to be jailed for re-
fusing to divulge secrets of
parishioners. See p. 70.
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Missions
Come Home
When Sandy Wood saw
the Laotian "boat people"
on national television a
few years ago and realized
that several thousand of
them would be moving
to Nashvil le, Tennessee,
God burdened her im-
mediately to reach them
for Christ. Sandv asked
her pastor, Al H-enson of
Lighthouse Baptist
Church, how they could
best minister to these peo-
ole.  Henson advised her  to
i ry  to f ind an in terpreter ,
and he would begin a
special 8:30 Sunday morn-
ing service for them. Sandy
found one and began in-
vit ing the Laotians to
church.
Bounmy Sonphavilaylack
(Sam Sack) and his family
were first to come. The
next Sunday he brought
another family. Two weeks
Iater Sam was saved. The
outreach grew rapidly un-
ti l , after only a few
months, more than 50 Lao-
tians were comins to
church. Sam felt bod call-
ing him to a ministry to
his people. One year later
Henson established the
Lighthouse Laotian Church
wi th more than 100 ar-
tendees. The church was
piven its own board of
trustees and both an
American and a Laotian
pastor were appointed.
Through the church's
his tory,  over  300 Laot ians
have been saved and bap-
tized. The 200-member
church is now the largest
international church in
America.
Henson's Christian
school has given over 15
scholarships to Laotian
young people. This year
the co-valedictorians were
Laotians. All of the recip-
ients of scholarships have
been called of God into
full-t ime Christian service.
Many of them are going to
Christian colleges.
Henson finds that the
Laotian young people take
their walk with God much
more seriously than most
American young people.
"They remember their
parents 'hardships and
how they immediately
heard of God's love for
them when they came to
America." Somphonsak
Opraseuth, a Laotian teen,
has won the Tennessee
Association of Christian
Schools Preachers' contest
for several years. Henson
notes, "He preaches with
such a different heart for
the message."
Some of the young peo-
ple feel the burden to go
back to their own people
with the message of the
gospel. Henson projects,
"Who knows? Maybe God
will use these young peo-
ple to bring their whole
nation to God!"
In addition to meeting
the spiritual needs of the
Laotians, Lighthouse Bap-
tist Church is helping
them adjust to l iving in
America. Night classes at
the church are designed to
teach them how to read,
write, and assume the
responsibil i t ies of daily
l ife in the community and
on the job.
Henson shares, "God
has blessed our ministry
because of our reaching
out to them. As we have
tried to be a blessing to
them, they in turn have
been a greater  b less ing to
us . "
Counseling
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poorer without them. Emo-
tional needs such as affir-
mation and the buildins of
self-worth properly beldng
to marriage and the
family-committed relation-
ships. Physical and emo-
tional needs cannot be met
in friendship, or else the
friendship is no longer
friendship but intimacy,
though not so much as a
handshake has been shared
on a physical level. When
friends turn from their
mutual interest to fulfillins
each other's needs, the
friendship ceases. If one ex-
pects needs to be met
without a total commitment,
he should not be surprised
when he or his friend is
hurt.
Is the friendship ex-
clusive? Friends are in-
clusive while intimates, such
as members of the same
familv and lovers. are ex-
clusive. Those who share
and enjoy common interests
find a greater enjoy'rnent
with the addition of like-
minded people to the circle.
Some intimacies that belons
to parent-child and husband-
wife relationships do not
belong in relationships with
others.
The counselor helping
couples who have problems
with emotional infidelity
must require total honesty
of them. He can then deter-
mine if the relationship is
just a friendship, remember-
ing that the exclusivity of
the relationship is a key
tactor.
We Asked
Clyde H.
Box...
Which five books (other
than the Bible) have in-
fluenced your ministry the
most? In His Steps by
Sheldon, Lectures to My
Students by Spurgeon,
Memoirs of McCheyne by
Bonar, From Manger to
Throne by Talmage, and
How to Work lor Christ by
Torrey.
What are five character
traits of a good pastor?
Honesty, compassion, zeal,
vision, and patience.
How old were you when
you first began pastoring,
and if you had known then
what you know now, what
would you have done dif-
ferently? Thirty. I would
have exercised more pa-
tience and understandins
in dealing with people.
People are our product.
We need to love those who
are away from God as
much as we do the lost.
I Clyde H. Box is pastor
of Brook Hollow Baotist
Church. Desoto. Texis.
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that our faith produces a
different lifestyle. It mat-
ters how we play the
game-and how we react
to i t !
I James R. Evans is orin-
cipal of Temple Chrisiian
School, Redford, Michigan.
Keeping
Minnows ol
by Richard Lewis
"I don't mind being
swallowed bv whales."
B.R. Lakin o-ften said. "I
iust hate to be nibbled to
ieath by minnows."
Probably every
preacher has felt that way
at some time. We do not
mind being shot in the bat-
tle for Christ, but it is
devastating to be picked at
back in camo. The adver-
sary's tactic-is clever. If
our enemy cannot kill us
in battle he will get one of
our fellow soldiers to
shoot us in the foot so we
will l imp in our victory
march.
If we are not careful
we will turn our attention
away from the important
spiritual battle of the
church and spend our
energy defending our
egos-the least important
conflict in which we can
engage.
To avoid this oettv war-
fare we must firsi under-
stand the reasons for the
attacks. Most critics do
not hate their  target,  they
are just frustrated. They
are brighter, more
talented, and more mature
than we are. "Why does a
nobody get all the
breaks?" they ask. They
are angry with God, but
since He is not accessible
they take swipes at others.
What can you do to
keep minnows from nib-
Dl lng you/ t l rst ,  never
ll Molfers
How We Ploy
the Gome
by lames R. Evans
Perhaps no endeavor in
the Chrisiian school move-
ment draws closer
scrutiny by the general
publ ic  than our  explo i ts  in
the athletic arena. Durins
the heat of comoetit ion t-h.
world observes ind
evaluates the quality of
our character.
At  s take,  u l t imate ly ,  is
not the reputation of our
school or athletic pro-
gram, but our testimony
for the Lord Jesus Christ
and the furtherance of His
purposes. The foundation
of our athletic philosophy
must be to develop pro-
grams that glorify God
(1 Cor.  10:31)  and are sal t
and light to those around
us.
A Christ-honoring at-
titude should permeate
our responses on the field
of play and in the stands.
We dare not react to
adversity in an uncon-
trolled fashion, regardless
of our opponents' tactics.
If we do respond inap-
propriately, we need to be
spiritually mature,
apologize, and seek
forgiveness. Such
acknowledgment in-
creases the stature and
testimony of our
institutions.
Practicallv. there will
be occasions'when the
heat of a contest may pro-
duce anger and frustration
in the minds of our
coaches, players, or fans.
However, the Scriptures
exhort us to be angry and
sin not (Eph. 4:26).
Nothing will destroy our
testimony more than hot-
headed poor sportsmanship.
A Christ-like approach
must also be ingrained in-
to our cheerleading and
pep band efforts. Cheers
should be positive and
supportive, not negative or
derisive (Eph. 4:29).
Modesty should determine
the dress of the
cheerleaders (1 Tim.
2:9-10). Selections from a
pep band-played at the
appropriate time-can add
to the festive atmosphere
of any athlet ic contest.
The music should Dromote
goodwill between fhe
respective teams.
Consider the purpose
behind the choice of op-
ponents. If our goal is to
add to our laurels and
build our institutional ego,
then perhaps we should
not nretend to have a
Chriitian athletic program.
If we are to have the
greatest impact for Christ,
we should strive for a
quality program and play
the best competition
available.
Perhaps most difficult
is the need to continually
develop an understanding
of foundational biblical
principles within our
school. An on-going
discipling process is
crucial to staying on
course. If wrong attitudes
or practices appear, we
must deal with them in a
spirit of love (Gal. 6:1).
Athletics offer our
Christian school a unique
opportunity to demon-
strate to the community
talk about your work
unless asked, and then
. modestly. Instead of talk-
ing about yourself, l isten
to others' favori te
subiect-them-
selves. While you are
allowing the other guy to
speak, develop a genuine
interest in him and sup-
press the urge to tell him
of your accomplishments.
Solomon said, "For men to
search their own glory is
not glory" (Prov. 25:27). If
you have to tell people you
are successful, you prob-
ably are not!
Paul said, "Look not
every man on his own
things, but every man also
on the things of others"
(Phil. 2:4). If you will l isten
to others, people will
forget why they do not
like you.
Second, remember that
the ministry is not a con-
test. In sharing a program
that is working for you,
often you receive the
rebuttal, "That's great, but
you know, we've been do-
ing that for years."
Ministers are often
tempted to brag about
their record-breaking days
and their successful
methods. Replace a com-
petitive spirit with a con-
cern for the ministry of
others.
Third, avoid conflicting
personalities. Inevitably
there are those with whom
we do not feel comfort-
able. While we should
avoid being in contact
with them, we certainly
should not harbor bad at-
titudes toward them. They
are God's children too and
He loves them.
Fourth, realize that
God is concerned with
you. First Thessalonians
4: l l  declares. "Studv to be
quiet, and to do youi own
business, and to work with
your own hands." God never
continued on page 54
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Christian School to grades
K-12.
Performances of the
Living Christmas Tree, an
annual Virginia spectacu-
Iar of Thomas Road Bap-
tist Church, Lynchburg,
Virginia, will be at 7:30 p.m.
on December 6, 2:00 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m. on December 7,
and 2:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
on December 8. (See next
month's lournal.\
At their 37th annual
meeting, the Conservative
Congregatlonal Christian
Conference adopted a one
and one-half-page state-
ment affirming that
abortion-on-demand is
morally wrong. The state-
ment listed 26 Scripture
references that prove the
Bible condemns abortion.
The denomination is
composed of 168 churches
with a total membership
of 30.000.
This is the l0th an-
niversary year of Pulpit
Helps, published first in
October 1975. One of the
many ministries of AMG
International (Advancing
the Ministries of the
Gospel) of Chattanooga,
Tennessee, Pulplt Helps
was born out of Spiros
Zodhiates's earnest desire
to help today's preacher in
his pulpit ministry. The
publication shares an
enormous volume of
materials to inspire, en-
courage, and instruct the
minister.
Denver Baptist Bible
College and Seminary
began its 34th year with
Tim Amundson as Chris-
tian Life Week speaker.
The annual Crusader Davs
for prospective students
will also host an Alumni
Bible Conference on
November 7-9. Myron
Houghton will be the
featured speaker.
Word Study
Nothros signifies
"Iazy" or "sluggish"
behavior. It is translanted
"slothful" in the LXX
(Greek translation of the
OId Testament) of Prov-
erbs 22:29 and'in Hebrews
6:12. ln Hebrews 5: l  I  the
term describes the
slothfulness of the peo-
ple's hearing. They had
not been listening;
therefore they had not
been growing and were
scarcely able to receive
the message God had for
them.
Minnows
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called us to be watchdogs
over the works of others.
Each of us has enough to
do without minding the
business of others.
Finally, like Elisha's
seminary student in
2 Kings 6:1-7, our ax head
(the ministry) is borrowed.
Our work belongs only to
God. We are caretakers of
God's work so we do not
need to carry on a petty
warfare of self-defense.
Our battle is with those
who are against the
Saviour, not with those
who are against us. If we
will be more concerned
with His honor and less
with our own, the Master
will take care of the min-
nows and prepare us for
the whales.
Emborrossing
Moments...
Paige Patterson,
Uriswell Center for
Biblical Studies, Dallas,
Texas: "I fell out of the
baptistry at Bethany Bap-
tist Church in New
Orleans,"
Church
News
Rick Flowers, a 1981
graduate of Liberty Uni-
versitv. dedicated a new
250-seat auditorium
church complex on the
fourth anniversary of his
founding Lighthouse Bap-
tist Church in Murfrees-
boro, Tennessee. The at-
tractive structure can easily
be expanded to seat 400. A
crowd of 379 attended the
anniversary service.
Flowers is proud of his
congregation, who through
their physical efforts
helped build the $300,000
structure for less than
$200,000.
SCORE International, a
sports missions ministry
founded by Ron Bishop,
recently spent two weeks
in Mexico sharing Christ
through basketball. At
halftime large crowds
heard the gospel through
the witness of players and
a brief message. As a
result of the tour, more
than 150 people received
Christ as personal Saviour.
The team of 18 high
school players from more
than 12 Christian schools
competed against Mexican
university teams. During
the day the team worked
with Baptist missionaries
in distributing over 10,000
gospel tracts.
"It is our desire to
reach thousands of lost
souls through sports
evangelism," states Ron
Bishop. Applications for
future SCORE (Sharing
Christ Our Redeemer
Enterprises) International
trips to Mexico, the Carib-
bean, and the Philippines
can be obtained by writing
to P. O. Box 5385, Fort
Oglethorpe, Georgia 307 42.
Titus International In-
stitute of Chattanooga,
Tennessee, recently in-
troduced its first
videotaoe course for mis-
sionaryeducators. The
first course features Lee
Roberson in a 20-lecture
series on Church
Leadership,
This and other courses
are designed for integra-
tion into the curriculum of
missionary Bible in-
stitutes. TII has been
authorized by the Ten-
nessee Higher Education
Commission to grant
transferable credit for the
Church Leadership course.
Missionaries oi other
interested persons may
write Titus International
Institute, P. O. Box 3074,
Chattanooga, Tennessee
37404 for additional
information.
Robert Bates, pastor of
Heritage Baptist Church,
Fayetteville, Tennessee,
hosted the middle-Ten-
nessee, north-Alabama
pastors' conference on
August 12, with about 50
independent Baptist
pastors attending. Bates is
a 1980 graduate of Liberty
University and has built
his rural church from 0 to
an average attendance of
150. The church is housed
in a new building and
offers a Christian educa-
tion through Heritage
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LOSING ROUND
by Chorles Murroy
Reviewed by Stephen Witham, asso-
ciate professor of political science,
L iber ty  Un ivers i ty ,  Lynchburg ,
Virsinia.
In Losing Ground, Charles Murray
has made a maior contribution to our
understanding bf the effectiveness of
federal antipoverty programs. His work
has the potential to change the nature
of the whole Liberal-Conservative d bate
on this issue. Liberals have previously
characterized Conservatives as heartless
and unconcerned because they did not
support ever-increasing budgets for
federal antipoverty programs.
Conservatives have long suspected
that these programs were often wasteful
and counterproductive. Now they have
the empirical evidence to support their
suspicions. Charles Murray's work will
have to be taken seriouslv bv scholars
because instead of beginning with a
preconceived bias, he allowed his exten-
sive research into government welfare
programs to dictate his conclusions.
The subject of Murray's research is
the body of statistics relating to poverty
from 1950 to 1980. Liberals like to tell
us that programs such as the Great
Society under Lyndon Johnson made
great strides toward ending poverty.
Murray's research demonstrates that
the reverse is true. The real chanse that
occurred during the Johnson years was
a shift in the way we view poor people
(a "paradigm shift" in Murray's terms).
Before 1964 it was common to differen-
tiate between the "deserving people"
who were impoverished through no
fault of their own, and those who simply
did not want to work and, therefore,
deserved no help. "What emerged in the
1960's was an almost unbroken intellec-
tual consensus that the individualist ex-
planation of poverty was altogether out-
moded and reactionary. Poverty was not
a consequence of indolence or vice . . . .
Poverty was not the fault of the in-
dividual but of the system" (p.29).
Once this line of thousht was ac-
cepted there was no longeiany stigma
attached to accepting poverty funds as
a way of life. Indeed, receiving aid was
considered to be a "right" of the poor.
Funding of programs increased ramati-
callv. "Overall, civilian social welfare
cosis increased by 20 times from 1950
to 1980."
This leads to the criticalproblem. If,
as Liberals claim, additional funding is
needed to fight poverty, why did the prog-
ress of the poor slow down at the same
time funding was increasing? Murray
concludes that blacks were especially
hurt by such measures. There is no
reason to doubt that Liberals were genu-
inely trying to help minorities. But what
was the effect of their efforts? Labor
force participation among black males
declined and illegitimate births among
black teenagers increased markedly.
Why did these problems befall poor
blacks? As Murray points out, the new
welfare system makes it seem economi
cally advantageous to drop out of the
labor force, or to have illegitimate
children. The poor viewed the new situa-
tion in analytical terms and made their
choice. "All were rational responses to
the changes in the rules of the game of
surviving and getting ahead" (p.155).
Liberals simply failed to understand
that the poor might not behave in the
way the social planners desired. Their
good intentions bacKired. They hurt the
very people they sought o help. Once a
person misses a chance for education,
becomes an illegitimate mother, or ac-
cumulates a poor work record, he is
likely to be locked into a state of
dependency and poverty for the rest of
his life.
Conservatives can now seize the
moral high ground in this debate. They
can say that Liberals have ignored the
well-being of the poor and stripped them
of their dignity and chances for eco-
nomic advancement.
A major strength of this book is that
it is equally accessible to the general
reader and the social scientist. The ma-
jor lines of analysis can be followed by
reading only the text. Supporting tech-
nical data is inserted in boxed inserts,
charts in the appendix, and extensive
I  is  a FREE per iodic  sale sheet  of  exposi tory sermons,  sermon
I  ou t l i nes ,  commen ta r i es ,  and  B ib l i ca l  s tud ies .  l f  you  wou ld  l i ke
I  to  receive th is  f ree sale sheet  mai l  th is  coupon
I  and your  name and address to:
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I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
NoRt ' r  BunlesoN, Booxsel leR
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endnotes. The strength of Murray's in-
sights should force many fair Liberals
to rethink their views about poverty,
crime, education, employment and the
family. Hopefully, this will lead to
another "paradigm-shift" back to a more
common sense approach to these prob-
lems. @asic Books, 1984,323pp. $23.95)
LIBERAIS FOR TUNCH
by Col Thomos
Corfoons by Woyne Stoyskol
Reviewed by Michael R. Smith, news
reporter withPublic Opinion, a Gannett
Company newspaper in Chambersburg,
Pennsylvania.
Cal Thomas is leading an assault on
the battleground of ideas.
In Liberals for Lunch, his latest book,
Thomas provides alternative thoughts to
the predictable viewpoints often found
in the nation's leading newspaper
editorial/opinion pages. Writing with
clarity and conviction, he exposes the
rampant double standards in American
culture.
Joining him in the attack is editorial
cartoonist Way'ne Stayskal of the Tampa
Tribune. Stayskal's cartoons pro-
vide a round of laughter followed
by a whimper of shame at the
decadence of modern life.
F un dament ali s t J oumal r ead-
ers are familiar with Thomas be-
cause of his monthly "Face the
Facts" column. More than a year
ago, Thomas took his crusade for
a more Conservative commentary
in newspapers to the elite los
Buchwald, Joseph Kraft, and
Erma Bombeck. Thomas was
added to this list and now his words
reach one million readers.
As former vice president for com-
munications at Moral Majority in Lynch-
burg, Virginia, and a veteran broad-
caster with 2l years of experience,
Thomas's prose repels some of the
Liberal voices that have all but drowned
out a Conservative perspective.
His writing, crisp and memorable,
concentrates on the Conservative
agenda: abortion, Communist aggres-
sion, censorship, the media, and more.
Liberals for Lunch, contains a col-
lection of Thomas's columns written
for the Los Angeles Times Syndicate.
The 143-page paperback offers quick
reading on weighty matters. Nearly
half its pages are devoted to Stayskal's
lively work. On abortion, he depicts
an abortion clinic that sells two tvpes
of cigars: "It would have been u boy"
and "It would have been a sirl." In
another cartoon a "maternit! ward"
sign has been altered to read "eter-
nity ward."
Thomas writes of abortionists, call-
ing them "unwilling parents" and ex-
amples of a deteriorating nation. He
states, "For the past 20 years, the USA
has been on a narcissistic binse" and
calls for "a return to traditional
values-family integrity, religious com-
mitment, political involvement-which
became traditional in the first place
because they worked."
He warns of "a tolerance for what
used to be intolerable," of a "retreat
toward bondage" with the abortion
epidemic and the tendency to abandon
spouses and families to pursue a self-
indulgent lifestyle.
In a report on Ted Turner's bid for
CBS, Thomas raps the arrogance of TV
moguls, a frequent target of his pen. He
writes, "These guys are so puffed up
with a sense of their own imnortance
that someone should paint the name
'Goodyear' on their backsides and float
them over football stadiums."
Stayskal's accompanying cartoon
shows a viewer absorbed in a nightly
TV newscast hat says, "A plot to take
over CBS was pushed today by some
narrow-minded, manipulative, right-
wing, flaky conservatives who think
their weirdo views aren't handled fairly
by our more liberal and intelligent news
staff."
Liberals for Lunch is the best of
Thomas and Stayskal and proves Con-
servatives do have something to say-
and a sense of humor to boot. (Crosswav
Books, 1985, l43pp., $6.95)
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Change in the Chattanooga Command
Lee Roberson was voted lifetime chancellor of
Tennessee Temple University.
by Raymond l. Catogge
n July 31, l985-tearfully and
without fanfare-two of the
world's great Fundamentalist
leaders said farewell to their lifelonp
ministries in the Chauncy-Goode Audi
torium of Teruressee Temple University.
Ten days before, the official announce-
ment was made that J. Don Jenninss
would shortly assume the pastorate 6f
the great Highland Park Baptist Church
and the presidency of Tennessee Tem-
ple University. Now Lee Roberson and
J. R. Faulkner were giving their final
words of wisdom to the staff and
students of Temple.
Faulkner began with a brief recap
of his 39 years at Temple and 35 years
with the church. He had come to Chat-
tanooga in1946 to help Roberson in the
operation of the young Bible college.
ln 1949 Faulkner was made pastoral
assistant to Roberson at Hishland
Park Church. Roberson resisnid the
church in 1983 to devote mori time to
the school, assigning the pastorate to
Faulkner, whose leadership in the two
institutions had-earned hlm a noble
reputation as America's best "second
man." He made a profession of being
an assistant rather than the man in
charge. He cherished the position in
every way.
Roberson, who had demonstrated
strong leadership seasoned with love
J. Don Jennings assumes pastorate of Highland
Park Baptist Church and presidency of Ten-
nessee Temple University.
Hi, preaching style
is powerful, filled
with poetry, alliteration,
and vignettes, He has
a gift for organization
and administration.
and compassion in both institutions
for 40 years, challenged the audience
to hold true to the fundamentals of the
faith, emphasizing God's Word, separa-
tion, evangelism, and the Second Com-
ing of Christ. His personal vision had
shaped this ministry during those 40
years into one of international impact
and outreach. Without doubt he was
the human dynamo God used to propel
these great institutions.
The change in the Chattanooga com-
mand was largely a result of Drs. Rob-
erson and Faulkner's conclusion that
the church and school needed a new,
younger leader. Roberson is 75 and
Faulkner is 71. Faulkner holds the title
of president emeritus at Temple and
assists Jennings on the church staff.
The school's board of trustees voted
Roberson chancellor for life, in light of
J. R. Faulkner holds title of oresident emeritus
at Tennessee Temple University.
his vision and dream for the university.
He remains an honored and esteemed
personality because of his diligence
and dedication to this cause.
The six-month search for a new
pastor-president ended Wednesday
evening, July 17, when the church
voted to call J. Don Jenninss. Before
the vote, Faulkner submitted'his resig-
nation in a speech filled with emotion.
During the two-month transition in late
summer, Faulkner graciously paved
the way for his successor.
Jennings, a native of West Virginia,
entered Moody Bible Institute in his late
teens to prepare for the ministry. His
training was interrupted by service in
the U.S. Navy Air Force during the
Korean War, and he later resumed min-
isterial preparation, graduating from
Piedmont Bible Colleee in Winston-
Salem, North Carolina. He was licensed
to preach in 1950 by Mount Tabor Bap-
tist Church in Beckley, West Virginia,
and ordained at Timberlake Baptist
Church, Lynchburg, Virginia-his first
pastorate.
Jennings also pastored churches in
Mlchigan and Indiana, Each church ex-
perienced significant growth, averag-
ing an increase of over 100 members
every year. While pastoring, Jennings
traveled nationally as a speaker in
Bible, youth, and mission conferences.
After 20 years in local church
ministries, Jennings was chosen as
I
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12 outstanding
Christmas songs
such as
r Come On Ring Those Bells
o White Christmas
o what Child ts .this?
e Silent Night
o Home For The Holidays
r When God Came Down
r Oh Holy Night. . .
P lus5more . . .
Add Mack's New Cassette
"silver Anniversary" & Re,ceive
Both For Only $ll.0o P.P.
MACK EVANS MINISTRIES
P.O. Box 4l0l . Lynchburg, VA 24502
International Director of Enrichment
for the Association of Baptists for
World Evangelism. This ministry in-
volved speaking, counseling, and travel-
ing to 52 countries. He was honored
with a doctor of divinity degree from
Temple in 1,974.
In October 1983 Jennings became
president of Northwest Baptist Semi-
nary in Tacoma, Washington. Signifi-
cant strides were made at the seminary
during his two years of leadership.
From there God Ied him to Chattanoosa.
Don Jennings and his wife, Dor'is,
who met at Piedmont, have always
placed a premium on Christian educa-
tion and learning. Doris earned a
master's degree in education at
Eastern Michigan University and di-
rected a Christian school in Ypsilanti,
Michigan. Their two children, Michael
and Don, Jr., are both graduates of
Tennessee Temple. Mike serves on the
staff at Northwest Seminary and Don
pastors the Harborshores Baptist
Church in Cicero, Indiana.
Jennings is an accomplished speaker.
His unique preaching style is powerful,
filled with poetry, alliteration, and vi-
gnettes. He has a gift for organization
and administration.
With goals and objectives in mind,
Jenninss came to Chattanoosa well
equipp6d to take control. On-Moody
Broadcasting Network's Prime Time
America, he stated, "My distinctive will
be to have a balanced type of ministry-
emphasizing evangelism and edifica-
tion, involving practical and doctrinal
teaching, and preparing students to
minister in the twentieth century." He
will acquire a full-time staff with "ex-
ceptional credentials and in-depth ex-
perience" to lead a "people-oriented,
family-centered" ministry.
His desire for the school is to pro-
mote the values and ideals of Christian
higher education. A letter to his faculty
described his paramount goal as "pro-
viding society with credible Christians
both now and in the future. . . educating
students to think Christianly and to
live in the world authentically."
The atmosphere surrounding the
church-school campus has been elec-
tric! Terms such as "excited," thrilled,"
and "encouraged," flow from faculty,
students, and church members. Jen-
nings has gained the respect and ad-
miration of students, employees, and
onlookers.
Some fear the change in leadership
may mean a departure from the reput-
able heritage of Highland Park and
Tennessee Temple. Will it change? If
preparing Christians to meet the needs
of the contemporary world necessitates
change in program, then it certainly
will. However, the biblical goals and
foundation will not change.-Jennings
has no plans to redirect the great
legacy of the church or school. "I know
the historic and biblical position of the
Highland Park Baptist Church and
"M, distinctive will
be to have a balanced
type of ministry-
emphasizing evangelism
and edification, involving
practical and doctrinal
teaching, and preparing
students to minister
in the twentieth centurv."
Tennessee Temple Universi ty. . . .  My
ministry will be a continuance of that,"
he told Ihe Chattanooga Times in a re-
cent interview.
Jennings acknowledged the difficulty
of following these great men. Shortly
before his permanent move to Chat-
tanooga he urged the congregation,
"Humanly speaking, I cannot accom-
plish such a task as leading this church
or school. I fervently ask you to pray
daily for me and for the Spirit of God
to grant me divine wisdom."
To measure the grand impact of the
Highland Park Church and TTU would
be impossible. The institutions' in-
fluence will undoubtedly continue. For
years alumni, students, faculty, and
friends have prayed for wisdom on
behalf of the leadership, The change in
the Chattanooga command will receive
that same intercession, for the future
of Tennessee Temole and Hishland
Park remains not in the hands o.-f men,
but in the hands of God.
I Raymond J. Catogge is director of
extension ministries and assistant oro-
fessor of Christian education at 'ien-
nessee Temple University, Chattanooga,
Tennessee.
elderly and the example of
children "honoring their
parerrts," was a testimony
to the grandchildren. The
"extended family" had a
positive influence in the
home.
While some aging
parents need specialized
care that cannot be
managed by the family,
today too many children
grow up without knowing
their grandparents-simply
because the elderly are
sent to a home as a matter
of convenience-where a
non-familial agency will
care for them and in many
cases the government will
foot the bill. Unfortunately,
many Christ ian famil ies
have fallen into the same
cultural Dattern.
The eiderly are not go-
ing away. In fact, their
numbers are going to in-
crease in the years ahead.
We in the church of Jesus
Christ have a golden op-
portunity to set an example
of how to revere the elderly
as an integral part of our
family. We need to demon-
strate the old saying
"blood is thicker than
.water," by the way we
take care of our parents.
We can begin by reassur-
ins them of our love and
Ieitins them know we will
never-leave or forsake them.
Older people, as people
of any age, need to know
they will always have a
place to live and someone
who lovingly cares for
them. Knowing they can
count on their children,
next to God Himself, to
give support and comfort
when the eventual prob-
lems of aging arrive gives
sreater confidence than
iny gou..tt-ental plan for
Social Security. Such
assurance will l ikely con-
tribute to the health, well-
being, and longer life of
the parents, and according
to Ephesians 6:1-3, will
definitely lengthen the life
of their children.
Senior Gitizens
Family
by Tim and Beverly LaHaye
Social Security will
celebrate a troubled 50th
birthday this year. Rates,
which have gone out of
sight, are now referred to
as taxes. Smaller families
result in reduced contribu-
tions to the fund, making
it unlikely that today's
young people will ever col-
Iect benefits from it-
without government subsidy.
Another major problem
with Social Security is that
none of the expertS antici-
pated the success of medical
science in lengthening life-
sDans to 74 for men and 79
for women.
As exciting as this pros-
pect is to most of us, it is
devastating to Social
Security. The system was
designed for people with
at least a decade shorter
life expectancy.
Having observed Social
Security since its incep-
tion, we see its problems
as insignificant in com-
parison to the effect it is
having on the family's con-
cern for its elderly. Before
Social Security began its
false promises, the elderly
r,vere cared for by their
children. Housing may have
been crowded and there
may have been some dis-
advantages, but the emo-
tional support for the
Signs
of Bevival
in the Home
by Dawn Wilson
"The family that prays
together stays together,"
but not always! I have
considered my own family
and am sobered by the re-
alization that it might be
possible to "gain the whole
world" religiously but lose
our family in the process.
I am challenged by the
need for revival in our
families. The followins are
signs of revival in the hlome:
Submitting together: The
revived family yields its
will to God's will, to His
leadership and control
(James +:-O-Z; eph. S:tZ;.
The strength of humility is
the primary ingredient in
true revival (2 Chron. 7:14).
Sorrowing together: The
revived family is sensitive
to God's voice, grieving
and repentant whenever
His will is not obeyed. "For
I will declare mine iniquity; I
will be sorry for my sin"
( P s . 3 8 : 1 8 ) .
Seeking together: Re-
vival comes to a family
when they are eager to
"pray, and seek" God's
face Q Chron. 7:14). This is
recognizing "teachable
moments" all day long to
acquaint the family with
the Word, ways, and will
of God (Deut. 6:6-7).
Standing together: The
revived family has pledged
itself to family commit-
ments that are born out of
bibl ical  convict ions. A
steadfast pursuit of godli-
ness is reflected in the
entertainment, literature,
and environment he family
chooses.
cont. on page 60
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Wanted-
Management
Irainees
by Paul G. Barringer
As Christians, our over-
all purpose in l ife is to
bring glory to God. This
purpose is to be reflected
in every facet of our l ives.
"Whether therefore ye ear,
or  dr ink,  or  whatsoever ye
do, do all to the elorv of-
God" (l Cor. 10;3"1).
Does this include our
f inancia l  l ives as wel l?
Certa in ly .  A Chr is t ian can-
not neatly divide his activi-
t ies in to "sacred" and
"secular"  catesor ies.  In
fact, our faithfulness in
finances is considered an
indicator of our prepared-
ness to acceDt God's true
r i ches  (Luke  l 6 :11 ) .
This necessity for Chris-
tians to properly manage
their f inances is borne out
by the sheer bulk of the
Bible's references to money.
The Scriptures refer
directly to money approx-
imate ly  700 t imes and in-
directly in hundreds of
other passages. Of the
parables Jesus used as
i l lust rat ions.  near lv  hal f
deal with the use oi mun.y.
If we can fulf i l l  at least
part of our l i fe's purpose
by properly managing our
finances, we need to know
how to become good man-
agers. The key is again
found in Scripture-
planning. While no specific
verse says "Thou shalt
plan," many teach the
necessity of it. Examples
include Proverbs 21:20,
Proverbs 22:3, Proverbs
30:24-25, and Luke l4:28.
To properly plan your
finances is often not easy.
Many Christians need
training and assistance
with this aspect of steward-
ship. Whether your needs
are in the areas of budget-
ing and debt reduction, or
more complicated areas
such as estate planning,
investments, insurance,
etc., help is available.
CFC, a nonprofit Chris-
tian organization, has
trained laymen all across
the country who can help
in the areas of personal
financial management. For
information write: Christian
Financial Concepts, Route 5,
Dahlonega,  Georgia 30533.
For guidance in more
involved financial matters
( tax p lanning,  investments,
ret i rement  and estate p lan-
n ing,  etc . )  contact :  The
Fel lorvship of  Chr is t ian
Financia l  Advisors,  4380
South Syracuse Street ,
Sui te 302,  Denver,  Colo-
rado 80237. FCFA is a pro-
fess ional  organizat ion of
f inancia l  p lanners,
bankers,
accountants,  insurance
salesmen,  real  estate
agents,  at torneys,  and
others who are in  a posi -
t ion to g ive f inancia l  ad-
v ice.  I ts  miss ion is  to
br ing the Chr is t ian eth ic
and  b ib l i ca l  p r i nc ip l cs  i n t c r
the markct  p lace.
I Paul G. Barringer, a certi-
fied financial planner, heads
Financial Advisory Services
in Lynchburg, Virginia.
Revival cont. from page 59
Singing together: Revived
family members allow the
melody in their hearts to
spil l out into their home
(Ps. 100:2). An attitude of
praise not only marks a
Chr is t -centered home, i t
also leaves a powerful im-
Dact on children.
Smiling together: A re-
vived family not only
makes music, it also laughs
and plays and relishes the
joys and victories our
Saviour has secured for us
(Ps. 126:3). A child who has
never seen his earthly
[ather  re lax and re io ice in
his faith may have diffi-
culty enjoying the benefits
of Christianity as an adult
(Ps.  103: l -5) .
Serving together: Often,
a rev ived fami lv .  in  thei r
commitment to ieach others
with God's love, wil l decide
to sacrif icially meet some
need, as in giving a large
amount  o l  money to a mis-
sionary or other love-
pro jects to help fami l ies
(Gal .  6 :2,10) .  Pro jects l ike
these draw families closer
together in a spirit of love.
Basicallv. revival in the
home means seeing all of
l i fe, every waking moment,
as an opportunity to spend
time with God and for
Him. I t  is  not  a mat ter  of
knowing textbook Chris-
tianity. It is the practical,
consistent outworking of
our relationship with God,
br inging eternal  va lues in to
present perspective in our
home.
Adapted by permission of
L i fe Act ion Min is t r ies,
February 1984, Spirit ot'
Revival.
cfust for the
Fun of It
Serv ing can be a fami ly
lun act iv i ty .  One of  the
most  specia l  th ings a fami ly
can do during the Thanks-
giving season is to prepare
dinner for  a shut- in .  Let
everyone in the family be-
come involved with the
preparation and go as a
family to delir,er the meal.
Include a candle, flowers,
or  a g i f t  i f  you l ike.
Helping others in-
c reases  ou r
capacity to ap-
preciate our
own blessings
from God.
Save a Heart
by Gregg Albers, M.D.
Heart  d isease is  s t i l l
the number one k i l ler  in
the United States. The
preaching of medical and
health professionals is be-
ing heeded by only a few;
therefore, the trend is re-
versing very slowly.
Heart disease is so
preventable, however, that
it should be at the borrom
of the l ist, not the top.
Here are some prevent-
able or controllable causes
of heart disease:
l) Smoking-many studies
show a strong link
2) Obesity-especially fat
in the abdomen and chest
3) Hyperlipemia-high
blood fats are treatable
4) Diabetes-fewer heart
attacks with better
control
5) Lack of Exercise-seden-
tary l ifestyles
6) High-Stress Lifestyles-
type ,4 behavior patterns
7) Hypertension-high blood
pressure is easy to
monitor
Working to eliminate
these causes wil l help
reduce the risk of heart
disease. Prevention is the
key to "saving a heart . "
Please call your family
physician for further
information.
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Peer
Pressure-
Who Needs It?
by Mel Johnson
"But everybody does
i t ! " . .  .  " I  don ' t  wan t  t o  be
the oddbal l ! " .  . .  "You don' t
know what it is like to be
a teenager!"
The wrong kind of peer
pressure can be extremely
harmful, leading a teen to
do things that are damag-
ing to his character and to
his future. Here are a few
tips to help parents and
teens: 1. Timothy instructs,
"Let no man despise thy
youth." The wise youth
will be an example of be-
lievers, earning the respect
of his elders. 2. Live for
Christ so that your peers
will see a difference in
your life. 3. Learn to take
ridicule without caving in.
4. Put your testimony up
front. There is a kid wear-
ing a T-shirt that has a big
S for Superman and these
words over the top: "Our
God is  awesome."  That  is
scriptural, too (Deut.
l0:17). Too many belong to
the Chr istian secret service
band and hide their l ight
under a bushel someplace.
5. Set your values high.
Deep inside, your peers
have strong admiration for
people wi th h igh goals,
high morals, high values,
and high standards.
Solomon gives us some
sound advice about how
we should respond to the
wrong kind of peer pres-
sure. "My son, if sinners
entice thee, consent thou
not. Walk not thou in the
way with them; refrain thy
foot from their path" (Prov.
1:10,15) .  In  other  words,
learn to say no!
Stand your moral and
spiritual ground, if your
peers re ject  you for  th is ,  i t
is their loss.
Ihe Repotters
by Lucibel Van Atta
Former Secretary of
Health, Education, and
Welfare, John Gardner, en-
dorses a life philosophy he
calls repotting. "I'm a gar-
dening addict; I'm always
taking plants out of one
pot and putting them into
larger ones to get new
growth, better blooms. It
works the same way with
certain people," he says.
Dean and Arlene Gate-
wood followed this philos-
ophy when their youngest
son left for college, by fil l-
ing the vacancy in the
family with 93-year-old
Ethel Johnson. Darlene
relates the process that
led to the adoption of this
childless widow: "When
Ethel was recovering from
pneumonia, we talked about
her meager options after
hospital release. She became
quite upset; her feelings of
loneliness and reiection
surfaced.
"That was when I had
the strong feeling that we
should ask Ethel to come
and live with us . . . for as
Iong as she wanted. Dean
was supportive, but left
the decision to me, know-
ing I would have the extra
work and the schedule
adjustments."
The mutual affection
between Ethel and her new
family is obvious. At the
end of a busy day teaching
at the Oregon Dental School,
Dean invariably takes time
to talk with Ethel. The
Gatewood children also en-
joy conversations with her
when they come home,
David sees this newest
family member as a friend.
"I've always enjoyed hav-
ing friends of all ages,
including older people. I
like to talk with them
about everything and any-
thing, and lately I've been
asking a lot of questions
about marriage! I see real
value in a mix of age group-
ings-in the church family
and neighborhood, as well
as in our immediate family.
Because we see Ethel as a
friend, rather than an older
lady who came to live with
us, i think the transition
has been easier. And she
doesn't impose on us."
What about legal details
and financial matters? The
Gatewoods have chosen
not to accept monthly
sums but do allow Ethel
to be a contributing family
member by purchasing a
few groceries and other
household items from time
to time. "I guess you could
call me both a financial
adviser and personal secre-
tary," Arlene muses. "But
the primary relationship is
one of love."
Ethel participates in
family activities as she
wishes, Ioves to go when
Arlene runs errands, and
takes pride and interest in
each family member. Arlene
adds. "I don't feel tied
down because we both
have friends who will be
glad to come in for a few
hours or overnight when I
need to get away."
The Gatewoods have
made a few changes in
their large, old-fashioned
home, like eliminating
small scatter rugs and giv-
ing up their downstairs
bedroom. Ethel's painting
easel is set uD there and a
lighted bell ii by her bed
so she can sound an alarm
if she needs assistance.
Since her personal
priority list puts people
way ahead of things, Arlene
finds it easy to live with
these changes in her home.
The Gatewood's tory is a
living example of I Timothy
5:3: "Honour widows that
are widows indeed." Their
experience might indicate
that the empty nest stage
is really a freedom-to-grow
stage-a process of
repotting.
Family
Bookshelf
In the following books,
songwriter and artist Gloria
Gaither shares some of her
discoveries of how to be a
better wife and mother.
Decisions: A Christian's
Approach to Making Right
Choices, gives Bible-based
methods for decision mak-
ing. Personal examples
make the book practical
and inspirational (Word
Books, 1982, $6.95).
Fully Alive reveals mile-
stones in Gloria's life that
inspired the lyrics to many
of her songs and shaped
her growth as a Christian
(Word Books, 1984, $4.95).
Let's Make a Memory,
written with Shirley Dob-
son, is an outstanding
resource book for makins
memories with the tamily.
Gloria and Shirley relate
ideas for holidavs. vaca-
tions, family traditions,
and sharing God's Word
(Word Books, 1983, $9.95).
-J.8.
Thanksgiving is the at-
titude of the life that
acknowledges the contribu-
tion from God, from
others, from life.
-Robert C. Lintner
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The Pilgrim Family
The image ol the
Pilgrim lamily brings to
mind the well-dressed lolks
si t t ing around a table at
the annual t'east on Thanks-
giving. But this image
reflects only one day in the
life of a Pilgrim family.
For them the family was
everything. The f  ol lowing
is adapted t'rom Robert M.
Bartlett's The Faith of the
Pilgrims (United Church
Press, 1978).
faced the testings of birth,
sickness, death, housework,
farm. labor, hunger, sorrow,
anq Joy.
Special days were set
apart in time of crisis,
"solemn days of humiliation
by fasting, etc., and also for
thanksgiving as occasion
shall be offered @radford in
Ol Plimoth Plantatiod.
Children of the soil, depen-
dent on sun, wind, and rain,
these people worked the
earth with their hands and
lived in tune with the
rhythm of nature. On the
fringes of the unexplored
forest and the shores of an
ocean with its everchanging
moods, their dependence
upon the natural order of
the creation of their
sovereign God profoundly
influenced their wilderness
life.
Family lifestyle followed
an enviably simple pattern.
Every family member per-
formed a variety of daily
chores: cooking, curing
meat, drying fruit, spinning,
weaving, mending, sewing,
tapping shoes, repairing
tools, making soap, churn-
ing butter, preparing seed
for planting, hoeing,
weeorng, reapmg crops,
storing the harvest, chop
ping wood, feeding fires,
carrying water, building and
maintaining shelters for
man and beast, caring for
cows, goats, sheep, pigs, and
The Pilgrim family, a
school for children and
servants-for moral educa-
tion and for vocational
training-was the hub of
spiritual ties, pleasure, and
amusement, and a center
for labor, health care, and
community welfare. The
Pilgrim colony rvas family-
oriented. This was one basic
reason for its success.
The Pilgrim families,
reeling under the blows of
the Great Sickness the first
winter, demonstrated their
Ioyalty to the orphans as
they quickly took in the
homeless children.
Religion was an in-
tegrating force and creative
leaven in the Pilgrim family.
The precepts of the Bible,
which was in almost every
home, established standards
of conduct and faith, a
panoply of belief under
which men and women
chickens. The constant work
required to increase the
security of the household
left l i tt le t ime to entertain
the temptations of idleness
or self-indulgence.
At least eight months
out of the year, the inviting
outdoor world offered an
outlet to relieve family ten-
sions. They hunted in the
forests for turkey, partridge,
quail, and deer, and in the
lowlands for ducks and
geese; fished in the ponds
for perch, bass, and
pickerel, and from a dory
on the ocean for cod, had-
dock, and sole; and gleaned
along the beach for clams,
quahogs, scallops, and
oysters.
Although limited in
facilities and luxuries, the
familv offered stabilitv in
the fiontier world, a haven
of companionship. In these
self-sustaining homes, family
members preserved and
stored away grain and
legumes, vegetables, smoked
meat and fish, dried fruits,
nuts, wool and flax for
weaving, candles for light,
and wood for fuel. These
preparations nurtured pride
in the household enterorise
and a unity of spirit ai
members pooled their labor
for the corunon sood. Such
elforts at planning and self-
protection gave the family a
feeling of confidence that
together they could meet
Iife's challenges.
As the center for teach-
ing morality, the home was
an extention of the meetins-
house in building Christian
character, inculcating
spiritual values, and setting
the example for righteous
living. Regular churchgoing
and daily prayer and Bible-
reading supported the
family priority of admon-
ishing and guiding the
youth and disciplining the
unruly. The unity of the
family upheld the morale of
the colonv and created a
sustainins faith rooted in
the spiritual values of the
Bib le.
Freedom?
An unwed girl walks through the streets,
Her hair: askew and wild.
Her face: distraught. Her mind: confused.
Within her womb: a child.
And now she slowly makes her way,
Her eyes-though seeing-blind.
The streets are crowded; she-alone
In torment of her mind.
And then-she stops. And through her tears
She sees the open door.
Her chi ld wi l l  only enter once.. .
*And then will be no more.
Oh loolish man!Though beasts and birds
-In sport-are overthrown,
Cannot that be enough? Must you
Annihilate your own?
And those of us who live: who think;
Who've had a chance for dreams;
Cannot we learn that heeded laughs
Conceal the silent screams?
-Loren Elms, Age 14
Niles, Michigan
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Forgrveness: The Rarest Commodity
by ludy Hammersmark
rash of Christian bumper stick-
ers proclaim "Christians aren't
perfect-just forgiven." The
message is true, but I wonder how many
Christians understand our own adver-
tisement, the true value of forgiving.
Many of us think far too little about
the significance of forgiveness in our
lives. Failing to realize how difficult
true forgiveness is, we assume that our
human ability is sufficient to handle
life's many hurts and angry feelings.
We cling to pockets of bitterness, in-
stead of turning our problems over to
God and forgiving the offenders.
Forgiveness of others has to be-
come a habit, something we learn to do
hour by hour. Forgivirig others is not
something most of us can do automati-
cally. Each day brings with it the po-
tential for a bitter reaction asainst
someone. Our list of slishts and"hurts
builds. Before long we iind *e have a
storehouse full of wrongs, and we ache
to recite them to anyone who will listen.
How does a sweet smiling baby
grow into a bitter old man? Quite
simply, by the habit of unforgiveness.
Take the case of the Smiley brothers.
Three decades had passed since their
quarrel. Neither one could recall what
the arsument was about. but one of the
broth6rs had sealed off the doorways
from one half of the house to the other
and proclaimed his section off limits
to his kin. They had not spoken since.
Once a visitor to the divided home
asked if living in half a house, without
kitchen or bathroom privileges, was
difficult. It was about as convenient as
getting around on one leg, said one of
the brothers. When the visitor sug-
gested making amends and getting back
to normal living, the brother readily re-
jected the idea. "Nope!" he replied.
"Druther be mad."
We laugh at such eccentric behavior,
but in truth many of us are not much
more adept at forgiving than those
brothers were. Like the Smilevs. we
would rather stay mad.
Almost any playground offers fur-
ther evidence of our reluctance to
forgive. Fists in the teeth, sand in the
eyes, a childish blow calls for swift
retaliation. Adult behavior is not much
better. Growing up does not automati-
cally insulate the human heart against
bearing a grudge. Even if our methods
of retaliation become more soohisti-
cated as we grow older, we stil i want
to get even.
Only one petition in the Lord's
Prayer has any condition attached to
it-the petition for forgiveness. God
wants us to forgive regardless of the
nature of the crime. That is not easy.
The experience of Christ on Calvary
dispels the notion that dismissing the
offences of others is a light undertak-
ing. The one who has been hurt, the of-
fended party, does the forgiving-not
the offender.
David Augsburger says in The Free-
dom of Forgiveness: "The man who
forgives pays a tremendous price-the
price of the evil he forgives. If the state
pardons a criminal, society bears the
burden of the criminal's deed. If I
break a priceless heirloom that you
treasure and you forgive me, you bear
the loss and I go free. Suppose I ruin
your reputation. To forgive me, you
must freely accept he consequences of
my sin and let me go free. In forgive-
ness, you bear your own anger and
wrath at the sin of another. voluntarilv
accepting responsibility for the hurt h-e
has inflicted on you."
Hoping that those who have sinned
against us will repent and apologize is
natural. Yet our vindication must not
hinge on their actions. One philosopher
said, "True forgiveness is that which
is offered even before the offender has
apologized and sought it."
We cannot forgive in our own power,
but with the help of the Holy Spirit we
can pass the same verdict that God has
given us-"Not Guilty!" In The Hiding
Place, Corrie Ten Boom tells of meeting
one of the prison guards who had aided
the Nazis in causing her sister's death.
She had a choice, to forgive him or to
go on hating, Only through the power
of the indwelling Spirit was she able to
shake the man's hand. Only through the
power of God can we transform hatred
into love.
After spending sleepless nights
tossing and turning, hatred eating
away at our hearts, we begin to under-
stand the wisdom of not letting the sun
go down on our wrath. When we be-
come involved in a familv ouarrel-a
Hatfield and McCoy type situation-
we realize the wisdom of Paul's instruc-
tion to the Ephesians: "Be ye kind one
to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ's
sake has forgiven you" (Eph. 4:32).
The benefits offorgiving others cannot
be explained in a few words, but some
are: richer relationships, a better world,
greater happiness, personal peace, ac-
celerated physical well-being. God com-
mands us to forgive because He loves us
and wants the best for us. As God's
forgiven children, we share a sacred
obligation to forgive one another daily.
I Judy Hammersmark is a free-lance
writer and author in Rawlins, Wyoming.
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And the Moon Is Made of Green Cheese!
by Cal Thomas
here would we be without
studies? People seem to be
f I studying everything these
days. Unfortunately, a lot of other
people are not listening to the results
of the credible studies, and that is why
they often go on the shelf and nothing
is accomolished.
So, here we go again. But with a
slightly different twist.
The American Psychological Associ
ation has, for the first time, taken
a position on potential dangers in tele-
vision violence and concluded that
there is a link between the mayhem on
the tube and aggressive behavior in
children.
The association's council of renre-
sentatives, cit ing no new evidence but
referring to the accumulated weight of
previous studies, passed a resolution
warning about TV violence.
In the resolution, the association
encouraged "parents to monitor and
control television viewing by children."
It also asked the TV industry to "re-
duce imitable violence in 'real-life' fic-
tional children's programming," and
urged more research on mitigating the
effects of TV violence on children.
Says the resolution: "Televised vio-
lence does not harm every child who
watches it. However, the evidence
clearly shows that many children imi-
tate the violent behavior and attitudes
they see on TV."
Now what do you suppose the reac-
tion of the Hollywood and New York
television communities will be? Do you
think they will get under conviction?
Do you think that they will look at their
own children and feel that they cer-
tainly don't want to mess up the lives
of other young people? Will they stop
resorting to so much violence along
with sex and profanity? Do you think
the moon is made of green cheese? Of
course not. There is as much likelihood
of television responding to this resolu-
tion as there is of my winnins the Pub-
lisher's Clearing House Swelpstakes,
maybe less.
Hollywood writers and producers
are, for the most part, devoid of anv
moral compass at-all. Whatever selli
is what they will sell. One has the feel-
ing that if child decapitation or sacrifice
became something that could be used
as a vehicle to sell deodorant, we'd see
a series called "Losing Your Head."
Is regulation the answer? No. But
selective watching and the boycott of
sponsors who underwrite garbage is.
Let's take our responsibilities as citi-
zens seriously and not support shows
and products that undermine the future
of our young people, which is after all
the future of our country. I
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MINISTRY UPDATE
Liberty University Has a Big, New Look
The beautiful new courtyard leading into the Arthur S. DeMoss Learning Center. Each $tate is represonted by its flag, and the otficial Liberty Univereity
flag flies to the l€ft of "Old Glory."
The fall semester found
a record-breaking enroll-
ment of 6,929 in Liberty Uni-
versity. New and returning
students to the main campus
discovered immediate evi-
dence of a summer of hard
work and expansion on the
Liberty University campus.
Four new three-story dor-
mitories, several renova-
tions, the enormous new
Arthur S. DeMoss Learning
Center, and a beautifully
landscaped courtyard are
obvious exhibits of the sum-
mer's activity on Liberty
Mountain. The new learnine
center houses several audil
toriums, classrooms, fac-
ulty offices, student lounges,
the campus bookstore, and
a 250,000-volume, 40,000-
square-foot library. Renova-
tions to existing buildings
have expanded facilities
for laboratories, educational
television studios, a deli-
style restaurant, and have
doubled the size of the cafe-
teria.
/ - l
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Artist Diane Johnson created the excellent artwork in the lounge area of
the Learning Center. Diane is employed in the graphics department of the
Old-Time Gospel Hour.
&
designed the courtyard, which features a large fountain, domed patches
of flowers and shrubbery, and an area for an outside cafe-all enhanced
by the bright array of flags.
Tracey Minshall, landscape designer for the LU grounds department,
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LBF Assists
New Pastors
The Liberty Bapt ist
Fellowship for Church Plant-
ing was organized in 1981
for the purpose of providing
a degree of monthly support
for pastors who start local,
autonomous, fundamental
Baptist churches. These men
agree with the Liberty
philosophy of reaching every
available person in order to
"capture their towns for
Christ." The monthly sup-
port helps eliminate the need
for the pastor to work a
second job to provide for his
family while getting the
church started. Presentlv.
the fellowship has given
assistance to 54 pastors.
The LBF derives its funds
from numerous contributins
churches of like faith and
practice. The bulk, however,
is received from Liberty
alumni and their churches,
The average gift is $75 per
month. Each pastor ap-
proved for support may
receive $ 100 to $600 permonth(depending on his need) for
a period of up to six months.
While a majority of the
membership of the LBF
consists of Liberty alumni,
graduates of such schools as
Baptist Bible College, Ten-
nessee Temple University,
Piedrnont Bible College, Bap-
tist University o[ America,
Hyles-Anderson College, and
Washington Bible College
have been approved for
support.
In 1984 the LBF was ap-
proved by the Armed Forcis
Chaplains' Board of the
Department of Defense as an
endorsing agency for mili-
tary chaplains. To date, a
chaplain has been endorsed
for each branch of service.
The LBF held its semi-
annual meeting in Lynchburg
on October 22. David Rhoden-
hizer, president, and Jerry
Falwell, national chairman,
presided over the meeting.
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Flames Have
High Goals
Liberty University's foot-
ball team is no longer just
another opponent; it is a force
to be reckoned with. Accord-
ing to second-year head coach
Morgan Hout, the Liberty
Flames have their eyes set on
becoming an NCAA Division I
AA program by 1988. "We
have come a long way with
the program in our first
year," said Coach Hout.
"We are going to keep
working as a staff and as a
team to build a quality pro
gram here at Liberry. We want
to do that by keeping our
priorities in line for everyone.
Spiritual growth in our ath-
letes and in our staff is our
primary goal. That is why
Libertv Universitv exists-to
produie leaders ior our so
ciety. The second aim is to
succeed academically.
"Finallv. as a team we will
do everything that is required
to make the program success-
fuL A successful football team
is made up of many indivi-
duals-coaches, players, and
support staff-striving for a
common goal. This is what we
want to do with Flames Foot-
bal l '85."
I Cary Coleman
Looking Back...1956
"The Deep Things of
God," TRBC's first radio
program, was aired in July.
The first television broad-
cast of the Old-Time Gosoel
Hour was airedin December.
At that time the cost.was $7
for a half-hour of radio time
and $90 for a half-hour of
television time. Now the Old-
Time Gospel Hour is heard
nationwide on radio and on
392 television stations. The
television broadcast also
reaches into several foreipn
countries.
FIames
Looking
for aFew
Good Men
Liberty University basket-
ball coach Jeff Meyer has
developed the Flames into a
competitive, highly respected
NCAA Division II team. The
Flames face a constantly
upgraded schedule and have
made an impressive National
Championship appearance as
well as being charter mem-
bers in the Mason-Dixon
Athletic Conference.
Six tournament champion-
ships, seven wins over na-
tionally ranked opponents,
an NAIA National Sportsman-
ship Award, and two NBA
draft choices are just a few of
the team's accomplishments.
Liberty is looking for Chris-
tian athletes who are ready for
the challenge of a Christian
university that is headed for
NCAA Division I level sports.
For an interview about the
possibility of attending Uberty
on a grant-in-aid, please send
your name, address, phone
number, and expected ate of
high school graduation to:
Coach Jeff Meyer, Basketball
Office, Liberty University, Box
20000, Lynchburg, Virginia
24506.
CATENDAR
October
3l-Nov. 2-Scaremare
November
2-Final LU lootball game
3-6-T RBC revival se rvices
with Bailey Smith
4-Sandi Patti concert.
Liberty Mountain
14- 16-LU Drama depart-
ment presents "The
Good Doctor"
21-23-"The Good Doctor"
27 -D e c. 3 -Thanks givin g
break
by Richard D. Patterson
mong the many descriptions of
service for Christ, laboring is
perhaps most often overlooked.
Several Greek words for labor are found
in the New Testament and three appear
as distinct synonyms: mochthos, "hard-
ship," was often used to describe the
physical or mental toil that is the com-
mon lot of all men; ponos, "effort," sug-
gested that the task in which a man was
engaged demanded his whole strength;
and kopos, "weariness," emphasized the
fatigue resulting from extreme toil.
Ponos occurs four times in the New
Testament. In three of these cases the
idea of healy exertion has passed over
into the full effect of pain (Rev. 16:10-1 l;
2l:4). ln its other occurrence, it poi-
gnantly describes Epaphras's full com-
mitment in prayer and concern for the
saints in Asia Minor. Mochthos is used
three times (always in conjunction with
kopos) to underscore the actual hard
work that Paul exnerienced in his efforts
to minister the gospel to others (2 Cor.
ll:23; I Thess. 2:9; 2 Thess. 3:8). The idea
contained in kopos is utilized more
frequently, the root appearing either as
a noun or a verb some 40 times.
Paul uses these words to indicate not
only the physical abor necessary to sup
port himself as a gospel minister (1 Cor.
4:12; I Thess. 2:9; Thess. 3:8)but also his
toilsome efforts in that ministrv (1 Cor.
15:10). However, he knows that Chris-
tian service is no empty labor (l Cor.
15:58). He was consumed with a passion
to make Christians fully aware of the
power and potential of the indwelling
Christ, so he might have the pleasure of
presenting "every man perfect in
Christ." Accordingly, he expended all his
being with the full force that only
Christ's energy could provide (Col.
l:27-29). Yes, Paul knew no greater joy
than such labor for Christ-and it was
worth it all (Phil. 2:14-17)l
The key to such basic Christian ser-
vice lies in Paul's well-known commen-
dation to the Thessalonian Christians:
"Remembering without ceasing your
work of faith, and labour of love, and
patience of hope in our [,ord Jesus
Laboring for Christ
Christ." Here he declares that a full
commitment o the three great spiritual
excellencies-a dynamic, active faith, a
deep and all-encompassing love, and a
settled and confident hope (cf. 2 Cor.
l1:13}-is necessary in the believer's er-
vice 
'for 
Christ. tndeed, without that
commitment, our work, Iabor, and pa-
tience may fall short of full godliness (cf.
Rev. 2:24). One might paraphrase Paul's
words to the Thessalonians as stressine
the work that faith produces, the laborl
ing toil that flows out naturally from
love, and the steadfast and patient en-
durance that hope inspires. Avital faith,
a virtuous love, and a victorious hope
will inevitably produce a Christian ser-
vant who so labors that he will expend
himself totally in wearisome but joyful
work for Christ. T
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by Harold L. Willmington
Now the man Moses was verv meek.
above all the men which were uoon the
lace of the earth (Num. 12:3).
ever had they heard him speak
with such unction and ur-
gency. There he stood in their
midst, the Jordan River flowing in the
valley below. What a man he was. What
a message he now delivered. Yet there
was a note of sadness in his voice. Most
in the crowd knew the reason for this.
It was certainly no secret. In fact, he
would mention it himself, explaining
the reason behind it. Yes, it was true.
Moses would not be allowed to enter
the Promised Land. And the reason?
Simply speaking, a previous hour
marked by anger and unbelief had
caused it all! He would soon join the
old generation whose graves already
dotted the desert area to the south and
east of Canaan. While this was the
source of his sadness, his urgency
came from merely viewing his audi-
The Last Days of Moses
ence-a new generation, unspotted by
the failures of their fathers and un-
tested by their foes! How would they
fare? Were these sons and daughters
made of better stuff than their parents?
One thing was certain-their awareness
of and obedience to the Word of God
was absolutely vital to all future vic-
tories. He could only preach to and
pray for them.
How much remained to be done,
and how little time in which to do itl
Joshua needed to be challenged, the
tribes had to be blessed, and Moses'
writings, begun some 40 years prior,
must be completed. For some reason,
God had selected him to write down
that material. Others would no doubt
add to the divine account after his
death here on Mount Nebo. But above
all else Moses simply had to clearly
communicate the greatness and glory
of the Lord to that new generation.
With determination that overpowered
his devastating rief, Moses presented
three moving sermons on the majesty
of God, particularly emphasizing His
faithfulness, love, glory, and grace. But
he concluded on the sober note that
God's terrible judgment would fall
upon them like an angry rainstorm if
they rebelled against Him. He could
tell that the message had been favorably
received. Then after one final glimpse at
Canaan's fair land from Mount Pisgah's
lofty heights, he was gone. God had
taken him to a greener and fairer land.
The Book of Deuteronomy offers this
final postscript, in reality a funeral
tribute from God Himself.
So Moses the servant of the
Lord died there in the land of
Moab, according to the word of
the Lord. And there arose not a
prophet since in Israel like unto
Moses, whom the [,ord knew face
to face, in all the signs and the
wonders, which the Lord sent
him to do in the land of Egypt to
Pharaoh, and to all his servants,
and to all his land, and in all that
mighty hand, and in all the great
terror which Moses shewed in the
sight of all Israel @eut. 34:5,10-12). a
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Court Says No Religion in the Marketplace
hings are getting worse, much
worse, for Arthur Owens.
Owner of seven health
clubs in Minnesota, Owens continues
to suffer setback after setback.
First, the Civil Rights Commission
in Minneapolis ordered his Sports
Health Club in the city to stop reg-
ulat ing the behavior of avowed
homosexuals.
Second, the Minnesota Supreme
Court said Owens mav not inquire
into an employee's religious belieis or
practices before hiring or promoting.
Third, Owens has over $100,000 in
legal fees to pay, and he has not yet
finished his court battle.
Fourth, the state prosecutor is con-
sidering contempt of court charges
against Owens for continuing to run
his business accordins to his under-
standing of the Bible.-
A Christian since 1957 Owens
opened his first sports club in 1959. In
l974he searched the Bible and devel-
oped strict rules for hiring, firing, and
promoting employees. Job applicants
are asked whether they read the Bible,
where they go to church, whether they
are divorced or married. are currentlv
engaged in il l icit sex, and if they ar-e
antagonistic toward the gospel. Mar-
ried women are even asked if they have
permission from their husbands to
apply for the job.
"We tell them where we stand as
far as the Lord is concerned and ask
them if that gives them any problem.
If it does then we wouldn't hire them
at that point because they wouldn't be
huppy with us," said Owens who has a
14-foot sisn above his office door that
reads: "Un'less the Lord builds the busi
ness, they labor in vain that build it."
With guidelines in place, the com-
pany continued to grow through the
seventies and by 1984 it was 18,000
members strong, employing 150 peo-
ple, and one of the healthiest club com-
panies in the state.
But in 1978 Owens's hiring, firing,
and promotion practices came under
the eye-and wrath-of the state's
Department of Human Rights. A hear-
ing examiner, after reviewing I I com-
plaints by former employees and job ap-
plicants, ordered the Sports and Health
Club to stop its religious discrimination.
Those complaints included a man-
ager who was fired for walking out of
a Bible study, a job applicant who ob-
jected to being questioned about her
divorce, a worker who complained of
not being promoted because he would
not accept the Christian faith, and a
job applicant who claimed that she
was not hired because she was livins
with her boyfriend.
Owens defended his company's right
to create a biblical atmosohere at the
workplace. "We have constitutional
rights and we didn't lose our rights by
walking in off the streets and operating
our own business," he said.
Owens appealed the hearing ex-
aminer's decision, and as the appeals
process worked its way through the
courts, his business caught another
snag. The Civil Rights Commission in
Minneapolis ordered Owens's city
health club to stop regulating the
behavior of homosexuals. (Minneapolis
is  the state 's  only  c i ty  to  have adopted
a homosexual rights ordinance. Iron-
ically, sodomy is against the law in
Minnesota.)
Owens explained the need for the
club's special regulations for avowed
homosexuals. "We caught homosex-
uals committing sex acts. Our cus-
tomers were complaining that they
were being propositioned." To correct
the problem, Owens had employees
patrol the locker room and showers.
He refused to allow avowed homosex-
uals to socialize with one another at
the club, and even forbade them to act
effeminate on the premises. As a
result, two homosexuals complained to
the Civil Rights Commission, which
ordered the club to Dut an end to its
discriminatory practices. Owens, how-
ever, put an end to the club-the
chain's most prosperous health club.
With the legal fees mounting and
profits declining, Owens awaited the
outcome of the Minnesota Sunreme
Court .  But  in  a 5-2 decis ion,  the sta l .e
Supreme Court ruled against the
Sports and Health CIub. The court said
t6at government has a responsibility
to ensure that its citizens do not have
to overcome "irrelevant barriers."
That is, religious barriers. Though the
court admitted that Owens was beins
denied h is  re l ig ious r ights,  i t  sa id the
government has a greater right to pro-
hibit discrimination.
Owens said, "According to the court,
as soon as we walk into the market-
place we lose our rights. Isn't that
ridiculous ?"
Justice Lawrence Yetka, who dis-
sented from the opinion, said the court's
ruling is an attempt to deny the right of
Christians to practice their beliefs in the
marketplace.
Owens will appeal the court's deci-
sion to the U.S. Supreme Court. But he
is not very optimistic. "It is probably
silly to think we will get better treat-
ment than defenseless babies," he said,
referring to the Supreme Court's 1973
abortion ruling.
And if he loses?
"We're ready to close up shop if
that's what the Lord wants."
I Martin Mawyer
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Churches Need a License
Er Raise Funds, City Says
Religious organizations are fight-
ing a city ordinance in Clearwater,
Florida, requiring churches to obtain
a l icense before raising funds.
Allan Zimmit, an assistant city at-
tornev. said the ordinarrce was neces-
sary because the city's Church of
Scientology is believed to "be raising
money for one purpose but spending
it on another."
Though designed to crack down on
the Scientologists, the ordinance is
broad enough to cover any church that
has more than 20 members and raises
$10,000 or more a vear.
The law requirei churches to regis-
ter with the city and report how much
they collect and how they will spend it.
Attorney Eric M. Lieberman of
Miami said the ordinance marks the
first t ime in the country's history that
a church must obtain a l icense before
passing the collection plate among its
own members.
The city argues that the law is con-
stitutional because it does not prevent
churches from raising money, only
that they must register with the city
before sol ic i t ing funds.
Last year the U.S. District Court
judge upheld the ordinance as consti-
tutional.
But 12 religious groups-including
the National Council of Churches, the
Seventh-Day Adventists, and the Ameri-
can Jewish Congress-have all appealed
the ruling to the U.S. Court of Appeals.
The State Wants an Ear
in the Confessional Booth
Should a clergyman be thrown in
jail for refusing to divulge to state
authorit ies the secrets of a oarish-
ioner 's  confessional  ?
Both Texas and Florida say yes, if
the parishioner is confessing to child
aDuse.
In Florida, Rev. John Mellish spent
a night in jail for contempt of court
when he failed to divulse the sin. aird
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crime, of a person who was arrested
and charged with child abuse.
Ironically, Mellish not only con-
vinced the person to turn himself in
but actually accompanied him to state
authorities.
In Texas, State Attorney General
Jim Mattox issued an opinion in August
saying state larv requires clergyme-n to
report cases of child abuse.
The opinion was immediately op-
posed by religious institutions as a
violation of a long-standing tradition
that has made confessionals between
churchgoers and clergymen private.
That tradition is so strons in the
Catholic faith that a clergyman-is auto-
matically excommunicated for divulg-
ing the contents of a confessional.
Brother Richard Daly, a lobbyist
for the Texas Catholic Conference, said
the law will only make matters worse
by dissuading criminals from confess-
ing their crimes and making criminals
out of ministers who refuse to make
the crimes public.
Pro-Life Victorv Short-Lived
Some "hard fought" and "major
pro-life victories" were short-lived this
summer when a congressional confer-
ence committee chose to remove suide-
lines to restrict overseas fundi"ns of
abortion-related activities.
The pro-life movement fought for
over six months to add two amend-
ments to the House foreien aid authori-
zation bill that restrict-ed the use of
federal dollars in international family
planning programs.
Introduced by Representative Chris
Smith of New Jersey, the amendments
condemned the government of the Peo-
ple's Republic of China for engaging in
"crimes against humanity" through
forced abortions and sterilizations,
affirming the authority of the presi-
dent to deny U.S. funds to private
"family planning" organizations that
promote abortion.
The Smith amendments were so
highly regarded by some in the pro-life
movement hat John Willke, president
of the National Right to Life Commit-
tee, said at the time, "Adoption of the
Smith Amendments by the House rep-
resents one of the most important pro-
life legislative victories in years."
But the Senate version of the amend-
ments was somewhat weaker and con-
flicting. Nevertheless, Mr. Willke said
the pro-life movement had hoped that
the "strong pro-life provisions lwould]
emerge from the House/Senate con-
ference committee [intact]."
Instead, the conference committee
chose to kill all the amendments after
it became clear that the issue was too
complex and politically sticky, the Con-
gressional Quarterly reported.
Creation-Science Loses, Again
In another legal defeat for sup-
porters of creation-science, the U. S.
Court of Appeals for the 5th Circuit has
struck down a Louisiana law requiring
balanced treatment of evolution and
creation-science in the public schools.
Declaring the act unconstitutional,
the court said, "Irrespective ofwhether
it is fully supported by scientific evi-
dence, the theory of creation is a reli-
gious belief" and may not be taught in
the public schools.
The court admitted, however, that it
was not trying to discount creation-
science as a scientific theory. "Nothing
in our opinion today should be taken to
reflect adversely against creation-
science, either as a religious belief or
as a scientific theory .l. . Rather, we
seek to give effect to the First Amend-
ment requirement demanding that no
law be enacted favoring any particular
religious belief or doctrine."
Former Senator Bill Keith, president
of the Christian Science Lesal Defense
Fund, said, "It is illogical aid constitu-
tionally incorrect for the court to say
that scientific evidence supporting
creation-science may not be taught even
if it is true." He added, "Hostilitv
toward religion is what results when a
court excludes what may be true scien-
tific data just because it happens to
harmonize with relision."
The Louisiana Bilanced Treatment
Act was the only creation-science law
in the nation. Last year 31 states intro-
duced creation-science bills but none
passed.
School District Sti l l  Posts ,, '1,
Ten Commandments
Five years after the U.S. Supreme
Court ordered Kentucky public schools
to remove copies of the-T-en Command-
ments, God's sacred laws can stil l be
found in the classrooms of the Robert-
son County School District.
School Superintendent Ed Lowden-
back said the Ten Commandments,
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which are posted in each classroom in
the county, help serve the school's high
goal of turning out "patriotic, Chris-
tian, working citizen(s)."
In 1980 the Supreme Court struck
down the practice, saying the posting
of the Ten Commandments "serves no
educational function" and is a viola-
tion of the First Amendment.
Lowdenback, who begins each day
at the office by reading a chapter in the
Bible, believes he has thwarted the
Supreme Court decision however.
-He 
has removed the professionallv
designed, large-print iopies of th'e
sacred text and replaced them with
framed copies of the Ten Command-
ments reprinted from the Congressional
Record.
The Kentucky chapter of the Ameri
can Civil Liberties Union believes the
school district is violating the intent of
the Supreme Court ruling.
Lowdenback said he welcomes a
Iawsuit from the ACLU.
with a proposal that would redirect
funds for abortions into a program to
help handicapped children. Known as
the "Children's Fund," the initiative is
supported by churches and parents of
handicapped children.
Currently, the state spends $30
million a year to abort 85,000 fetal
children, or $353 per child. But the
state attorney general believes this is
cheaper than the state's supporting
welfare children, and has insisted on
a phrase indicating that the measure
could mean more costs to taxpayers.
Before the measure can go to ballot,
however, supporters must first obtain
630,000 signatures by December 19.
Both pro-life groups and pro-
abortion groups expect to spend be-
tween $2 million and $6 million lobby-
ing for or against the initiative.
Reagan Admlnlstratlon Wants
Abortton Rule Reversed
The Reagan administration has asked
the U. S. Supreme Court to reverse its
abortion decision made 12 years ago,
which has resulted in the death of over
14 million fetal children since.
The Justice Department, in a friend-
of-the-court brief, asked the court to
uphold two states' laws restricting abor-
tion practices and to reverse its 1973
Roe v. Wade decision legalizing
abortion.
In that decision, the Supreme Court
said a woman has the rieht to an abor-
Pro-Life Groups Attempt
New Strategy in California
Prolife groups in California are try-
ing to amend the state constitution
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There's no better time to encourage Christians to
give than at Christmas. Their hearts are open and their
spirits sensitive to God. They are not only willing but eager
to give.
The wonder of Christmas is expressed in the miracle of
God's Son, sent to earth. Many churches have discovered
that there is no more fitting response to His miracle offering
than to share in their own Christmas miracle offering.
Whether funds are raised for missionary projects, church
needs, or some other outreach, the CIIR/STMAS MIMCLE
OFFERING will be a blessing long remembered. Scores of
churches are experiencing phenomenal success through this
biblically-based program. Your church can,
too. Write or call for a full packet
Dallas, Te><as 75379(zr038f-77es
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A, a fime when the
homosexuals believe they
have scored a public
relations victory,
Fundamentalism needs
to consider its own
position. The subject
is filled with emotion
and hysteria, We should
Iook at this national
health plague in light
of Stipture,
a married man who knew he had AIDS.
He told neither his wife nor any of his
other sexual partners (both male and fe-
male), who were all likely to spread the
disease to their other sexual partners.
A few have been infected bv blood
transfusions, some bv unsterile needles
used by drug addicts, and a small num-
ber of babies have contracted it from
their mothers. However, most who get
AIDS are involved with multiole sex
partners. The Centers for Diseaie Con-
trol interviewed 50 homosexual AIDS
victims. The median number of life-
time sexual partners was 1,150. One
man is reported to have had over
20,000 partners. It is fair for us to call
to the attention of the media that pro-
miscuous sex has led to a national
health crisis.
Medical research is concentratins
on finding a cure and developing I
reliable vaccine. The latter area has
had preliminary success in laboratory
testing. Further research will be done
this year on chimpanzees (the only
other primate that can develop the
disease) to determine if the vaccine
will, in fact, complete the work of a
preventative and protective vaccine.
Following the guidelines of the Federal
Drug Administration, the vaccine can
be tested in humans in the latter part
of 1986. However, none of this affects
those who have already contracted the
disease.
Fundamentalists should Iook at
this national health plague in light of
Scripture. First, we should pray for a
cure. Certainly, in the majority of cases
the disease is spread through acts of
sin, but we need to distineuish our
hatred of sin from our love of rinn..t.
Then remember that hundreds of inno-
cent victims have been affected. In-
evitably, Fundamentalists will have to
deal with the issue when a member of
a Iocal church contracts the disease.
Second, we need to support in-
creased funding. Fundamentalists make
a mistake in opposing federal research
funds just because of our opposition to
homosexuality. The health of the entire
nation is threatened. All of society is in
danger, not just homosexuals.
Third, we should support local
health authorities as thev resulate
bathhouses and other public fac]lities
to stop the spread of AIDS.
Finally, we need to show compas-
sion toward those with AIDS. Althoush
I believe Los Angeles went too far ln
its antidiscrimination AIDS legislation,
AIDS victims need our concern. In fact,
we need to be the voice of reason and
cor4passion in seeking a cure.
I Truman Dollar, pastor of Temple
Baptist Church, Detroit, Michigan, is a
published author noted for his thought-
provoking and unpredictable insights on
current events. He shares his views in
this column each month.
A Response to AIDS
by Truman Dollar
ock Hudson is dead. He died
tragically of AIDS. His body
was cremated and there was
no funeral. Messages of sympathy were
sent by the most prominent Hollywood
personalities and even by President
Reagan.
The death of this prominent and
highly visible Hollywood star will
make a dramatic impact on the public
thinking toward both AIDS and homo-
sexuality. The homosexual community
is encouraged. While they feel sad for
Hudson, they are delighted that a man
of such prominence will take the dis-
ease out of the abstract and move it to
the very real world of our personal
existence. At a time when the homosex-
uals believe they have scored a public
relations victory, Fundamentalism
needs to consider its own position. The
subject is fil led with emotion and
hysteria.
AIDS threatens the entire nation.
Reportedly, about 12,000 people in
America have contracted the disease.
Half of them have already died. Accord-
ing to an NBC newscast, AIDS is the
largest killer of males between the
ages of 30-39 and of females between
the ages of 30-34 this year in New York
City. The Centers for Disease Control
in Atlanta estimates that over 1,000,000
people have been exposed. They believe
that at least 100,000 of those will de-
velop the disease. Because the disease
generally requires an incubation period
of three to five years before symptoms
appear, a victim may have AIDS but
not know it and continue to infect
others. AIDS is spreading at an alarm-
ing pace and to date is invariably fatal.
AIDS is not affecting homosexuals
only. Promiscuous ex, both homosex-
ual and heterosexual, is the principal
means of spreading AIDS. However,
we must not presume that every victim
is promiscuous. An innocent wife may
contract AIDS from a bisexual hui-
band. ABC's "20120" program high-
lighted the problem as they interviewed
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